


For coach

travel that’s
low on cost

yet high on comfort...

Bus Eireann’s Expressway Service
offers great value fares to a host of
destinations around the country.
Travel midweek and you can avail of

our bargain return fares.

BUS EIREANN/EUROLINES
We operate daily Express Coach
Services from most major fowns in
Ireland to various destinations in
Britain from £2%.00 with connections
o Mainland Eurcpé. There's no
better value way to travel to Britain

and Europe.

HOLIDAY BREAKS
Three excellent travel inclusive

Holidey Options

* Budget Hestel Breakaways from
just £23pps

¢ Bargain B&B Breakawarys from just
£32pps

* Hotel Breakaways £37pps

This  includes  overnight
hotel accommodation, full Irish
breakfast and return coach fare to

your choice of destination

For travel  information
contact: Central Bus Station
(Busaras), Store St., Dublin 1
[01) B8366111; Parnell

Place Bus Station, Cork

[021] 508188; Colbert
Statien, Limerick (061}
313333; Ceannt Station,
Galway [091) 562000;
Plunkett Station, Waterford
[051) 879000; Casement
Siation, Tralee, [066) 23566
or your local Bus Eireann
office, Tourist Office or Travel

Agent.

RETURN FARES FROM DUBLIN

WATERI:I;)RD 7747.0.0
WEXFORD £8.00
BALLINA £9.00
GALWAY - £9.00
SLIGO £9.00
DONEGAL £11.00

ENNIS £11.00
LETTERKENNY | £11.00
LIMERICK £11.00 |
| BELEAST L1150 |
CORK - £13.00
TRALEE £15.50

Fares correc! al time of going 1o pross

...you’'re better off on

BU

A subsidiary of Coras lompair Eireann

sIREANN

S
L] ﬁ'

Internet:- http://www.infopoint.ie/buse email:- buso @cio.lol.jo
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CUimamnn LUTnecnieas uael

Church & General
National Leagues

Church & General
National Football League 1997/98

Semi-Finals
2.00 i.n.

Din na nGall v. Uibh Fhaili

Reéiteoir: M. Curley (Gaillimh)
Linesmen: M. McBrien (Fear Manach) STANDBY REFEREE
M. Brady (An Cabhan)

3.30 i.n.

Doire v. Muineachan

Réiteoir: B. White (Loch Garman)
Linesmen: J. Harlin (An Mhi) STANDBY REFEREE
B. Doheny (An La)

Amhran na bhFiann

Sinne Fianna Fail,

Ata faoi gheall ag Eirinn,

Buion dar slua

Thar toinn do rainig chugainn

Faoi mhoid bheith saor,

Sean-tir ar sinsear feasta

Ni fhagfar faoin tiordn na faoin traill.
Anocht a théam sa bhearna baoil

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bais né saoil
Le gunna scréach faoi lamhach na bpiléar,
Sco libh canaig amhran na bhFiann.

© Foilsithe ag DBA Publications Limited,

56 Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co, Dublin.
Tel: (01) 288 7247, Fax: (01) 288 3583.
Clo: Leinster Leader.




All persons entering this ground are admitted
only subject to the following Ground
Regulfations and to the Rules and Regulations
of the Gaelic Athletic Association. Entry to the
ground shall be deemed to constitute unqual-
ffied acceptance of all these Rules and
Regulations.

Fireworks., smoke canisters, bottles, glass-
es, cans, flags, banners, poles and other
similar articles or containers, including any-
thing which could or might be used as a
weapon, are hot permitted within the ground,
and any persons in possession of such an
article or container may be refused entry or
efected from the ground.

Spectators are not permitted to bring alco-
hol into the ground/arena.

The climbing of walls, stands or other build-
ings in the ground is forbidden.

Excessive noise such as that from the use
of radio sets or other appliances and behav-
jour likely to cause confusion or nuisance of
any kind including foul or abusive language
is not permitted in any part of the ground.

Ground Regulations - Pairc An Chrocaigh

10.

11.

12.

® C.C.LV. s in operation at this stadium.

Under no circumstances is it permitted to
thirow any objects onto the piteh.
Unauthorised persons are not permitted to
enter upon the field of play and shall be
ejected.

Any person who fails to comply with the
instructions from a steward may be ejected
from the ground.

The stadium management reserve the right
of admission.

The stadium management reserves the right
to refuse admission to or to efect any person
who refuses to be searched by a palice officer.
Any person who remains in a gangway or
aisle may be ejected from the ground.

The G.A.A. reserves the right for its ser-
vants or agents to remove from the stadium
any person who does not comply with the
Ground Regulations or whose presence on
the ground could reasonably be construed
as constituting a source of danger, nui-

sance or annoyance to other spectators.
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Upper Hogan: Medical Centre rear of Press

Area.

Lower Hogan: Treatment and Cardiac

Ambulance rear of Section G/L.

New Stand Lower: Medical Centre rear of Section

301.

New Stand Upper: Medical Centre rear of Section
701. Treatment and Cardiac Ambulance rear of
Stand. Medical Personnel on duty on Premium &

Box Level.

|| Medical Centres.

Hill 16: Treatment Ambulance beside Treatment
Centre rear of Terrace.

The Site Medical Officer will be situated on the
piteh in front of the Nally Stand.

All Treatment Centres are staffed by

St. John's Ambulance Brigade members.

Lost Children

Lost Children can be collected at the above

Public Telephone Locations

Hogan Stand

e Pay Phone and Card Phone
beside the entrance to Section
P Lower Hogan Stand
opposite the main sweet shop’

® Pay Phone beside the stairs to
Upper Hogan Section P/R,
close to the Information Box.

New Stand

e Level 3, Pay Phone at rear of
Sections 309/310.

® Level 5, Card Phone/Credit Card

Phone at rear of Section 510.
e Level 6, Call Card rear lift
opposite Box 633.
e Level 7, Pay Phone next to lift
at rear of Section 708,

 Ar gCliidach

Our cover features
players from the four
teams appearing in
today’'s semi-finals:
Clockwise from top left:
Offaly's Vinnie Claffey,
Brendan Devenney of
Donegal, Derry's Anthony
Tohill and Declan Smyth of
Monaghan,

Michael Curley
(Gaillimh)
Eny A native of County
Galway, Michael
assisted Creggs
in under-age foot-
ball and repre-

1 sented
Roscommeon in
the minor grade

1 as the club was
affiliated to the
county for G.A.A.
purposes.

He has been
refereeing for over ten years and con-
trolled the 1996 Church and General
National League final between Derry
and Donegal. Other highlights include
the 1985 All-lreland minor final
between Westmeath and Derry and
the meeting of Meath and Tyrone in
the 1996 AlHreland senlor semifinal.

Curley has been in action in this
season's League already and was the
man in the middle game between
Offaly and Monaghan &t Tyrone in
October.
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Brian White
(Loch Garman)

Brian makes a
speedy return to
Croke Park today.
He refereed last
week's game
between Donegal
and Cork.

One of the
most experienced
referees in the
game, he had
charge of his first
All-lreland senior
final last September and ushered in
his assignments in the current Church
& General National League by referee-
ing the Kerry-Cork first round tie in
New York in October.

That game was played to commem-
orate the playing of the All-lreland
senior final of 1947 in New York.

White is a member of the
Rathgarogue-Cushintown club and he
has been a referee for ten years. He
is a former footballer and hurler.

|

Conallaigh agus Failigh i

_ ngleic sa Léig den chéad uair!

Ni chreidfeadh éinne nar bhain peilead-
6iri uaibhreacha Uibh Fhaili nd scoth-
imreoiri mar na Conallaigh chroga
craobh na Léige ariamh, faoin sean-
réimeas né mar Shraith Church &
General. Ach is amhlaidh ata agus
cruthoidh ceann acu inniu deis chun an
scéal sin a leigheas agus fagfar a geeili
imeartha san fhaopach ar feadh bliana
eile ar a laghad.

Cé gur thainig Uibh Fhaili chun cinn
nios tiisce i dtaca le gradaim naisilnta
is fior a ra go raibh Din na nGall nios
fearr maidir leis an Léig dhe agus b'é
an buaicphointe acu sa chomortas sin
go raibh siad sa chraobhchluiche i
1996 in aghaidh a gcomharsana, Daire
Cholmeille, a raibh an ceann is fearr
acu ar na Conallaigh an 14 sin. Chomh
maith is fior a ra le blianta beaga
anuas go raibh Uibh Fhaill in isle bri ag
treabhadh leo | Roinn 4 agus Dan na
nGall den chuid is mo sna hardrangan-
na | Roinn | né 2. Anuraidh afach nuair
a thainig na Failigh sa chéad ait i Roinn
4, a bhiochas sin do Tomas 0 Laighin
an Bainisteoir, bhi deis acu imirt sna
cluichi ceathricheannais agus, dairire,
bhi mi-adh orthu an chluiche in éadan
Chill Dara a chaillitint le ctilin amhain.

Ach b'shin tas le hathbheochan na
peile sa 'Chontae Dilis'; mar is eol,
anois, bhain siad Corn Ui Bhroin,
comortas do chontaethe Laighean,
agus ina dhiaidh sin chloigh siad fir
scafanta na Mi chun craobh Laighean a
bhaint den chéad uair 6 1982. Cé gur
chaill siad an cluiche leathcheannais in
aghaidh Mhaigh Eo nior chaill siad aon
chluiche 6 shin agus sa leagan amach
nua sa Léig Church & General bhiodar
sa Roinn chéanna le Ciarral, Atha
Cliath, An Cabhan agus Tir Eoghain.

Nuair & bhain Dan na nGall craobh
shinsear Ulle-Eireann 1 1992 den chéad
agus an t-aon uair bhi sé tugtha suas
ddibh go raibh foireann thar an
choiteann acu ach mar is dual i gClige
Uladh nior éirigh lea craobh an Chiige
a bhaint aris go nuige seo. Sa Léig
reatha bhi na Conallaigh, ar nés na
Failigh, i Roinn an-laidir agus thangadar
amach chun tosaigh sa Roinn; ceann
de na foire a chloigh siad (agus
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dioltas bainte amach!) na Doire
Cholmcille ata sa chluiche leathchean-
nais eile inniu.

Ma bhionn aon chiall leis an nath
gurbl an fhoireann a bhaineann cean-
nas i 1&r na pairce an ceann a bhuann
beidh sé fior-spéisidil sa cheantar sin
inniu. | gcas na bhFaileach ta beirt
chruthanta acu, Séamus O Griangin,
fear ard, laidir, cumasach agus Ciaran
Mac Manais nach bhfuil chomh hard
sin ach ata richumasach ag tabhairt
cinaimh do na tacaigh agus na tosai
araon agus ata in ann cdl nd ciilin a
ghnéthl in am an ghatair. | geas na
gConallach ta an fthoireann tri chéile
ard go maith ach ta beirt don scoth,
mar imreoirt, i [ar an ghoirt Séamus
Mag Aonasa agus Séamus O Ruain
beidh sé rite le fir Uibh Fhaili iad a
cheansu.

Ta an Iine tosal mar ata Peadar O
Bradaigh, O Maoileoin agus Uinsionn
{Vinnie) Mac Laithimh ag an Contae
Dilis chomh héifeachtach Is até in aon
chontae; ta an clbéire, Padraig O
Ceallaigh, gan locht agus sna tacaigh
ta 'AllStar' Cathal O Dalaigh sa
chiinne agus an captaen Fionnbarra O
Cuilinn ard-ifeachtach. Ta an chuid
eile den fhoireann d'ardchaighdean
freisin agus trid is trid is "foireann” iad
gan aon réaltdga mar a tugtar orthu
anois.

Ta cuid d'fhoireann 1992 fos ag tab-
hairt sar-sheirbhis do Thir Chonaill
agus ar ndoigh duine acu, Deaglan Mac
Cnaimhsi mar bhainisteoir orthu anois.
Ach nior chaill siad luas, fuinneamh nd
dinghaois agus nil s&rl leitheid Sean
S. 0 Dochartaigh sna tacaigh ni Aonton
0 Baoill sna tosal; ar ndéigh ta an
fhoireann ar fad laidir, oilte agus mar
addrathas thuas ta an bheirt larpairce
chomh maith le né nios fearr na céili
imeartha ar bith sa tir,

Mar sin, ta togha chluiche le bheith
faoinar mbréid inniu agus ag meas an
toradh a bhi acu in aghaidh Chorcai
caithfear a ra go mbeidh an |a leis na
Conallaigh.

Tréaslaitear leis an da fhoireann as
teacht an fhad seo sa chomortas. Go
maire siad.



Ulster's strongest
representation in
three years

he Church and General
TNational Football League semi-

finals today will see three
Ulster counties in action at this
stage for the first time since 1995.

Amazingly, Donegal and Derry were

also engaged in those games and both
recorded wins. Derry beat Tyrone in
their semi-final and Donegal knocked
out Laois.

DRAMATIC WIN
Donegal are back in the last four after
an interval of two seasons.

A magnificent point from over forty
five metres by John Ban Gallagher two
minutes into injury time earned the
North West County a dramatic win over
Cork at Croke Park.

Cork looked to have ensured a replay
when Colin Corkery pointed a 45
metres free on the 60th minute to
leave the teams level.

But Donegal powered back from the
kick-out. Centre half back Martin

One title already for Ulster

Ister's strong representation in today's Church
Uand General National Football League semi-

finals, brings into focus the fact that the
province has already won one of the season's major
football titles - the interprovincial championship. The
North beat Leinster by 0-20 to 0-17 after extra time at
Clones in February.

The victorious team included J. J. Doherty, Noel
Hegarty, Jim McGuinness and Tony Boyle (Donegal),
Kieran McGeeney, Henry Downey, Anthony Tohill and
Gary Coleman, who went in as a substitute, of Derry

The last year that the interprovincial title and the
Church and General National League crown went to
Ulster in the same season was 1995. Derry won the
League and retained the crown a year later for the
last two successes by a Northern county.

Crossan won possession and initiated
a move that ended with Gallagher
expertly flighting the ball over the bar
to give his side an 0-10 to 0-9 win.

John Joe Doherty and Barry
McGowan in defence, Brian Murray at
midfield and top scoring Tony Boyle,
who hit seven points, were best for
Donegal.

The Donegalmen have a good record
in National League semi-finals in the
nineties. They got off to a disappointing
start by losing to Kildare by 0-14 to 1-
10 in 1991 but have the perfect record
in three appearances in the meantime.

They beat Clare 1-12 to 1-7 in 1893,
Laois by 1-14 to 2-8 in 1995 and Cork
in that last appearance two seasons
ago.

OFFALY LOSE GRIP

Offaly looked well on the road to victory
on their last National League semi-final
appearance in 1982 when they led
Cork by 1-7 to 0-5 at the interval

before an attendance of 11,487.

The Leinster men deserved their
lead. They were the sharper side, took
their scores well and when they went
six points clear two minutes into the
second half they locked finalists in
waiting.

However, Cork rallied strongly after
that, did not concede a single score in
the last twenty three minutes and a
goal by left full forward Ephie Fitzgerald
in the 43rd minute set Cork up for a 1-
15 to 1-10 win.

g Dunne and Gerry Carroll at mid-
field, Brendan Lowry, top scorer with 1-
3, Matt Connor, scorer of five points,
and Michael Lowry in defence, were
hard workers for the Faithful County.

That was one of two defeals since
Offaly's last semi-final win in 1973
when they beat Sligo by 0-11 to 0-8 at
Croke Park before 16,400 spectators.
Tony McTague led the scoring returns
with 0-5,

The Faithful County lost their next
outing at this stage to Roscommon in
1979 by 1-14 to 0-12, Then came that
only other engagement against Cork 16

years ago.

League Champions 1985

SPLENDID COME-BACK BY TOHILL

An outstanding performance by midfield-

er Anthony Tohill, in his first competitive
game in ten months, was a feature of
Derry's 1-12 to O-7 win over Mayo at
Croke Park in their last League semi-
final outing two years ago.

Tohill worked tirelessly all over the
field, scored four grand points and gen-
erally proved a real inspiration to Derry.

The Ulster county dictated matters in
the first half and it took four late points
in around four minutes near the close to
bring Mayo back into the race as they
trailed by 0-6 to 0-4 at the interval.

Derry, defending champions, got off to
a great start in the second half. After
only three minutes the ball slipped from
the hands of a Mayo defender and Joe
Broily was on the spot to collect. He
went off on a sclo run before sending
the ball right footed to the net for the
only goal of the game.

The Oak Leaf men went on from there
for a good win. In addition to Tohill, tire-
less Kieran McKeever at right full back,
full back David O'Neill, Enda Gormley
and Brolly in attack impressed for the

- winners.

THIRD TIME LUCKY?

Monaghan are hoping it will prove a
case of third time lucky in their latest
semi-final appearance. Their last win
was in 1986 when, as defending cham-

pions (their final win the previous year
ranks as their only League crown so far),
they met Mayo at Croke Park.

Points in the closing seconds by right
full back Gene Sherry and defender
turned forward Gerry Hoey clinched a
hard-earned but deserved 0-10 to 1-6
win,

Hoey was chosen in the attack in the
absence of the unavailable Eamonn
McEnaney, now, of course, the
Menaghan team manager.

A year later Monaghan lost to Kerry by
2-11 to 2-9 and in 1988 the sharpshoot-
ing of Kieran Duff, who hit 1-5, played a
big part in Dublin's win over the Ulster
county. That ranks as Monaghan's last
semi-final outing.

The Monaghan
team which
brought the county
its only League
title when they
defeated Kerry in a
replay in 1985.
Back row (I-r): Hugh
Clerkin, David Byrne,
Eugene O'Hanlen,
Eamonn McEnaney,
Eamonn Murphy,
Ciaran Murray,
Fergus Caulfield,
Gerry McCarville,
Front row {Ir): Ray
MeCarron, Declan
Flanagan, Paddy
Linden, Eugene
Sherry (captain),
Eugene Hughes,
Brendan Murray,
Michael O’Dowd.

The non-Ulster
representatives,
Offaly are shown here
in action against
Galway last Sunday
with centre-half-for-
ward James Stewart
in passession, sup-
ported by Vinny
Claffey.
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Offaly 2-13; Donegal 1-3.

o say that this first-ever
Tmeeting of Offaly and one-

gal was a disappointment
would be a gross understate-
ment, for a game from
which so much was expected
was dying as a contest even
before the half-way stage was
reached. In fact, the Offaly coup
was delivered in the first quarter
after Donegal, thanks to points
by Mick McLoone and John
Bradley, the last of these at the
11th minute, giving the Ulster
side the lead for the first time.

The lead was short-lived, howev

er, as Sean Kilroy hit a brace of
goals in the 12th and 13th minutes
- scores that put Offaly on the way.
Yet, Donegal were always garnering
a goodly share of the midfield

When Last They Met .... April 1991

Donegal 1-16; Offaly 0-16.

n attendance of 5,000
Atumed up at Breffni Park

seven years ago for the
last meeting of Donegal and
Offaly when the counties
clashed at the quarter-final
stage of the 1990-91 competi-
tion. The Midlanders elected to
play with the wind in the open-
ing half but at the interval they
had to be satisfied with a two-
point lead - 6-7 to 0-5.

Donegal introduced former Mayo
star Pauric Brogan after the interval
and he was at the forefront of the
Northerner's best efforts. However,
despite a brace of points from the
Westerner and another from Brian
Murray, the Leinster side remained
ahead and with just three minutes
left their interval lead of two points

exchanges where Frank McFeely
and Declan O'Carroll matched
Ambrose Hickey and Larry Coughlan
all the way. Elsewhere, however,
there was a marked difference
between the sides, with John Smith,
Nicholas Clavin and Paddy
McCormack presenting an impass-
able barrier to Donegal's best
efforts. Up front, goal-getter Kilroy's
efforts were supplemented by
McTeague's impeccable marksman-
ship and the support enjoyed by
this pair was never less than
adequate,

McLoone was easily the most
enterprising of the northern attack,
but too often he laboured alone in
vain. Donegal's interval arrears of
six points might well have been only
three but for the disallowing of
Bradley's goal at the 20th minute;
but that was only part of the

was still intact. Then a floating ball
from Martin Gavigan was fisted to
the net by Tony Boyle and Donegal
were ahead for the first time and it
took a Peter Brady free with less
than a minute to go to send the
game into extra time (1-9 to 0-12).
The first period of extra time saw
Donegal put on a spurt and points
by Manus Boyle (two), Brogan and
James McHugh put them in com-
mand. Offaly replied through a
brace of minors from Mark Plunkett
but the Faithful county never really
threatened to deny Donegal and
they advanced to the semiinal by a
relatively comfortable three points.

Donegal scorers: M.Boyle 0-4,
T.Boyle 1-1, P.Brogan 0-3, T.Ryan O
2, JL.MeMullan 0-2, J.McHugh 0-2,
D.Bonner 0-1, B.Murray 0-1.

Offaly: P.Brady 0-4, V.Claffey 0-3,

8

losers' troubles as Offaly coasted
home.

Offaly scorers: T.McTeague 0-11,
S.Kilroy 2-0, W.Bryan 0-1,
M.0'Rourke O-1.

Donegal: M.McLoone 1-2, J.Bradley
0-1.

Offaly: M.Furlong, M.Ryan,
G.Hughes, P.McCormack,
E.Mulligan, J.Smith, N.Clavin,
L.Coughlan, A.Hickey, P.Monaghan,
W.Bryan, T.McTeague, M.O'Rourke,
J.Fiynn, S.Kilroy.

Sub: J.Cooney for Flynn.

Deonegal: S.Hoare, D.Monaghan,
J.Hannigan, P.Kelly, B.McEniff,

M. Griffin, A.Carroll, T.McFeely,
D.Carroll, S.Granahan, S.ferriter,
M.McLoone, J.Bradley, M.Colgan,
J.Quigley.

Sub: P.Conaghan for Griffin,
A.Gallagher for Colgan, L.McDaig
for Hannigan.

ig2

D.Reynolds 0-2, M.Plunkett 0-2,
B.Lowry 0-2, M.Duignan 0-2,
M.Casey 0-1.

Donegal: G.Walsh, J.J.Doherty,
S.Bonner, M.Gallagher, N.Hegarty,
M.Gavigan, M.Shovlin, B.Murray,
M.Gallagher, B.McGowan, D.Bonner,
T.Ryan, J.McMullan, T.Boyle,
M.Boyle.

Subs: J.McHugh for Hegarty,
P.Brogan for M.Boyle, M.McHugh for
D.Bonner, M.Boyle for MeHugh,
G.Curran for Brogan, D.Bonner for
Ryan.

Offaly: L.Molloy, 1.Coffey.
K.Keelaghan, M.Lowry, M.Duignan,
M.Devine, J.Stewart, P.Dunne,
M.Plunkett, D.Reynolds, D.Kelfy,
V.Claffey, M.Casey, P.Bradly,
B.Lowry,

Subs: A Bracken for Plunkett,

. Mullen for Claffey, Plunkett for
Casey.

Barry McGowar.

Front row (I-r): Shane Carr, Adrian Sweeney, Noel H

Brian Roper, Noel McGinley, John Duffy.

The Donegal team which defeated Cork in the quarter-final at Croke Park last Sunday.

Back row (I-r): Tony Boyle, Jim McGuinness, James Ruane, Paul Callaghan, Martin Coll, Brendan Devenney,

egarty, Damian Diver, John Joe Doherty (captain).

Steady build-up by Donegal

onegal’s performance
then seeing off Cork
last Sunday in the

Church and General National
Football League quarter-final
was probably their best team
display since that memorable
day when they beat Dublin in
1992 for the county's only All-
Ireland senior championship.

The North-West County has
been steadily building up strength
since their surprise defeat by
Cavan in the Bank of Ireland
Ulster semi-final last June. That
point was reinforced by their
assured performance last week.

Donegal played with confi-
dence throughout. They got off
to the best possible start with a

goal by Brendan Devenney in
the opening minutes and went
on to lead by 2-11 to 0-9 in the
44th minute.

Cork then had a goal from a
penalty but the Ulster men took
that set-back in their stride, did
not concede a further score and
ran out well-merited and convine-
ing winners by 2-14 to 1-9.

That win set the seal on
Donegal’s achievement in win-
ning the League Section B litle
earlier and indicates that they
have solid grounds for optimism
about their chances of forging
out another win here.

They have a nice blend of
youth and experience. Tony
Boyle, playing some of the best
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football of his career at present,
team-captain John Joe Doherty,
Noel Hegarty, Barry McGowan
and Brian Murray, all of whom
appeared in last week's game,
are solid links with the Sam
Maguire Cup winning side.

All five helped to fashion
Donegal’s last semi-final win in
1996 over Cork and that side
also included James Ruane and
Brian Roper, two more links with
last week's win.

The experience of these play-
ers is bound to be invaluable in
helping Donegal to produce the
type of form that will be needed
if they are to record a fourth
League semi-final triumph in
four games since 1993.



Semi-Final Reports

Diin na nGall

y the standards of Meath,
BKiIdare, Kerry and Dublin,

Donegal were latecomers to
the National League semi-finals
and the competition was more
than 20 years in existence before
the North westerners reached the
knock-out stages for the first time
(1952). It was a shattering experi-
ence for the newcomers as they
were hit by three first-half goals
by rampant Cork, and though
Donegal put in a heroic second-
half effort which saw points from
Coyle (3) and McAuley and
McGetterick (two each) reduce the
arrears, the gap was too wide and
Cork won by 3-3 to 0-7.

Thirteen years later Donegal con-
tested their second semifinal, but
the 1965 joust with Kerry was anoth-
er big disappointment as they went

down by 1-8 to 3-10. Undaunted,
Donegal were back a year later -
against Longford who were appearing
in their first semifinal. A game that
could have been won was lost, albeit
narrowly, as Micky McLoone took the
top scorer spot with 0-8 in a 0-11 to
0-13 defeat.

For the third year running Donegal
were league semi-finalists but the
1967 encounter with Galway was to
be a memorable occasion for an inci-
dent that may well have cost Donegal
the game when Eamon Moules, the
referee, reversed a penalty decision
with a free out. Micky MclLoone (0-3),
Sean Ferriter and Niall Gallagher a
goal each accounted for the bulk of
Donegal's 2-4 to Galway's 1-10.

The 1969 clash with Offaly was
Donegal's most disastrous outing at
this stage as Tony McTeague grabbed
the scoring honours despite a cred-
itable 1-2 from McLoone. The fultime
score of 2-13 to 1-3 tells it all.

Five appearances, five defeats;
Donegal were finding the league
semi-final an impossible task and
they had to wait until 1993 to make
the breakthrough, which was at the
expense of Clare as Tony Boyle,
James McHugh and Barry
Cunningham shared the scoring hon-
ours ina 1-12 to 1-7 victory.

It was a welcome change of for-
tune for the north west as two year's
previously they had suffered their
sixth semi-final reverse at the hands
of Kildare (1-10 to 0-14), though
Tony Boyle's 1-2 was the best return
of the afternoon. But having found
the formula, Donegal went from
strength to strength, beating Laols by
1-14 to 2-8 in '95 and Cork by 0-10
to 0-9 twelve months later. Having
won their last three outings at this
stage, fourth semifinal success in
six years is the target Donegal is
aiming for today.

Uibh Fhaili

t will not surprise anyone with
Ieven the slightest knowledge

of gaelic football that Offaly
have contested more champi-
onship than league semi-finals
(the figures are 12 to 5), but
despite this imbalance it should
be noted that the Faithful county
were invelved in the penultimate
round of the National League
twelve months before their cham-
pionship breakthrough.

That was in 1959 when Kerry were
their opponents at Croke Park, an
occasion of few happy memaries for
Offaly as Kerry won as they pleased
(3-8 to 0-5). Har Donnelly accounted
for three of Offaly's five points.

Unlike Donegal, Offaly did not have
to wait too long for their first semi-
final success - and it was at

Danegal's expense in a remarkably
one-sided encounter that was out of
contention even before the halfway
stage was reached. Sean Kilroy and
Tony McTeague were responsible for
most of Offaly's 2-13 to which the
losers' reply was only 1-3.

Offaly's next semi-final experience
was less than rewarding; as reigning
All-lreland champions they were
favourites to beat Mayo in '72, but
on the day it was the outsiders who
made the running thanks to a great
brace of goals by Willie McGee.
Offaly eventually fashioned a draw as
McTeague kicked himself into the
record books with all but two of
Offaly's 16 points - one of which was
the second-last kick of the game (0-
16 to 2-10). A trip to 'the States' did
not help Offaly's replay preparations,
and though the Ferbane marksman
again accounted for all but two of his
side's elght points, Mayo were wor-
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thy winners by 1-11 to 0-8.

Offaly were a fading force in 1973,
but they were still strong enough to
handle a spirited but somewhat
ragged Sligo challenge at Croke Park.
As was the case against Mayo a year
previously, Offaly were unable to find
the net; McTeague, however, was
again to the fore in taking the scoring
honours with 0-5 In the 0-11 to 0-6
victory.

The reversal of Offaly's fortunes at |

the beginning of the 1980s was
marked by what was to prove their
last semi-final to date. Having
already lost twice to Cork earlier in
the season, Offaly were less than
confident in taking on the Leesiders
at Croke Park where a team that was
always struggling - despite Brendan
Lowry's 0-6 - went down by 1-10 to 1-
15;

The Offaly team which defeated Galway in the quarterfinal at Hyde Park,
Roscommon. i
Back row (Ir): Cathal Daly, Vinnie Claffey, John Kenny, Ciaran MacManus, Roy Malone, James Grennan,
Colm Quinn.
franf row (lr): David Foley, James Stewart, Peter Brady, Finbar Cullen, Barry Malone, Ronan Mooney,

Offaly’s winning streak in League

an Offaly celebrate their
Cretum to Croke Park by

going one better than on
their last visit there in August
when they lost to Mayo in the
Bank of ireland All-Ireland senior
football semi-final?

Only time will tell but the Faithful
County has well and truly put that
set-back firmly in the shade. They
waon Section C in fine style and last
Sunday brought their record to a
superb 15 wins, one draw and one
defeat in the Church and General
National League since the start of
last season.

The Leinster champions had to
work hard to keep on the winning
trail last week against Galway in the
rain at Dr. Hyde Park. The Connacht
men did not help their cause by

shooting 13 wides, but that still
cannot take from the merit of the
Offaly success.

The Easterners played with poise
and assurance, combined well and
all but one of their forwards scored
from play. James Grennan played a
big part at midfield in earning Offaly
a lead of 0-7 to 0-5 at the break
and he continued to prove an influ-
ential figure in the second half.

Colm Quinn struck a vital blow for
Offaly early in the second half.
Galway had reduced their arrears to
a single point and were moving well.
Then midfielder Ciaran McManus
sent a free into the Galway goal-
mouth which was flicked on for
Quinn to find the back of the net for
the only goal of the day.

Galway, to their credit, kept bat-

11

tling away, but Offaly continued to
play with assurance. They withstood
strong Galway pressure and fin-
ished in style with points by James
Stewart and Roy Malone for a well-
deserved 1-11 to 0-10 win.

Grennan and McManus had the
edge at midfield. Quinn with 1-2 and
Peter Brady 0-3 led the scoring
parade and the defence, shrewdly
marshaled by Cathal Daly and
Finbarr Cullen, presented a solid
barrier to the Western attack.

Offaly are now a mature team
with genuine and understandable
confidence in thelr own ability. They
do not panic under pressure, com-
bine well and all in all are well
equipped for this bid to earn the
county a first final appearance in a
quarter of a century.



alone a young man in form
Rox Malone is a young man who is not allowing

the grass to grow under his feet. Last August
at only 21 he celebrated his Bank of Ireland
Leinster senior football final win by scoring two
 golden goals to power Offaly to an upset win over

' Meath. e :

The Rhode clubman has also contributed in fine style to
 Offaly's march to this semi-final. Although he contributed
st a single point to last week's win over Galway he still

- got through much valuable work throughout the game.
Malone made his senior championship debut as
recently as last year and is now firmly established as an
accomplished and hard-to-mark forward.

| He is another who has graduated to the premier
ranks after a successful under-age career that brought
him Offaly minor championship medals and a Leinster
u 21 so

ony Boyle is one of Donegal's ?‘Q
longest-serving campaigners, having | ;

made his senior inter-county
. championship debut in 1990. However, he
is playing exceptionally well at present.

Earlier this year his expert finishing
technigue and clever play made him an
xciting star for Ulster in the march to the
nterprovincial title. He scored a majestic 0-24 |
. over three games, all of which went to extra
time.

Boyle's leadership and scoring flair also
. had much to do in earning Donegal their
- place in today's League semi-final.

The Dungloe clubman is a brilliant link
with the side that brought the Sam Maguire
: Cup to Donegal in 1992. Later that year he
- won an All Star award and he also holds
: two Ulster senior medals.

One of the best full forwards of modern

| times, Boyle Is Donegal's leading scorer

| with 1-37 (40 points) in eight games at an

L average of five points a match.

Offaly's Last Semi-Final
Cork 1-15; Offaly 1-10.

ndoubtedly, a game of distinct
Uhalves - but Offaly's half was not

nearly as impressive or as pro-
ductive as the opposition's.

Offaly's dominance of the first half was
less than overwhelming, but it was still
good enough to put six points between the
sides when the halftime whistle sounded.
In that period of Midland supremacy Offaly
were scoring steadily while Cork were vainly
trying to establish some kind of pattern,
and with Matt Connor willing and able to
profit from the service provided by the mid-
fielders Gerry Carroll and Padraig Dunne, it
looked plain sailing.

And it was plain sailing...but only to the
half-way stage for when Cork reorganised
their forces during the break they could
hardly have hoped for such a transforma-
tion as eventually enveloped the scene. The
scoring perfectly illustrates the pattern of
the game. In the opening half Offaly scored
1-8 to Cork's 0-5, but Offaly's last score
came In the 36th minute and from there on
Cork forced the pace as the Offaly effort
became more ragged by the minute.

The parting of the ways came on the turn
of the last quarter when a great Cork move
left Martin Furlong with no chance between
the posts. That wasn't guite the end for
Offaly - Matt Connor and Brendan Lowry
continued to pose a threat, but it was a
threat that gradually faded as Cork sprinted
home.

Offaly scorers: B.Lowry 1-3, M.Connor 0-
5, G.Carroll 0-1, A.O'Halloran O-1.

Offaly: Martin Furlong, Mick Lowry, Mick
Fitzgerald, Charlie Conroy, Stephen Darby,
Richie Connor, Liam Currams, Gerry Carroll,
Padraig Dunne, Fat Fitzgerald, Matt Connor,
Aidan O'Halloran, Tom Fitzpatrick, John
Guinan, Brendan Lowry.

ike their opponents today,
LDonegal's last penultimate out-

ing was against Cork but unlike
the Faithful county representatives
there was a successful outcome to
the proceedings. However, in a very
tight contest the outcome was in
doubt right up to the final whistle.
Things looked decidedly bright for
Donegal after the first half when,
having played into a slight breeze,
they led by 0-5 to 0-4. All five of their
first half scores came from the boot
of Tony Boyle while Colin Corkery got
all bar one of the Leesider's reply.

Within six minutes of the restart Donegal
were three points ahead thanks to
efforts by Brian Roper and Paddy
Hegarty, but a spell of Cork dominance
resulted in points by Corkery (2), Paul
McGrath and John Q'Driscoll to give the
Leesiders the lead. Tony Boyle equalised
for Donegal at the three-quarter stage
and another point from the same player
four minutes later put the Ulster side
ahead. Although Corkery levelled mat-
ters, an injury time point by John Ban
Gallagher gave Donegal the victory they
just about deserved.

Donegal scorers: T.Boyle 0-7, B.Roper
0-1, P.Hegarty 0-1, J.B.Gallagher 0-1.
Donegal: Gary Walsh, John Joe Doherty,
Matt Gallagher, John Cunningham, Barry
McGowan, Mark Crossan, Martin Shovilin,
James Ruane, Brian Murray, John Ban
Gallagher, Noel Hegarty, Paddy Hegarty,
Brian Roper, Tony Boyle, Manus Boyle.
Subs - Sean McEwen for Shoviin.

April 1969 - NFL Semi-final:

Offaly 2:13: Donegal 1-3.

August 1972 - Alllreland Semi-final: Offaly 1-17; Donegal 2-10.

April 1991 - NFL Quarter-final:

Donegal 1-16; Offaly

0-16. (AET).
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(16) DUINE
EILE

17) Briqn Murray
B. 0 Muiri
{Kilcock)

(18) Eamon Reddin
E. O Rédain
(Muff)

(19) Raymond Sweeney
R. MacSuibhne
{Dungloe)

(20) Brian McLaughiinn
B. MacLochiainn
(Naomh Michael)

{21) John Gildea
S. MacGiolla Dé
(Naomh Conail)

(22) Manus Boyle
M. OBaoill
(Killybegs)

{23) .lnh_n Harran
S. 0 hEarain
(St. Eunan's)

(24) Mark Crossan
M. MacChrossain
(St. Eurnan’s)

Roghnairi:

Declan Bonner (Manager),
Charlie Mulgrew,

Matt Gallagher,

Micheal 0. Mclntyre (Coach).
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{Burt)

2 3 4
BARRY McGOWAN JOHN JOE DOHERTY DAMIAN DIVER
B. MacGabhainn S. S. 0 Dochartaigh (Capt.) D. O Duibhir
(Kitlybegs) {Naomh Columba) (Ardara)

o 6 7
NOEL McGINLEY MARTIN COLL NOEL HEGARTY
N. MagFhionnaile M. McColla N. O hEigeartaigh
(Naomh Columba) {Gweedore) (Naomh Columba)
8 9
JIM McGUINNESS JAMES RUANE
5. MagAonasa S. 0 Ruain
(Naomh Conaill) {Bundoran)

10 11 12
SHANE CARR ADRIAN SWEENEY BRIAN ROPER

S. MacGiolla Chearra A. MacSuibhne B. O Ropier
(Four Masters) {Dungloe) {Aodh Ruadh B/S)
13 14 15
JOHN DUFFY TONY BOYLE BRENDAN DEVENNEY
S. 0 Dufaigh A. 0 Baoill B. O Duibheannaigh
fAodh Ruadh B/S) (Dungloe) (St. Eunan's)

1adh Leath -

2adh Leath

Dathanna: Uaithne, Or is Ban

[~ 14

PAUL CALLAGHAN
P. 0 Cealiachain

- Seachai

45m

Saor Ciceanna

& IOMLAN

dadh Leath

Dathanna: Uaithne, Ban is Or

e

1
PADRAIG KELLY
P. O Ceallaigh

Cailini Seachai

45m

(Shamrocks)

2 3 4
CATHAL DALY BARRY MALONE DAVID FOLEY
C. O Dalaigh B. 0 Maoileoin D. 0 Foghlit
(Tullamore) (Rhode) (Ballyfore)

5 6 7
JOHN KENMNY FINBAR CULLEN JAMES BRADY
8. 0 Cionnaigt F. O Cuillin (Capt.) S. O Bradaigh
{Daingean) (Edenderry) (Gracefield)

8 9

CIARAN McMANUS JAMES GRENNAN
C. MacManais S. 0 Griandin
(Tubber) (Ferhane)
10 11 12
COLM QUINN JAMES STEWART RONAN MOONEY
C. 0 Coinn S. Stiobhard R. 0 Maonaigh
(Ballycumber) (Clara) (Shamrocks)
13 14 15
VINNY CLAFFEY ROY MALONE PETER BRADY
U. MacLaithimh R. 0 Maoleoin P. 0 Bradaigh
(Doon) (Rhode) (Edenderry)

Saor Ciceanna

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

(16) Ken Furlong
C. 0 Furlong
(Tullamore)

(17) Paul Mulvihill
P. 0 Maolmhichil
(Killeigh/Raheen)

(18) John Ryan
S. 0 Riain
(Shannonbridge)

(19) Phil O’Reilly
P. 0 Raghallaigh
(Tullamore)

(20) Alan Comerford
A. MacCumascaigh
(Walsh Isiand)

(21) Kevin Guing
C. Guing
(Edenderry)

(22) Barry Mooney
B. 0 Maonaigh
(Shamrocks)

(23) Ken Kelleghan
C. 0 Céilleachain
(Rhode)

(24) Mark Daly
M. O Dalaigh
(Clara)

Roghnaoiri:

Tommy Lyons (Manager),
Paul O'Kelly,

Eddie Fleming.



Uibh Fhaili
Round 1 at Tullamore

Offaly 1-12; Monaghan 1-8
Scorers - Peter Brady 1-2, Vinny Claffey 0-3,

James Grennan 0-2, Claran McManus 0-2, Sean
Grennan 0-1, Roy Malone 0-1, Vincent Mooney O-1.

Round 2 at Parnell Park

Offaly 1-11; Dublin 1-8
Scorers - Peter Brady 1-1, James Grennan 0-2, Ronan
Mooney 0-2, Colm Quinn 0-2, Vinny Claffey 0-1, Finbar
Cullen 0-1, John Kenny 0-1, Shane Manley 0-1.

Round 3 at Tullamore

Offaiy 0-9; Kerry 1-4
Scorers - Ciaran McManus 0-3, Shane Manley 0-2,
Peter Brady 0-1, Vinny Claffey 0-1, Roy Malone 01,
John Kenny O-1,

Round 4 at Dungannon

Offaly 1-10; Tyrone . 1-8
Scorers - Shane Manley 0-4, Claran McManus 1-0,
Peter Brady 0-2, Vinny Claffey 0-2, Sean Grennan 0-1,
Finbar Cullen 0-1.

Round 5 at Markievicz Park

Offaly 1-9; Sligo 0-12
Scorers - Vinny Claffey 0-5, John Kenny 1-0, Peter
Brady 0-2, Ronan Mooney 0-1, James Brady 0-1.

Round 6 at Tullamore

Offaly 1-11; Cavan 0-11
Scorers - Ciaranh McManus 1-2, Peter Brady 0-3,
Vinny Claffey 0-2, Colm Quinn 0-2, Roy Malone 0-1,
Cathal Daly O-1.

Round 7 at Gorey :
Offaly 1-16; Wexford 0-10

Round 7 at Ru:shp M e

Scorers - Peter Brady O-7, Ciaran McMantis 04,
Barry Mooney 1-1, Vinny Claffey 0-1, James Grennan 01,
Roy Malone 0O-1, Colm Quinn 0-1.

Quarter-Final at Hyde Park

Offaly 1-11; Galway 0-10
Scorers - Colm Quinn 1-2, Peter Brady 0-3, James
Stewart 0-2, Ciaran McManus 0-2, Roy Malone 0-1,
Ronan Mooney O-1.

Total Scored 7-89 (110 points)
Total Conceded 4-72 (84)
Average 431
Scorers - Peter Brady 2-21, Ciaran McManus 2-13,
Vinny Claffey 0-15, Colm Quinn 1-7, Shane Manley 0-7,
James Grennan 0-5, Roy Malone 0-5, John Kenny 1-2,
Ronan Mooney 0-4, Barry Mooney 1-1, Finbar Cullen 0-2,
Sean Grennan 0-2, James Stewart 0-2, Vincent Mooney
0\1, James Brady 0-1, Cathal Daly O-1.

\

\
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1-12;

Donegal i
Scorers - Tony Boyle 0-5, John Duffy 1.2,
Shane Bradley 0-3, Brendan Devenney 0-1,

Brian Roper O-1.

Round 2 at Ballybofey

Donegal  2-14; Derry 1-9
Scorers - Tony Boyie O 8, Jim McGuinness 2- 0,
John Duffy 0-2, Shane Bradley 0-2,

Brendan Devenney 0-2, Brian Roper 0-2.

‘Round 3 at Lurgan

Donegal = 0-12; Armagh 31
Scorers - Tony Boyle 0.5, John Duffy 0.2,
Brendan Devenney 0-2, Jim McGuinness 0-1,

Brian MelLoughlin O-1, Adrian Sweeney O-1.

Round 4 at Ballyshannon
_Donegal 1-8; Meath 18
Scorers - Tony Boyle 0.5, John Duffy 11, '
Brendan Devenney 0-2.

Round & at Ballybofey

Donegal 2-11; Westmeath 28
Scorers - John Duffy 0-5, Tony Boyle 1-2, Brian Roper J
1-2, Brendan Devenney O-1, Adrian Sweeney 0-1.

Round G at Casement Park ..
Donegal  1-15; Antrim 2 _0-7
Scorers - Tony Boyie 0-5, John Duff) 05
Brian Roper 1-1, Adrian Sweeney 0-2,

Brendan Devenney D—l,-, Jim MeGuinness 0-1.

_Donegal i .
Scorers - John Duffy 1-4, Tony Boyfe 0- 4
Brendan Devenney 04, Adrian Sweeney % 1:
Brian Reper 0-1, Noel McGinley 0-1.

T Py S — ,

‘QuarterFinal at Croke Park

Y v Boyle 0-5,
Jim MecGuinness 0-2, Barry McGowan 0-1,
Noel Hegarty O-1, James Ruane 0-1,
Adrian Sweeney O-1, John Duffy 0-1.

Total Scored 11-101 (134 points)
Total Conceded 11-55 (88) )
Average 1S :
Scorers - Tony Boyle 1-37, John Duffy 3-22, Brendan
Devenney 2-15, Brian Roper 2-7, Jim McGuinness 2-4,
Adrian Sweeney 1-6, Shane Bradiey 0-5, Brian
MclLoughlin 0-1, Noel MeGinley 0-1, Barry McGowan »
0-1, Neel Hegarty 0-1, James Ruane O-1.

— 2

Derry

Round 1 at Ballinascreen
Derry 0-10; Westmeath 0-10

Monaghan

&ﬁ_

Round 1 at Tullamore
Offaly 1-12; Monaghan i-8

Scorers - Eamonn Burns 0-6, Benny Murray 0-2,
Johnny McBride 0-1, Adrian Heaney 0-1.

Scorers - Gary Meehan 0-5, Stephen McGinnity 1-1,
Damien Freeman 0-1, Mark Daly 0-1.

Round 2 at Ballybofey
Donegal 2-14; Derry 1-2

Round 2 at Clones
Monaghan 2-8; Cavan 1-8

Scorers - Gary Magill 0-3, Ronan Rocks 1-0, Benny

‘Murray 0-1, Johnny McBride 0-1, Anthony Tohill -1, Joe

Cassidy 0-1. Michael Gribben 0-1, Dermot Dougan 0-1.

Scorers - Declan Smyth 1-3, Kevin Hughes 04,
Peter Duffy 1-0, Mark Daly 0-1.

Round 3 at Celtic Park
Derry 2-15; London 1-6

Scorers - Benny Murray 1-2, Eamonn Burns 0-4, Ciaran
Higgins 1-1, Gary Magill 0-3, Ronan Rocks 0-2, Johnny
McEride 0-1, Paul Diamond O-1, G Diamond (-1,

Round 3 at Markievicz Park

Monaghan _1-11; Sligo 1-11
Scorers - Declan Tiernan 1-3, Declan Smyth 0-5,
Kevin Hughes 0-2, Stephen McGinnity O-1.

Round 4 at Scotstown
Monaghan _ 2-13; Wexford 1-8

- Round 4 at Casement Park

Derry 0-14;  Antrim 1-8

Scorers - Eamonn Buns (-5, Gary Magill 0-3, Anthony Tohill
(-2, Ciaran Higgins 02, Ronan Rocks 0-1, Gary Coleman O-1.

Scorers - Declan McKernan 1-2, Declan Smyth 0-4,
Hevin Hughes 0-4, Stephen McGinnity 1-0, Paurie
McShane 0-1, Gerard McGurk 0-1, Eamonn.Heey 0-1.

Round 5 at Pearse Park

Derry 0-13; Longford 0-10

Scorers - Eamonn Burns 0-4, Anthony Tohill 0-2, Joe
Cassidy 0-2, Benny Murray 0-1, Gary Magill 0-1, Seamus
Downey 0-1, Johnny McGurk O-1, Dermot Heaney O-1.

Round 5 at Parnell Park
Monaghan __ 2-12;  Dublin 0-12

Scorers - Darren Swift 1-1, Declan Smyth 0-3,
Declan McKernan 0-3, Cyril Ronaghan 1-0, Mark
Daly 0-2, Stephen McGinnity 0-1, Kevin Hughes 0-1,
John Conlon O-1.

Round 6 at Celtic Park
Derry 1-7; Meath 0-7

Round 6 at Clones
Kerry 2-9; Monaghan 0-10

Scorers - Joe Brolly 1-4, Eamonn Burns 0-1. Dermot
Dougan 0-1, Rory Boylan0-1.

Round 7 at Celtic Park
Derry 1-15; Armagh 2-10.

Scorers - Joe Brolly 05, Gary Magill 1-2, Eam@nn Bums
02, Gary Coleman 0-2, Johnny McBride 0-1, Dermot
Dougan 0-1, Dermot Heaney 0-1, Stephen McLaman G-1,

Scorers - Stephen McGinnity 0-3, Damien Freeman
0-2, John Conlon O-2, Declan Smyth 0-1, Kevin
Hughes 0-1, Darreny Swift 0-1.

ébund 7 at Omagh ;
Monaghan 2.6; Tyrone 0-11

Seorers - Declan Smyth 1-2, Kevin Hughes 1-2,
Declan MeKernan Q-1 Darren Swift 0-1.

Quarter-Final at Markievicz Park
Derry 1-9; Mayo 0-10.

Quartet-Final at Croke Park
Monaghan __ 2-6; Down 1-8

Scorets - Joe Brolly 0-3, Gary Coleman 1-0, Eamonn
Burns 0-2, Dermot Dougan 0-2, Dermot Heaney O-1,
Paul McFlynn O-1.

Total Scored 6-92 (110 points)

Total Conceded 6-74 (92)

Average 1.20

Scorers - Eamonn Burns 0-24, Gary Magill 1-12, Joe
Brolly 1-12, Benny Murray 1-6, Ronan Rocks 1-3, Ciaran
Higgins 1-3, Gary Coleman 1-3, Dermot Dougan 0-5,
Anthony Tohill 0-5, Johnny McBride 04, Joe Cassidy 0-3,
Dermot Heaney 0-3, Stephen MclLarnan O-1, Seamus
Downey 0-1, Johnny McGurk 0-1, Paufl Diamond 0-1,

G Diamond 0-1, Michael Gribben 0-1, Adrian Heaney 0-1,
Rory Boylan 0-1, Paul McFlynn O-1.

Scorers - Ste,ohm McGinnity 1 2 Darren Swift 1-0,
Damien Freeman 0-3, Peter Duffy O-1.

Total Scored 12-74 (110 points)

Total Conceded 7-79 (100)

Average 1.10

Scorers - Declan Smyth 2-18, Kevin Hughes 1-14,
Stephen McGinnity 3-8, Declan McKernan 1-6,
Darren Swift 2-3, Damien Freeman 0-6,

Declan Tiernan 1-3, Gary Meehan 0-5,

Mark Daly 0-4, Peter Duffy 1-1, John Conlon 0-3,
Cyril Renaghan 1-0, Pauric McShane O-1,

Gerard McGurk O-1, Eamonn Hoey O-1. -



{16} David Hasson
D. 0 hosain
(Banagher)

(17) Johnny McGurk
5. Mag0irc
(Lavey)

(18) Stephen McLarnon
5. MacGiolla Earnain
{Castledawson)

(19) Ruairi Boylan
R. O Baiollain
(Glenullin)

(20) Adrian Heaney
A 0 hEanna
(Castledawson)

{21) Joe Cassidy
S. 0 Caiside
(Bellaghy)

(22) Ciaran Higgins
S. O huiginn
(Magherafelt)

(23) Sean Donnelly
S. 0 Donnaile
(Ballinderry)

(24) Benny Murray
B. 0 Muiri
(Ballinascreen)

Roghneiri:

Brian Mullins (Manager),
Frank Kearney,

Anthony McGurk,

Enda Gormley.
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Dathanna: Dearg is Ban Dathanna: Ban is Gorm
1 1
EOIN McCLOSKEY JOHN Q'CONNOR
E. Mac Bhioscaidh S. 0 Conchiiir
(Dungiven) (Carrickmacross)
2 3 4 2 3 4
KIERAN McKEEVER  HENRY DOWNEY JOHNNY McBRIDE |  EDWIN MURPHY GERARD McGURK NOEL MARRON
C. Maclomhair (Capt.) A. 0 Diinaigh S. MacGiolla Bhride E. O Murchi (Capt.) G. MagOirc N. 0 Mearain
(Dungiven) (Lavey) (Loup) (Castleblayney) (Scotstown) (Donaghmoyne)
5 6 7 5 6 7
|
PAUL McFLYNN  SEAN M. LOCKHART FERGAL McCUSKER | DERMOT McARDLE = SEAMUS MULLEN JOHN CONLON
P. MacFEloinn S§. M. Locard F. MacOscair D. MacArdail S. O Maoleain S. 0 Conluain
(Loup) (Banagher) (Glen) (Castlebiayney) (Scotstown) (Carrickmacross)
8 8 9
ANTHONY TOHILL DERMOT HEANEY PAURIC McSHANE CYRIL RONAGHAN
A. O Tuathail D. 0 hEanna P. MacSeain C. 0 Reannachain
(Swatragh) (Castledawson) (Clontibret) (Tyholland)
10 11 12 10 11 12
GARY MAGILL GARY COLEMAN EAMONN BURNS DAMIEN FREEMAN MARK DALY KEVIN HUGHES
G. Mac an Ghoill G. 0 Colmain E. 0 Broin D. Mac an tSaoir M. O Dalaigh C. 0 hAodha
(Glen) (Magherafelt) (Ballinascreen) (Magheracloone) {Drumhowan) (Latton)
13 14 15 13 14 15
JOE BROLLY SEANMUS DOWNEY DERMdT DOUGAN DECLAN SMYTH DECLAN McKIERAN STEPHEN McGINNITY
5. 0 Brolaigh 8. 0 Dinaigh D. O Duagdin D. MacGabhann D. MacCiarnain S. MacFhinneachta
(Dungiven) {Lavey) (Newbridge) (Carrickmacross) (Clones) ({Drumhowan)

Seachai

dadh Leath

Saor Ciceanna
dadh Leath

Ciil Cailini

Seachai

45m

Saor Ciceanna

2adh Leath

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

IOMLAN

(16)

(7)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

Glen Murphy
G. 0 Murchii
(Emyvale)

Darren Swift
D. O Fuada
(Monaghan Harps)

Pet_er Duffy
P. O Dufaigh
(Castleblayney)

Niall Magennis
N. MacAonghusa
(Clontibret)

Pauric McDonald
P. MacDomhnaill
{Castleblayney)

Colin McAree
C. MacConraoi
(Monaghan Harps)

Eamonn Hoey
E. 0 hEochaidh
(Killanny)

Fergal Duffy
F. O Dufaigh
(Inniskeen)

Gerry Mone
G. O Moachain
(Clontibret)

Roghnaoiri:
Eamonn McEneaney,
P.J. McKenna.
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Ta sean-aithne ag

Doire is Muineachan

ar a cheéile!

a na babhtai deirean-
Tnacha den Léig Church &
General plodaithe le

hUltaigh agus inniu ta dha
chontae iomraiteacha on
Chiige sin i ngleic d'ait sa
chraobhchluiche. Ma ta cail
nios mo ar Dhoire Cholmcille
le blianta beaga anuas, le
craobh Uile-Eireann i 1993
agus dha chraobh Léige i
1995 agus 1996 ni feidir a ra
nar cualathas tracht ar fhir
scafanta chontae na 'gnoc is
na loch', Muineachan, go dti
inniu; bhiodar ar an staitse
naisitinta chomh fada siar le
1930 nuair nach raibh con-
taethe eile an Chiige,
seachas An Cabhan, ach ag
lapadoireacht 6 thuaidh!

Mear adeirtear ta Doire molta
dé mbeimis inar dtost agus ta
peileaddirt acu faol Iathair nach
bhfuil a sara le fail in aon chon-
tae eile - imreoiri ar nos
Sheosaimh O Broiligh, Ciaran
Mac Jomhair, Anton O Tuathail
aus go leor elle; ta taithi na
mblianta acu ag imirt le chéile
agus ciall cheannaithe na n-

ocaidi mara i bPairc An
Chrocaigh agus aiteanna eile.

Ta iar-imreoir, duine de shér-
mireoiri a linne, Eamon Mac an
Eanaigh, mar bhainisteoir ar
Mhuineachan le tamall agus t&
sé tar éis creididint iontu féin a
ghinitint sa bhfoireann. Ar
ndoigh ba bhall cruthanta é
Eamon ar fhoireann 1988 an
ceann deireannach a bhain
craobh Uladh agus is buntaiste
& d'aon bhainisteolr go bhfuil
meas ag ha himreoiri air agus
mortas as an héachtai a rinne
Sé,

Ta sean-aithne ag an da
fhoireann seo ar a chéile agus
ni dhéanfar dearmad i
Muineachan ar an deis a cail-
leadh | 1994 nuair a bhi deis
acu Doire, seaimpini Uile-Eire-
ann 1993, a chloigh i gCluain
Eols; bhi comhscér ann ag
deireadh agus an chaoi caillte
nuair a bhi orthu taisteal go
Péirc Cheilteach i nDoire don
athimirt. Nil an oiread céanna
iomra ar imreoiri laithreach
Mhuineachain ach mar sin féin
ta fir éifeachtach i ngach cearn

den-phairc acu, daoine ar nos
Damien Mac a' tSaoir, Stiofan
Mac Fhionnartaigh agus Paraic
Mac Seain; nil aon amhras ach
go bhfuil fitntas iontu agus taid
tar éis feabhs( ¢ chluiche go
céile le linn na Léige reatha.

An bhfuil Doire ar a bhealach
ar ais né an geuirfidh 'éige’
Mhuineachain laincis orhtu
inniu? Is rud le sonrd & go bhfuil
tri fhoireann 6 Ultaibh sna
cluichi leath-cheannails inniu
agus i geceann scathaimh beidh
siad in aghaidh a chéile sa
chraobhchluiche; dairire i
geeann cuig sheachtain heidh
Doire agus Muineachan ag
casadh ar a chéile sa chéad
bhabhta de chraocbh Uladh. Is
fath eile € sin go ndéanfaidh an
da fhoireann tréan-iarracht chun
an cluiche inniu a bhuachan.

Ni mér don trachtaire ceann
acu a roghnt agus ni mor a tho-
gaint san aireamh gur smach-
taigh Doire curaidh Chonnachta,
Maigh Eo, an Domhnach seo
caite agus nach bhfuil An Dun
chomh héifeachtach is a bhi, Ar
an gbhar sin tugtar an 'nod' do
Dhoire dul fhad leis an geraob-
hchluiche.

Tréaslaitear a ngaisce leis an
da fhoireann agus moltar a
mBainisteoirl Brian O Maoleoin
agus Eamon Mac An Eanaigh as
a stilrthoireacht. Go maire siad
uilig.

U-17 Compromise Rules v. Australia

Sunday, April 12th in Tullamore at 2.00p.m.
Leinster v. Australia
(Curtain-raiser to Dublin v. Laois -
Leinster U-21 Football Final)

Tuesday, April 14th in Silverbridge at 5.30p.m.
Ulister v. Australia

Thursday, April 16th in Tuam at 5.30p.m.
Connacht v. Australia

®eeccssssssseccnccsenanBad
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Sunday, April 19th in Ennis at 2.00p.m.
Munster v. Australia
(Curtain-raiser to Clare v. Galway NHL game)

Wednesday, April 22nd in Croke Park at 2.00p.m.
Ireland v. Australia

For further information contact: Pat Daly,

GAA Coaching and Games Development Manager,
Croke Park, Dublin 3.

Tel: (01) 836 3222. Fax: (01) 836 6420.

which reach the closing stages of the

National League often bear scant
resemblance to the sides which started out
on the trail the previous October. The rea-
sons are varied - club commitments, play-
ers wishing to take a break and occasional-
ly disenchantment with inter-county fare.

Donegal proved the most frugal of the 'last

four' using 28 players in their eight outings,
with their opponents today, Offaly, proving near-
ly as frugal with 29. Monaghan also managed
to get through 29 individuals on thelr way to
the semi-finals but Derry proved the most
unsetiled side with 37 players doing duty dur-
ing their eight-game campaign. Here is how

Unlike the championship, the teams

each county fared in personnel matters

between the first round and in qualifying for

today‘s games:

As already stated, Donegal were
the thr\ft est of the four in using 28 players in
their eight games to date, However, despite

winning their opening encounter against

Longford, the selectors made three changes for
their second round tie with Derry, but following
that result the side was unchanged for round 3
at Armagh. Two more changes followed for
round 4 and in every round since there has
been at least two changes from game to game.
Seven players appeared in all eight outings:
Paul Callaghan, Damian Diver, Brian Roper,
John Duffy, Tony Boyle, Brendan Devenney and
Adrian Sweeney - and all bar Sweeney (who
came on as a substitute in round 1) started all
eight games. However, only Callaghan (1),
Boyle (14) and Devenney (15) wore the same
shirt on each outing. Brian Murray must cer-
tainly wear the tag of 'super sub' for Donegal in
that he made seven appearances in the cam-

paign, six of which were as a substitute.

OFFALY : The Midlanders started off the cam-
paign with a fairly settled starting line up making
just one change between rounds one and two.
However, the next three rounds saw the selec-
tors make two changes for each outing and
towards the end of the campaign they made
three changes per game. Even between their
last divisional outing and the quarter-final anoth-
er three changes were made to the 'Faithful’

county's starting fifteen.

Despite all the above mentioned changes
eight players - Cathal Daly, Barry Malone, John
Kenny, James Grennan, Colm Quinn, Peter
Brady, Ronan Mooney and Vinny Claffey -
played in all eight outings, although Grennan
and Quinn each made one appearance as a

substitute. Only Daly (2} and Malone (3)

appeared in the same shirt every time although
Brady and Claffey always appeared as corner
forwards but swapped sides three times.

Changing Formattons

MONAGHAN: The Ulster side rung the
changes after thelr opening defeat to Offaly
dropping no less than six players for their sec-
ond round clash with Cavan. Despite a win over
the Breffni men the selectors made three fur-
ther changes for the round 3 trip to Sligo. A
draw didn't impress the men behind the
scenes and a further four changes were made
for Wexford's visit to Scotstown. The later
rounds saw Monaghan adopt a less abrasive
approach to selection which paid off with wins
away to Dublin and Tyrone.

Seven players - Edwin Murphy, Cyril
Ronaghan, Mark Daly, Stephen McGinnity,
Gerard McGurk, Seamus Mullen and Kevin
Hughes - appeared in all eight games although
McGurk, Hughes and Mullen made one appear-
ance each as a substitute, while McGinnity
came on twice from the bench. Declan Smyth
and Pauric McShane, who missed the opener

EVER-PRESENTS
Appearing in all
outings for their
counties in the
League so far -
above, Derry's Gary
Coleman and, below,
Donegal’s Damien
Diver, shown here
playing an unusual

against Offaly, were selected for the next seven  versjon of leapfrog
games, with Cork's Alan
O'Regan last
Sunday.

DERRY: The last time the "Oak Leaf' county
appeared in the semi-final (1996) they

used 35 players en-route
while the year before

they used 40 players.
This year is somewhere in
between with 37 players appear-
ing in the red and white during the cam-
paign. Between rounds 1 and 2 there were
three changes and a further six changes fol-
lowed their defeat at Ballybofey. Throughout the
campaign Derry chopped and changed and no
starting fifteen reappeared a fortnight later.
Amazingly, Derry got through four goalkeepers
during the campaign. Needless to say with so
many changes the number of players to appear
in all eight outings was likely to be small.
In fact, just two - Anthony Tohill and
Gary Coleman - made eight appear-
ances and although the former
was ever-present at midfield,
the latter played the first

two games at corner-

back, the next at wing- =
back, and the last five

at centre-forward.
Gary Magill, Henry
Downey and Paul
Diamond were other
regulars, each of
whom made seven
appearances.




The Derry team which defeated Mayo in the NFL Quarter-final at Markievicz Park, Sligo.
Back row (I-r): Gary Magill, Dermot Dougan, Dermot Heaney, Anthony Tohill, Eoin McCloskey, Paul

McFlynn, Joe Brolly.

Front row (I-r): Stephen McLarnon, Sean Martin Lockhart, Johnny McBride, Kieran McKeever, Henry

Downey, Johnny McGurk, Eamon Burns, Gary Coleman.

Derry bounce back from

disappointing start

hat a splendid

come-back by Derry!

Held to a draw by
Westmeath in the opening
round and beaten next time
out by eight points by
Donegal, they put those set-
backs behind them in fine
style to earn this bid to fur-
ther enhance a proud
League record in the
nineties.

Derry have three titles in the
decade so far-1992, 1995 and
1996. This is the best record by
any county in the period.

A goal by defender turned for-
ward Gary Coleman was a vital
factor in earning the Oak Leaf

County their semi-final ticket last
Sunday at the expense of Mayo
before 7,000 spectators at Slig

The game was seventeen min-
utes old when Coleman, in the
No. 11 jersey, sent a powerful
shot to the Mayo net to help
Derry to an interval lead of 1-3 to
0-5. They went on for a 1-9 to O-
10 win to repeat their semi-final
success of 1996 over the
Westerners.

This was a workmanlike rather
than brilliant performance by
Derry. Their defence, with Henry
Downey, Kieran McKeever and
Sean Lockhart prominent, made
Mayo work hard for scores.

They had a solid midfield and

Eamonn Burns, Gary Magill and
the hard-working Coleman up
other stars for Derry,
who have now a team rich in big-
match experience with a solid
framework of League medal win-
ners in their side.

Indeed, Kieran McKeever,
Henry Downey, Anthony Tohill,
Gary Coleman, Joe Brolly and
Seamus Downey, all of whom
were in action last week, already
hold three National League
medals.

The Oak Leaf County, then,
appreciate better than most
what is required for success at
this level. And, with this craft
backed up by all round ability,
and a hunger for further suc-
cess, Derry can be depended on
to make a very spirited bid to
advance to another League sum-
mit.

front we
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Semi-Final Reports

Doire

hen Derry set out in the
1946-47 league cam-
paign they were not too

hopeful of reaching the last four,
but a prolonged and severe win-
ter saw much of the activity
being aborted (some counties
didn't play at all), with the result
that the semi-finals were con-
tested by four teams that had
never previously featured in the
knock-out stages. Derry was one
of those and they gladly availed
of the chance to beat Longford
by 2-11 to 2-3 in the semi-final
clash at Derry - a win splendidly
adorned by Larry Higgin's 1-3.
Twelve years later Derry contest-
ed their second semi-final with more
impressive credentials, and with
Sean 0'Connell hitting an impres-

sive 2-2 saw off Leitrim by 3-7 to 1-
6 for the right to meet Kerry in the
1959 final.

In a goal-less semi-final in 1961
Jim O'Neill's 0-6 was a hig help in
beating Maya 0-11 to 0-7: but when
these counties were in opposition in
the 1970 'semi' the verdict was
reversed on a 2-7 to 1-11 scoreline.
And although he was pipped by Joe
Corcoran for the top scorers' spot,
Sean O'Connell was Derry's best
marksman with 1-3,

There was further frustration in
72 when Kerry won an all-points
semi-final by 0-17 to 0-13 with
0'Connell again doing the Derry
honours with 0-6. The 1973 clash
with Kerry was a rugged affair
which resulted in a draw (25 to O
11} with Derry conceding a walk-
over in the replay.

Derry returned to winning ways in
semi-final combat with a 1-7 to 1-6

R
\‘.

Conds”

win over Cork to which Brendan
Kelly's 0-4 was & not insignificant
contribution. The eighties were a
bleak period for Derry in league
foatball, but when they returned to
the forefront much had changed
among the elite of the game and
Derry was one of the counties that
helped to bring about this change.
Their 1992 win over Meath (0-12 to
1-8) was widely hailed with Enda
Gormley accounting for 0-5 and
Gormley was again to the fore when
Derry won the 1995 semifinal from
neighbours Tyrone (1-8 to 2-3) - his
contribution again being 0-5.

The 1996 win over Mayo made it
three semi-final wins out of three in
the 1990s and if the Oak Leaf need
an added incentive today it must
surely be in the realisation that
should they win they will become
the first Ulster county to have won
four semifinals in one decade.

Muineachan

n terms of actual outings
IMonaghan's semi-final tale is
easily told as today's

encounter marks only their sixth
appearance at this stage. It is

an unremarkable story, but with
at least one remarkable feature
- more than half a century sepa-
rated their first and second out-

‘ings in semi-final endeavour.

When the leagues began in the
mid-twenties Monaghan were a

force in Uister football - indeed, at
- that time they often appeared to be

the only real opposition to Cavan in

“the province.

Operating in the northern section
of the league in 192829,

Monaghan gualified for the semi-

final with a series qf_wms over
Louth, Cavan, Down, Armagh and

Antrim. And when they were drawn
against Kildare at Carrickmacross
there was a quiet confidence that
the All-lreland champions could be
overcome.

On the day, however, it all went
horribly wrong as the Kildare attack
tore holes in a suspect defence.
Long before the end it was clear
that there could be only one result -
a win for the visitors, and it was by
a margin of four goals - 4-5 to 0-5.

An astonishing 56 years (1984-
85) elapsed before Monaghan again
made it to the last four. This time
they enjoyed better luck, with
Eamon McEneaney and Eamon
Murphy their chief marksmen, they
drew with Tyrone (1-6 to 0-9) at
Croke Park and beat them at
Armagh by 1-8 to 0-5 in the replay.
And much the same team made it
back-to-back semifinal wins when
they overcame Mayo by 0-10 to 1-6

24

a year later - Ray McCarron's 0-3
was the winners' best individual
return.

McCarron (0-4) and Hugh Clerkin
(1-1) were the marksmen of note
when Kerry were challenged in the
1987 'semi' at Croke Park. With a
magnificent display Monaghan
almost topped the All-lreland cham-
pions. In the end it was desperately
close with the margin in Kerry's
favour a precarious two points (2-11
to 2-9). This was really the last hur-
rah of a fine Monaghan side,
although they still had one more
shot at the semi-final target when
they oppesed Dublin in 1988. The
will was still there...but not the
expertise, and though McEneaney
was again in scoring form, a score
of 4-12 to 1-8 indicates the extent
of the slide. Monaghan had known
better days...and would know them
again.

By J‘:\ . | z
G JELLY Dnlf QNELLYANGES 16, KEL
SUPILIES  © SUPLIE 1 | surpL

& ""ﬂ s P-4
J.‘.' = 5
Py

Pauric McShane, Mark Daly, Cyril Ronaghan, Declan Smyth.
Front row (I-r): Stephen McGinnity, Damien Freeman, Edwin Murphy, Seamus Mullen,Dermot McArdle,

John Conlon.
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Th Monan team which defeated Down in the Quarter-final at Croke Park, last Sunday.
Back row (I-r): Kevin Hughes, Noel Marron, Declan McKiernan, Gerard McGurk, John O'Connor,

Monaghan’s exciting comeback

onaghan can feel well
pleased with their
achievement in qualify-

ing for this League semi-final.
They were grouped in probably the
most competitive group of all and gat
off to a disappointing start when they
lost to Offaly by four points. But they
displayed plenty of character and abili-
ty in battling back to finish runners-up
in Section C to qualify for the knockout
stages for the first time since 19965.
The character of the side was
very much in evidence again last
Sunday when they turned apparent
defeat into a memorable win over
Down at Croke Park. Monaghan had
a good deal of possession but they
only managed to score a point in
the first half as against the Mourne
men's six. Eight minutes from the
end Down were four points ahead

and there appeared no way back.
However, Monaghan stuck res-
olutely to their task and reaped
their reward when two goals inside
a minute by substitute Darren Swift
and Stephen McGinnity gave the
side an unexpected two points lead.
Spurred on by those goals,
Monaghan played with tremendous
heart, withstood strong Down pres-
sure and held out for an amazing
and hard-earned and with it a place
in a semi-final after ten years.
Over-elaboration in attack did not
help Monaghan's cause but there
was still much to admire. They played
with tremendous enthusiasm all
through, refused to concede defeat
even when the outlook was bleak and
also displayed genuine football ability.
Peter Duffy and Swift, who both

went in as substitutes during the
25

game, did much to prop up the
Monaghan attack. Stephen McGinnity
was another who contributed much
valuable work. He also finished as
top scorer in the game with 1-2.

The forwards were also denied
vital scores by a brilliant Michael
MeVeigh, who brought off three
splendid saves in the Down goal.

Pauric McShane was a splendid
link at midfield. Dermot McArdle
and Noel Marron were commanding
figures in a defence that worked
well and held out against Down
pressure in the concluding minutes.

The win is bound to prove a
tremendous boost to Monaghan
morale who will also doubtless ben-
efit from the Croke Park outing and
that experience should help them to
settle down quickly and prove their
potential right from the throw-in.
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Padraig McShane played a big part in

Monaghan’s win last week over Down. He had
a splendid game at midfield, where his clever
football and tireless work proved invaluable.
| McShane, who is now 24, was a member of the
i Clontibret O'Neill’s team that in 1994 brought the
¢ ¢ Monaghan senior football title to the club after an inter- |
L val of 26 years. '
Clontibret rega:ned the title Iast Sepiemhér (iha@rﬁrst
since 1994) and McShane had a fi ne game at centre half
|| forward and he also contrlbuteﬁ a point to t

points win over a much-fancied Castleiﬁlayney'Faughs
who were the defending champions. s

An accomplished footballer who gives 100 per cent

effort in every game, Padraig was Clontibret's only rep-
resentatlve in Iast week's win over Down.

§ Versatile-Johnny Mcbride |
Johnny McBride has experienced

contrasting fortunes at All-Ireland final
level. He led Derry in their unsuccessful
minor football final against Westmeath in '95.
Last year the Loup clubman led the Oak Leaf
County to their first national under-21 title in
twenty-nine years.

MeBride is & versatile footballer. He was at
midfield in the minor final and centre half forward
n the under-21 decider. :

The young Derry man appeared regu\arly at fuil
back with the senior side in last year's League and
1 also at No. 3 with his club,

| McBride's versatility has been very much in
evidence in the current League. He has appeared
1 as a half forward, a midfielder, full back, a half
| back and at left full back. Certainly a player capa-
| ble of pulling his weight in a variety of
positions.

Derry 0-6; Monaghan 0-3.

was only a modest three points -

and there might well have been a
sharing of the points in this Division One
tie at Clontibret but for a marvellous
save late in the hour by Derry 'keeper
Damian McCusker. But overall Derry
always looked the likely winners on a
grey December day.

None the less Derry made excééd?ngiy
hard work of a win that should have been
gained with more comfort, and indeed, they
looked to be in real trouble at the interval
when, having played with the breeze, they.
were only 0-3 to 0-1 in front. But with
Plunkett Murphy and Brian McGilligan contin-
uing to dominate midfield the Monaghan
attack was operating on a very restricted
service.

Derry continued to attack and continued
1o wide (they had more than twice as many
misses as Monaghan in this regard) and
their aimlessness left them vulnerable to a
quick strike at the very end, Monaghan, to
their credit, never lost heart and despite the
loss of their outstanding player, Ciaran

The margin in the winners' favour

Smntionerld

When last they met ...

Murray, in the last quarter continued to stalk
the pacemakers with more than a hint of
menace. They were still there with a chance
that almost materialised in injury time when
Damian MeCusker somehow kept out

Michael O'Dowd's blistering drive. It was that
“close; but the honours rested where they :

truly belonged.
Derry scorers: E.-Gormfey 0-3, B. McGilligan

- 0-2, P. Mackle G-1.

Monaghan: E. Murphy 0-1, R. McCarron 0-1,
M. O'Dowd 0-1.

Derry: D. McCusker, C. McKeev.f_er. D. Quinp,
B. Kealey, PJ. McCormack, T. Scullion, D.
Cassidy, P. Murphy. B.McGilligan, M.
Berryman, S. Downey, D. Barton, I Gorm!ey,
R. Deviin, F. McCusker.

Sub: P.Mackle for Berryman.

Monaghan: P.Hamilton, E.Sherry, G.McGurk,
D.Flanagan, M.McKenna, M.Caulfield,
C.Murray, S.McElroy, G.McCarville,
O.Hamilton, £ Hughes, S.White, R.McCarron,
E.McEneaney, E.Murphy.

Subs: K.Carragher for MeElroy, M,0'Dowd for
McEneaney, P.J.Finlay for Murray.

Declan Loughman Sports
Sports Goods Sold by Sports People

GAA Secialist

Jerseys, Togs, Socks, Goal Nets, Training Cones, O’Neills
Footballs, Trainer Balls, Hurling Sticks, Sliotars, Helmets,

Training Bibs, Tracksuits, Football Boots.

Supplier to Schools and Clubs
Sponsor of Monaghan GAA Summer Camps
Main Supplier to Monaghan Teams

Castleblayney
042-40226
00 353 4240226

Allowance on Sterling
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Monaghan
047-72000
00 353 4772000
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| GoAL! A

Offaly’s Colin Quinn
(right) celebrates hr’s

L ‘at Roscommon last
| Sunday with team-
% mates Peter Brady

and Ronan Mooney.
Il T g 3 .

(Right)

LITTLE & LARGE_"

Donegal 5 John Joe
Doberty aeer’s abour
i ta be encfulfecf f*y
Cork s Pat Hegarty
fgm their quarter-final

\meeting at Croke Park.

McTague’s scoring peak one
to beat for forwards today

he National Football League
Tsemi-ﬁnals have featured some

noteworthy individual scoring
returns over the past twenty nine
Seasons or so.

Tony McTague, probably Offaly's greal
est ever scoregetter, rifled over 0-14
against Mayo at Croke Park in 1972.
That was all but two points of his team's
total but despite his lethal finishing pow-
ers the Faithful County had to settle for a
draw. Mayo won the replay by six points.

However, that impressive return by
McTague still tops the list of leading
individual match returns in League
semifinals since 1970.

Two years later Michael Sheehy went
close to the McTague return when he
helped himself to 2-6 in Kerry's win over
Tyrone at Croke Park.

That, in fact, was a good year for big
individual returns as Dermot Earley
scored O-11 for Roscommon in their

AIB Donegal G.A.A.

replay win over Sligo at Castlebar.
Maurice Fitzgerald struck a blow for
today's finishers when he raced
impressively up the chart by recording
25, one goal from a penalty, to play
a big part in Kerry's win over Laois at
headquarters lasl year.
Those rank as the leading individual
match returns for semi-finals since 1970.
Further down the field a big number of

players share fourth place on eight points.  Tony McTague,

So, the forwards engaged in today’s Uibh Fhaili.
games have impressive targets to aim at.
But whatever about achieving a new peak
for a semifinal in modern times, any
finisher who races to the top of the
League chart overall in these games will
really have much cause for celebration.

The standard is a most impressive one
at a thundering 4-11 by Frankie Donnelly,
one of the scoring giants of all time, for
Tyrone in a win over Fermanagh at
Pomeroy as far back as 1956.

School of Excellence

Donegal G.A.A. School of Excellence, which was
ed recently, will involve the coaching of the best 14-

Ids in the county starting in 1998 and continuing with
roup until Minor level, with a new group coming on
strean each year. It is hoped the project will enable Donegal
npete more consistently at national level in under-age
competitions than at present. A sub-committee has been set
up fo administer the scheme with the main co-ordinator being
er All-Star and Cavan manager, Martin McHugh who has
iven a commitment to oversee the success of the scheme.
Former county managers Brian McEniff and PJ. McGowan are
among the group of coaches also involved in the scheme.
MeHugh says that he Js defighted to be given an opportunity
to put Sémermhg back into Danegal football after getting so
mtich enjoyment out of it through his years as a player. He
pleaded for the clubs and members throughout the county to
support the sehieme and hoped that it would see Donegal
foothall prepare diligently for the new millennium. He also
thanked AIB Bank for their generous support of the scheme
with a commitment given over a threeyear period. Coaching
and Games Development Manager in Croke Park, Pat Daly
also attended the latinch where he complimented the county
for the excellent organisation behind the scheme and hoped
that other counties would follow the lead which has been set

i both hurling and foolball

Dunne & McDonald Motors
@TOYOTA

Best Wishes to the
Offaly Team

from

Dunne & McDonald Motors
0’Moore Street,
Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Phone: (0506) 52700 (4 lines)
Fax: (0506) 52727.

&' TOYOTA MAIN DEALERS
FOR COUNTY OFFALY
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When you answer questions 1-7 correctly, the shaded column

will tell you what all four teams will be trying to do today.

1. They were beaten in a
quarter-final.

2. Tommy Lyons formerly
managed Kilmacud veecevens 2

3. He is his county's leading
scorer so far with 2-18.

4. He was Galway's captain last
Sunday.

5. Offaly's new attacker sounds
like an old-time film star.

6. You won't have to do this if
you are in one of these.

7. Sounds like this Derry club is
in the mountains.

o0 GO OGSO ODOSOEBSDPOEPOEO

GAA MUSEUM

| CROKE PARK
Opening Summer 1998

S 2410 o 0] A as|e
1. How many times have Donegal won the 0
National Football League? a0 ‘966
2. Where was last year's National Football g
i 0] 194 aney AleL0
League final played? e
3. What was unusual about Kerry's win pafeld sem aweg a
over Cavan in the opening round of the oe 2o
current league? blairy =21 s part of the redevelopment of Croke Park, a modern Opening Hours:
4. When did Offaly last win the Nat.'onal " 2 < 'f intera;tfilve vis;t;:hr c;ntresits bging constructed on the gd;?l_;sop:m-;:m“ Fvery Day 10.00a.m. - 5.00p.n
Footbali League? otit e clnC Neoron.the, Rew Stang, EEGRr R
! Closed Mondays
: N|3|1]p
HEAD OVER HEELS 5. When did an Ulster county last win the FIFIEIVEES This magnificent new visitor attraction is designed by Pre-Booked Groups 10.00a.m. - 2.00p.n
WITH EXCITEMENT Church & General National Football I T Orna Haniey & Associates and Robin Wade & Partners. General Public 2.00p.m. - 5.00p.n
Monaghan's goalkeeper League? w0 v]a|a]a] It gll;aviec_]lgtc_anonal and exhibition areas, restaurant S
N N, U VSN 6. Vho were runners-up for last year's H[L]A|w]|s] Al R R AR TIFRIRRE0RS SRR TR HRE
team’s win over Down at National Football Lgague litle? Bl LMre # It will chart the origins of the Association and its role in For further information ring
7. Monaghan had a winning start to the X|¥lo the evolution of the country since 1884, The displays Paéirc an Chrocaigh on (01) 88 3222,

Croke Park last Sunday.

will include artefacts and trophies and "tools of the
1 trade".

REDWOOD |

ROUGH AND MACHINED REDWOOD IN STOCK ’
All sizes - Variety of lengths - Laminated Pine Panels
Flooring, Wainscotting, Dado Rails, Skirting, etc.
Available from
GLENFARNE WOOD PRODUCTS LTD.
Glenfarne, Co. Leitrim
Phone 00 353 72 53162 Fax 00 353 72 53244
Suppliers to Builders Merchants, DIY and Furniture Manufacturers

current League campaign. True or false?

The use of modern audio visual and touchscreen
technology will bring you the heroes, the great games,
the great goals and the great saves, of yesterday and
today. The exciting, specially developed, interactives will
allow visitors to try out the particular skills required to
play our national games.

The visit will culminate in one of the museums theatres
where visitors can explore the excitement of All-lreland
day in Croke Park, in the unique audio visual
presentation of "A Sunday in September".

Admission prices are:

Adults £3.00.

Children £1.25.

Students (with identification) £2.00.

Family (based on family of four) £6.00,

30 OAP’s and Children under five are free of charge




Too young
to play...

P

e

.. but not too young to dream.
Ie may be little, but he has his
dreams. It's good to know th.a‘f
when he's old enough to play,
Cumann na mBunscol will
be there to nurture and guide
him, so that one day he may
achieve his dream to play in
the Church & General

National Leagues.

By supporting Cumann na
mbunscol and the Natienal
Leagues, Church & General '
are helping to make his and

all our dreams come true.

Church & General

A MEMBER OF AGF-IRISH LIFE HOLDINGS p.l.c.




