


For coach

travel that’s
|OW ON cost

yet high on comfort...

Bus Eireann’s Expressway Service
offers great valve fares to a host of
destinations around the country.
Travel midweek and you can avail of

our bargain return fares.

BUS EIREANN/EUROLINES
We operate daily Express Coach
Services from most major towns in
Ireland to various destinations in
Britain from £29.00 with connections
to Mainland Europe. There's no
better value way to travel to Britain

and Europe.

HOLIDAY BREAKS
Three excellent travel inclusive

Holidery Options

* Budget Hostel Breakaways from
just £23pps

e Bargain B&B Breakaways from just
£32pps

* Hotel Breakaways £37pps

This includes  overnight
hotel accommodation, full Irish
breakfast and return coach fare to
your choice of destination

Far travel information
contact: Contral Bus Station
(Busaras), Store 51, Dublin 1
(O1) 83646111, Parnell
Place Bus Station, Cork

RETURN FARES

- WATERIFORD) £,7.00
WEXFORD £.8.00
BALLINA £,9.00
GALWAY £,9.00
SLIGO A49.00
DONEGAL A£11.00 |

{021} 508188; Colbert
Station, Limerick [061)
313333; Ceannt Station,

Galway [091) 562000;
Plunkett Station, Waterford
(051) B8792000; Casemenl
Station, Traleo, [066) 23566
or your local Bus Eireann
olfice, Tourist Office or Travel
Agonl

FROM DUBLIN

ENNIS

LETTERKENNY

LIMERICK

BELFAST

CORK

TRALEE

Fares correct af ime of going to press.

...you’re better off on

T
BUS 'EIREANN
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A subsidiary of Coras lompair Eireann (.H\)
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Church & General
National Leagues

Church & General
National Football League 1997/98

Quarter-Finals
2.00 i.n.

COrcaigh v. Din na nGall

Réiteoir: B. White (Loch Garman)

Linesmen: J. Harlin (An Mhi) STANDBY REFEREE
B. Doheny (An La)

Extra time will be played if necessary

3.30 i.n.

An Din v. Muineachain

Réiteoir: P. Russell (Tiobraid Arann)
Linesmen: S. McCormack (An Mhi) STANDBY REFEREE
F. O’Toole (An Longfort)

Extra time will be played if necessary

Amhran na bhFiann

Sinne Fianna Fail,

Ata faoi gheall ag Eirinn,

Buion dar slua

Thar toinn do rainig chugainn

Faoi mhoid bheith saor,

Sean-tir ar sinsear feasta

Ni thagfar faoin tioran na faoin traill.
Anocht a théam sa bhearna baoil

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bais n saoil
Le gunna scréach faoi lamhach na bpiléar,
Seo libh canaig amhran na bhFiann.

© Foilsithe ag DBA Publications Limited,

56 Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 288 7247. Fax; (01) 288 3583,
Clo: Leinster Leader,




' Ground Regulations - Pairc An Chrocaigh

All persons entering this ground are admitted
only subject to the following Ground
Regulations and to the Rules and Regulations
of the Gaelic Athletic Association. Entry to the
ground shall be deemed to constitute ungual-
ified acceptance of afl these Rules and
Regulations.

Fireworks, smoke canisters, bottles, glass-
es, cans, flags, banners, poles and other
similar articles or containers, including any-
thing which could or might be used as a
weapon, are not permitted within the ground,
and any persons in possession of such an
article or container may be refused entry or
efected from the ground.

Spectators are not permitted to bring alco-
hol into the ground/arena.

The climbing of walls, stands or ather build-
ings in the ground is forbidden.

Excessive noise such as that from the use
of radio sets or other appliances and behav-
iour likely to cause confusion or nuisance of
any kind including foul or abusive language
is not permitted in any part of the ground.
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Upper Hogan: Medical Centre rear of Press
Area.

Lower Hogan: Treatment and Cardiac
Ambulance rear of Section G/L.

New Stand Lower: Medical Centre rear of Section
301.

New Stand Upper: Medical Centre rear of Section
701.
Stand. Medical Personnel on duty on Premium &
Box Level.

Treatment and Cardiac Ambulance rear of

Medical Centres.,

Under no circumstances is it permitted to
throw any objects onto the pitch.
Unauthorised persons are not permitted to
enter upon the field of play and shall be
efected.

Any person who fails to comply with the
instructions from a steward may be ejected
from the ground.

The stadium management reserve the right
of admission.

The stadium management reserves the right
to refuse admission to or to efect any person
who refuses to be searched by a police officer.
Any person who remains in a gangway or
aisle may be efected from the ground.

The G.A.A. reserves the right for its ser-
vants or agents to remove from the stadium
any person who does not comply with the
Ground Regulations or whose presence on
the ground could reasonably be construed
as constituting a source of danger, nui-
sance or annoyance to other spectators.

Medical / Lost Children .

Hill 16: Treatment Ambulfance beside Treatment
Centre rear of Terrace. :
The Site Medical Officer will be situated on the
piteh in front of the Nally Stand.

All Treatment Centres are staffed by

St John's Ambulance Brigade members.

Lost Children

Lost Children can be collected at the above

Public Telephone Locations

Hogan Stand

e Pay Phone and Card Phone
beside the entrance to Section
P Lower Hogan Stand '
opposite the main sweet shop

e Pay Phone beside the stairs to
Upper Hogan Section P/R,
close to the Information Box.

New Stand

e Level 3, Pay Phone at rear of
Sections 309,/310.

e [Level 5, Card Phone/Credit Card
Phone at rear of Section 510.

® Level 6, Call Card rear lift

. opposite Box 633.

‘e Level 7, Pay Phone next to lift
at rear of Section 708.

Our cover features
players from the four
teams appearing in
today’s quarter-finals:
Clockwise from top left:
Donegal’s Jim McGuinness,
Sean Og O hAilpin of Cork,
Monaghan's Mark Daly and
Mickey Linden of Down.

Ar gClidach

Na Reiteoiri
Brian White
(Loch Garman)

Brian, who refereed
his first AlHreland
senior football final
last September,
was the man-inthe
middle in October
when Kerry beat
Cavan in New York
in a National
League game to
commemorate the
playing of the 1947 AlHreland decider at
the Polo Grounds, New York.

A member of the Rathgarogue-
Cushintown club, he has been a refer-
ee for ten years and has taken charge
of four Leinster senior finals as well
as senior championship matches in
Connacht, Munster and Ulster.

A former footballer and hurler, Brian
has won intermediate medals in both
codes. He has also refereed an Allreland
club final and a national minor decider.
eoe00C00COOOROOREeS

Paddy Russell
(Tiobraid Arann)

Paddy was the
Marn-inthe-Middle
in last year's Bank
of Ireland All-
Ireland senior foot-
ball semifinal
between Mayo
and Offaly and is
one of the most
experienced refer-
ees in the country.

He refereed the Alllreland senior
finals of 1990 and 1995. Other
assignments included the 1995 AIB
AlHreland club final and that year's
Church and General National League
decider. His refereeing duties have
also taken him to Toronto and
Glasgow.

A referee since 1975, the Tipperary
official has been active in the current
League and his assignments included
last month's Mayo-Laois clash at
Crossmolina and the Offaly-Cavan
clash at Tullamore at the start of
March.

L]

Roinn sa tréimhse 1998-1999,

i riabh ainm-in-airde,
N moran, ar pheileadéiri

Chorcai, i dtaca leis an
Léig dhe, ach 6n uair gur thainig
peileadoiri Thir Chonaill chun
tosaigh, i saol na peile sinsear-
ai, bhiodar den chuid is mé ag
cnagadh ar dhoras chraobh na
Sraithe Church & General; i
ndeireadh thiar bhiodar sa
chraobhchluiche i 1996. Ar
ndoigh ta ceithre chraobh ag An
Contae Réabhléideach.

Sa leagan amach nua mar a bhi i
mbliana bhi meascan de chontaethe
Gna regidin uile agus de
chaighdeain ilghnéitheacha. Ba
scéim suimidil 7 sa déigh is gur
casadh peileadairi ar a chéile nach
mbeadh de gnath mar chéili
imeartha. Is féidir a ra, afach, gur
thainig Corcaigh agus din na nGall
amach as an cdras nua san ait is
dual daibh.

Smaoinitear gurbh curaidh Uile-
Eireann 'an Contae Réabhldideach' i
1989 agus i 1990 agus gur bhain
Na Conallaigh an gradam céanna
sin amach | 1992. Da bhri sin ta
bunds na n-imreoiri a bhi ann an
trath sin ag saothr leo i geonai.
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don tréimhse 1997,/98, ag Coiste Speisialta, thar a bheith
suimiiiil. Chas contaethe ar a chéile nach mbeadh go hiondiiil
sa Roinn chéanna né de chaighdean comparaideach.
Ar deireadh thiar bhi sé do-chreidte nach mbeadh curaidh na Mumhan
nd curaidh Uladh, chomh maith le 'huaisle' eile na peile, céilithe don Ard-

Bhi an scéim a bhi leagtha amach don Sraith Church & General,

Thug an sceim uchtach do na contaethe ‘laga’ agus b'fhiii aistear fada a
thaisteal chun peileaddiri Shligigh a fheiceail ag cur seaimpini Uile-Eireann,
Ciarral, 'faci chois' né Cill Mhantain ag tabhairt bata is béthar do
Choreaigh. Chomh maith chuir sé riméad ar a lan peileaddirf Chilf
Chainnigh a bheith ag tabhairt cuntas maith orhtu féin.

Ta an leagan amach don séaslr nua socraithe anois agus beidh flosc ar
a lan contaethe a sufomh sna Ranna a fheabhs( sa tréimhse nua. Mar sin
beidh comortas thar cionn againn aris i 1998-69.

Os ar geomhair anseo inniu té contaethe a bheidh i Roinn | sa tréimhse
sin is cuma cén toradh a bheidh ar na cluichi inniu. Té a chomhionnan
chiuichi | nda fonad eile agus més comhscdr a bhionn ann ag deireadh na
huaire beidh breis ama e himirt. Beidh coimhlint ghéar ann, mar rachaidh
na buaiteoir ar aghaldh go dii na cluichi leathcheannais.

‘Conallaigh chun an ‘Contae
Reabhloideach’ a chloi?

Dha fhoireann den chéad scoth -
an 10 &it ina Roinn bainte ag Din
na nGall agus an &it tanaisteach ina
Roinn sitd ag Corcaigh. Mar sin
beidh peil de chaighdean ard curtha
faoinar mbraid agus an bua ag dul
do na Conallaigh - ar éigin.

An fath go dtugtar an nod do na
Conallaigh na go bhfull an fhoireann
cuiosach socair le tamall agus
Deaglan Mac Cnéimhsi mar bhainis-
teoir nua a mbeidh tionchar mor
aige mar go raibh sé ina bhall den
fhoireann fomraiteach 1992 agus é
ar bis chun a chontae dlchais a
chur ar ais i réim aris.

Ar an lamh eile dhe ceaptar go
bhfuil Larry O Teimicin bainisteoir
Chorcai, ag coinneail sdil ar chracbh
na Mumhan agus ag baint triail as
raidhse imreoiri nua, a bhfuil neart
diobh ann; ach nil foireann iomlan
socair aige go féill. Ina dhiaidh sin is
uile creideann sé nach bhfuil
traenail ar bith inchurtha le cluichi
tabhachtacha agus ta dha cheann
eile roimis ma cloionn sna 'diabhail
dearga' na Conallaigh chalma!

Treaslaitear a ngaisce leis an da
fhoireann as ait a bhaint amach i
Roinn | don tréimhse seo chugainn.




A Season of
Contrasting

Fortunes in The
National League

Pictured in action
on the right are
Colin Corkery
(Corcaigh) and
Matt Gallagher
(Dan na nGall)
in the Church &

General NFL

‘95 /96 semi-final.

novel setting for Kerry's
Aopening defence of the

League title...Some exciting
performances by Offaly...A good
come-back by Down. These were
some of the highlights of the pro-
gramme of group games in the
1997-98 Church and General
National Football League.

The games attracted bumper atten-
dances throughout the campaign and
over 64,000 speclators attended the
final programme on March 15 that
cleared the way for today's quarter
finals.

Kerry opened their defence of the title
on an impressive note at far-off New
York where they beat Cavan by 1-12 to
0-8 at Downing's Stadium. The game
was played there to mark the 50th
Anniversary of the All-lreland senior
football final of 1947 between Cavan
and Kerry played at the Polo Grounds
in New York which was the only All-
Ireland senior football final played out-
side of this country.

The Downing's Stadium game, which
was played on a Saturday, proved a
personal triumph for majestic Maurice
Fitzgerald, who helped himself to a
superb 1-10. The goal was from a
penalty.

Kerry failed to build on that impressive
start and a crushing defeat from Dublin
in their final game at Parnell Park last
month sent them down to Division Il
for next season's competition.

BIG
WINS

o matter how great a power a
N county is in the realm of gaelic

football and no matter what
gigantic winning margin they may have
recorded in their finest days, they are
always occasions when they have tast-
ed bitter defeat in its most depressing
manifestations - huge margins of
defeat. And Donegal and Cork can both
report both experiences.

Cork, in the late fifties, enjoyed a
high profile in championship football,
but it was in the National League that
they recorded their biggest ever win in
competitive football. This was in the
1956-57 campaign when, still very much
in contention for group honours, Cork
took on Carlow at the Athletic Grounds
in the fourth-round tie. There was never
a doubt about the outcome as the Rebel
county forwards tore the visitors'
defence to pieces - and none more so
than Eamon Goulding who shot six mar-
vellous goals as Cork ran up their
biggest winning margin in their league
(or championship) history - 29 points (8-
8 to 0-3).

That scoring tour de force was a long
way removed from the day in 1930
when disaster struck at Dungarvan in

HEAVY
DEFEATS

the third round. Against Waterford, a
nightmare first-half saw Cork concede
seven goals, and though they improved
considerably on the restart, in the end
they were beaten by 7-5 to 0-2 - a margin
of 24 points. Cork would know other bad
days but none as bad as that.

Donegal's experience of one-sided
encounters does not quite reach the
extremes touched by Cork, but the mar-
gins in both cases were heavy enough.
The early years of the league when
Donegal competed in the Ulster section
of the competition were uneventful as
regards scoring feats and when the
'North-Westerners' finally made their
debut in the league proper it was in a
three-county group with Sligo and
Leitrim, and they had a disastrous first
outing as they crashed to Sligo at Sligo
by a margin of 21 points (1-4 to 6-10).

And when Donegal recorded their
most facile win in league football it was
in the second round of the 1967-68 cam-
paign when they overcame Leitrim at
Ballybofey by 4-13 to 1-6 - a winning
margin of 16 points. Since then Donegal
have come close to equalling or better-
ing that performance, but the 16 points
still stands as their best after 30 years.

Consistent

onsistent-that's Donegal and
CDerry in the National Football

League. The North West
County has appeared in a quarter-
final every year in the nineties
except last year.

Derry make their seventh successive
appearance in a guarter-final today.
They lost at this stage last year at
Croke Park to a Laois team inspired by
three goal hero Hughie Emerson. He
scored all three goals in the second
half to power Laocis to a 4-10 to 1-13
SuUCCeSss.

A year earlier Derry recorded their last
quarter-final win when they beat Cavan
by 0-12 to 0-11 in a splendid game at
Clones. An injury time point by Brian
McGilligan earned the Derry win.

The game attracted an attendance of
12,000 and Anthony Tohill went into the
match from the substitutes bench for
his first game since the previous
Summer.

Seamus Downey with five points and
Joe Brolly, scorer of two points, were
among Derry's brightest stars.

Declan Bonner, now the Donegal
team manager, Brian Roper, who
scored a goal, and John Joe Doherty
and John Cunningham in defence, were
key figures for the North-West county as
they beat Wicklow at Croke Park in
1996 by 2-12 to 1-8 In their last League
quarter-final outing.

Mayo also had a successful outing on
their last guarterfinal appearance in
1996. Goals by Ray Dempsey and
Anthony Finnerty (they scored 2-5
between them) powered the Connacht
county to a surprise 2-10 to 1-10 win
over Meath at Dr. Hyde Park.
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ll An extra special day for
John Joe Doherty

. _[§ ohn Joe Doherty has more reasons that
Jmost to remember Donegal’s historic All-
Ireland senior football final win of 1992.
He was not included in the original team, but
was drafted in at left half back shortly before the
‘game in place of the injured Martin Shovlin and
played a big part in the win over Dublin.

One of Donegal's most consistent campaigners
‘Doherty won an All-lreland under-21 medal in 1987
= and Ulster senior medals in 1990-and 1992. In

L February he played a big part at right full back in
. bringing the interprovincial title back to Ulster for
his third medal of the championship.
= Now 29, the Naomh Columba, Glencolmcille,
. clubman has been a commanding figure for
= Donegal in their march to this League quarter-final.

The Donegal team which played London in Round 7 of the NFL at Rmshp last month.
Back row (I-r): Dessie McNamara, Tony Bayle, John Haran, James Ruane, John Duffy, Paul Callaghan,
Adrian Sweeney, Brendan Deveney, Shane Carr, Martin Coll, Brian Murray.

Front row (I-r): Cathal Brennan, Jonathan Scanlon, Mark Crossan, Damien Diver, John Joe Doherty

Kavanagh again on

(captain), Noel McGinley, Martin Bonner, Brian Roper.

Pic. courtesy of Donegal Demacrat.

the scormg target

McGuinness plays big role in
impressive Donegal comeback

hat an impressive come-
back by Donegal in
senior foothall over

recent months! After their six
points defeat by Cavan in the
Bank of Ireland Ulster semi-final
at Clones last June some predict-
ed a long spell in the wilderness
for the North-West County.

However, under former inter-county
star Declan Bonner, who took over as
team manager just before the start
of the Church and General League,
Donegal have provided the best pos-
sible answer to the doubters by
reaching the quarterfinals.

A major step along the way was
taken at Ballybofey in early November
when a sparkling display from Jim
MeGuinnes set the scene for a good
win over Derry. He was on top at
midfield and alse found time to show

his forwards the way by cracking home
two splendid goals as the home side
finished with eight points to spare.

Donegal saw out the old year with
another good performance -that one
against Meath. Although they had to
settle for a draw in that encounter at
Ballyshannon the point gained put
the North-West County firmly in the
driver's seat for a place in the knock-
out stages.

This was a keenly contested and
entertaining game with a memorable,
low scoring second half. The scores
were tied at 1-4 each at the break
but with 90 seconds remaining
Donegal were ahead by a point.
However, Meath struck back to eam
a division of the spoils on a scoreline
of 1-8 each.

Once again the tireless and hard-
working Jim McGuinness had an oul-
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standing game for Denegal. The
defence performed heroically while in
attack Brian Roper, Joe Duffy and
Tony Boyle, who scored five points,
were best.

Donegal shared leadership with
Meath on top of the Section B chart
going into the winter break and they
did not slip up in their remaining
three games to finish deserving win-
ners of the group title.

The North-West County are steadi-
Iy moulding into an accomplished
and well-drilled team with John Joe
Doherty, Noel Gallagher and Tony
Boyle of their 1992 Sam Maguire
Cup winning team providing invalu-
able touches of craft.

Brian Murray and Barry McGowan,

who also won Alllreland madals nearly
six years ago, have made appearances
during the campalgn as substitutes.

1993 All-ireland senior football
final when he ran 30 yards through
the Derry defence and scored a
fine goal after only five minutes,

. but the Ulster champions bounced
back to win the title.

A few months later Kavanagh was
back an’lgmg the goals at Croke Park
when he heiped himself to 2-2 to
prove a giant in Nemo Rangers’ win
over Castlebar Mitchels, Mayo, in the
© AIB All-Ireland club final.

Kavanagh is again proving very tar-
get conscious for Cork and is not only
their ace marksman but will be
bidding today to maintain his record of
having scored in every League outing.

Joe'is a brilliant link with the Golden
Years of the early nineties for Cork
when the Rebel County won three
Munster senior titles in succession,
1993 to 1995 inclusive. He helped to
fashion all three successes.




Quarter-Finals of

The Last

Cork and Donegal

MANAGERS IN
OPPOSITION -
Declan Bonner
(Dtin na nGall)
above, and
Larry Tompkins
(Corcaigh)

1997 - Cork 1-12; Louth 0-11.

crowd of 6,000 turned up at

Al;ortlaoise to see a rousing quarter-

inal in which Colin Corkery was
the main difference between the sides. In
all the Nemo Rangers man contributed 1-
7 to the Rebel county's cause and it was
his sixth-minute penalty which got them
off to a great start. Despite having the
better of matters Cork failed to put sig-
nificant daylight between themselves and
the Wee county and at the interval their
lead was a less than enormous four
points - 1-6 to 0-5.

Shortly after the restart the Leesiders had
increased their lead to six points but with
Louth now controlling matters in the centre
of the park most of the action was taking
place in Rebel territory. Thanks to points by
Gerry Curran {two) and Seamus O'Hanlon.
Louth got within three points of the
Southerners but wayward shooting by Pat
Butterly, Stefan White and Colin Kelly cost
them dearly. A couple of late Corkery points
put Cork safe but on the balance of play
their four-point winning margin was some-
what flattering.
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Cork scorers: C.Corkery 1-7, B.Corcoran
0-2, A.Dorgan 0-1, 0.0'Sullivan 0-1,
M.Cronin O-1.

Cork: Kevin O'Dwyer, Ronan McCarthy,
Mark O'Connar, Foin Sexton, Ciaran
0'Suliivan, Niall Cahalane, Martin Cronin,
Damien O'Neill, Liam Honohan, Michael
0'Donovan, Stephen Q'Brien, Brian
Corcoran, Ollie O'Sullivan, Colin Corkery,
Aidan Dorgan.

Subs: Sean Og O hAilpin for Honohan,
John Buckley for Olfie O'Sullivan, Mark Farr
for O'Connor.

1996 - Donegal 2-12; Wicklow 1-8.

efore 11,000 spectators at head-
Bquarters Division One table-top-

pers Donegal always had a bit to
spare over their Division Four counter-
parts Wicklow. The Northerners had the
better of proceedings in the opening
half but at the interval their lead was
just three points - 1-7 to 1-4 - with Brian
Roper and Keith Byrne scoring the
goals.

Five minutes after the restart Donegal
had added another brace of points to their
total before a small spell of Wicklow pres-
sure saw Kevin O'Brien and Fergal Mulligan
miss goal chances which could have made
all the difference. However, at the 40th
minute Declan Bonner ended the game as a
contest when his miss-hit free went all the
way to the net. The Garden county now
found themselves 1-4 to 2-9 in arrears and,
despite a hat-trick of unanswered points
around the threeguarter mark, the Ulster
side were rarely troubled and eased into the
semifinal with seven points to spare.

Donegal scorers: D.Bonner 1-4, T.Boyle
0-5. B.Roper 1-0, M.Shovlin 0-1, J.Ruane O-
1, M.Boyle 0-1.

Donegal: Gary Walsh, John Joe Doherty,
Matt Gallagher, fohn Cunningham, Barry
McGowan, Mark Crossan, Martin Shovlin,
James Ruane, Brian Murray, Paddy Hegarty,
James McHugh, Declan Bonner, Brian
Roper, Tony Boyle, Manus Boyle,

Subs: John Ban Gallagher for McHugh,
Eamon McMenamin for Hegarty, Dessie
McNamara for Manus Boyle.

pr—————————— —_—

| Donegal 2-6; Cork 0-12. |

espite the torrential
Drain at Ballyshannon

this was an exciting
contest which saw the visi-
tors start the brighter and
open up a two-peoint lead
after ten minutes. However,
when Leeside goalkeeper
Kevin O'Dwyer fumbled the
slippery ball a minute later
Brian Roper and Tony Boyle
were on hand to bundle it
home to give the
Northerners the lead. A
brace of points from Colin
Corkery saw Cork back in
front but Donegal then took
command and points by
Manus Boyle (two) and Brian
Murray saw them leave the
field at the interval leading
by 1-3 to 0-4.

Four minutes after the
restart Brian Corcoran nar-
rowed the gap to the minimum
but five minutes later Tony
Boyle's miss-hit free was
flicked to the net by namesake
Manus to put the home side
four clear. With quarter of an
hour left that lead had
increased to five but despite
some wayward shooting Cork
closed the gap to the minimum
through points by Corkery,
Padraig O'Mahony (two) and
Ciaran O'Sullivan. The Rebel
county grabbed a share of the
spoils when Corkery pointed an
injury-time free and on the bal-
ance of play it was the least
they deserved.

Donegal scorers: M.Boyle
0-3, B.Reper 1-0, T.Boyle 1-0,
B.Murray 0-2, M.Coll 0-1.

Cork: C.Corkery 0-6,

P.O'Mahony 0-3, C.O'Sullivan 0-
2, B.Corcoran 0-1.

Donegal: Gary Walsh, Mark
Crossan, Matt Gallagher, Sean
McEwen, Damien Diver, Noel
Hegarty, Martin Shoviin, Brian
Murray, Martin Coll, Dessie
McNamara, James Ruane,
Qliver Reid, Brian Roper, Tony
Boyle, Manus Boyle.

Subs: John Ban Gallagher for
McNamara, Pat McGinley for
McEwen.

Cork: Kevin O'Dwyer, Mark
Farr, Mark O'Connor, Ronan
MecCarthy, Martin Cronin, Niall
Cahalane, Michael O'Donovan,
Liam Honohan, Damien O'Neill,
Brian Corcoran, Ciaran
O'Sullivan, Padraig O'Mahony,
Jonathan McCarthy, Colin
Corkery, Mark O'Sullivan.

Sub: Fachtna Collins for
McCarthy.

oday sees the ninth meeting of
Cork and Donegal in the

National League with the

Previous Meetings

Ulster side holding the edge to date
with five wins to the Leesiders'
two; one game was drawn. The ini-
tial meeting took place at Croke
Park in 1952 when the counties
were in opposition at the semi-final
stage and the Munster side's more
direct approach paid dividends as
they advanced to the final by 3-3 to
0-7. It was more than three decades
later before their paths crossed
again with the Northerners gaining
some revenge in a narrow win at
Fermoy. The next two meetings saw
honours evenly divided but the pre-
sent decade has seen Donegal take
command with three victories
(including the semi-final of two
years ago) and a draw from four

outings. The details of the eight
meetings to date are as follows:

Semi-Final: 1851-52 Croke Park:

Cork 3-3; Donegal O-7

1985-86 Fermoy:

Donegal 2-4; Cork 1-6

1986-87 Ballyshannon:

Donegal 0-8; Cork 0-5

198990 Ballincollig:

Cork 2-14;  Donegal 210

1990-91 Ballybofey:

Donegal 1-9; Cork 1-6

1992-93 Ballybofey:

Donegal 1-8; Cork 0-9

Semi-Final: 1995-96 Croke Park:

Donegal 0-10; Cork 0-9

1996-27 Ballybofey:

Donegal 26; Cork 0-12
11




Digifone supporting GAA.

ind conditions apply. Available while stocks last.

To celebrate Esat Digifone's Cork GAA sponsorship,

we're giving away a Cork GAA Team jersey with every

DigiPack Personal. It's the perfect accessory to go with your

super- smooth Panasanic G450. You're also automatlwlly

connected

with no adgitional fee. And the first mo

the Digifone network on DigiLite
Al s line rental

1s included in the price - that’s a combmed value to you

of £57 on rental and connection alone.
And on DigiLite, you also get
£5 free calls a month!
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The Cork Team that played Clare in the NFL earlier this season.

Back Row (I-r): Nicholas Murphy, Brian Corcoran, Pat Mackey, Martin Cronin, Pat Hegarty. Ollie O’Sullivan,
Stephen Dinneen, Ronan McCarthy, Niall Cahalane.
Front Row {I-r Stephen O'Brien, Brian Collins, Colin Crowley, Joe Kavanagh Ciaran O Sumvan Don Davis.

| ork wlm were rurmers'
ll]'.l for last season’s Church

? and General National
Football League title, regain win-
ning form by qualifying for the
semi-finals for the third year in
succession? That's a key ques-
tion as the Leesiders line out
under the shadow of a defeat by
Wicklow in their last Section D
game in mid-March.

Cork, who were beaten by a point
by Donegal in a 1996 League semk-
final at Croke Park, visited Aughrim
backed by three wins in three games
after a heavy defeat from Down
before Christmas.

They then also shared top spot in
the table with Kildare on twelve
points each-but with a match in
hand over the Leinster county.

The Rebels locked like justifying

thelr favourites role when they ied

Wicklow by 19 to 04 at the mterval :

But excellent points scoring by Kevin
O'Brien sparked a home revival in
the second half that ended with a
well-deserved one point win,

However, Cork have the character
to put that set-back behind them
and come out battling strongly in
this novel encounter, They proved
that by the way they came back
from their crash to Down at
Newcastle in late November.

The Leesiders travelled North
buoyed up by the perfect record
from three outings in the League
but amazingly scored just 1-2 as
they went down by eleven points.
Joe Kavanagh was the only Cork
man to get on the scoresheet.

As a result, some dismissed
Cork's chances of enjoying a good

13

~ League, He has an lmpresswe 204

a very consistent

to his credit and is the only member
of the side to have scored in every
game. He could well prove a match-
winner.

Ciaran O'Sullivan, Pat Hegarty,
Brian Corcoran, Sean Og 0 hAilpin
and Martin Cronin are other potential
match-winners in a team that has all
round balance, plenty of football abili-
ty and tons of determination.

A side, under manager Larry
Tompkins, that has the necessary
credentials to put the memory of
the loss to Wicklow into the shade
with a really spirited bid.

Incidentally, the last game
between Cork and Donegal in the
League ended in a draw at
Ballybofey in October 1996.




(16) Kevin O'Dwyer
€. O Diibhir
(O'Donovan Rossa)

(17) Brian Collins
B. O Coileain
(Castlehaven)

{(18) Michael O’'Donovan
M. O Donnabhdin
(Dohenys)

(19) Michael 0'Donovan
M. O Donnabhain
(Mallow)

(20) Stephen O’Brien
S. 0 Briain
(Nemo Rangers)

{21) Don Davis
D. O Daibhis
{0'Donovan Rossa)

(22) Michael Harrington
M. 0 hArreachtain
fArdigole)

(23) Ollie 0’Sullivan

0. 0 Suilleabhain
(Garnish)

Roghndiri:

Labhras © Toimicin (Coach),

Conchir O Cuanachain,
Fionnbarra O Murchd.
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Dathanna: Dearg is Ban [

_09)

1
MICHAEL MAGUIRE
M. Mac Uidhir
(Castlehaven)

2 3 4
EOIN SEXTON BRIAN CORCORAN  ANTHONY LYNCH

E. 0 Seasndin B. O Corcrain A. O Loingsigh
(Kilbrittain) (Erin's Own) (Naomh Aban)
5 6 7

CIARAN O’SULLIVAN SEAN OG O hAILPIN DONAGH WISEMAN
C. 0 Suilleabhain (Capt.) S. Og © hAilpin D. Mac an tSaoi
(Urhan) (Na Piarsaigh) (Castletownbere)

8 9
NICHOLAS MURPHY MICHAEL MONAGHAN
N. 0 Murchii M. 0 Manachain
(Carrigaline) (Kildorrery)

10 11 12
BRENDAN WALSH JOE KAVANAGH COLIN CROWLEY

B. Breathnach 5. 0 Caomhénaigh C. 0 Crualaoi
(Clonakilty) (Nemo Rangers) (Castlehaven)
13 14 15

PAT HEGARTY
P. O hEigeartaigh
(Tadhg MacCartaigh)

AIDAN DORGAN
A. O Deargain
{Grenagh)

ALAN O’REGAN
A. O Riogain
{Castletownbere)

Cail Cailini Seachai 45m Saor Ciceanna

dadh Leath

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

,Z ]é‘ Dathanna: Uaithne, Or is Ban

1
PAUL CALLAGHAN
P. 0 Ceallachain
(Burt)

e dre 4 :
BARRY McGO_WAN JOHN JOE DOHERTY DAMIAN DIVER

B. Mac Gabhainn S. 8. 0 Dochartaigh (Capt.) D. O Duibhir

 (Killvbegs) {Naomh Columba) (Ardara)
NOEL McGINLEY MARTIN COLL NOEL HEGARTY
N. Mag Fhiennaile M. Mc Colla N. O hEigeartaigh
{Naomh Cpfumba) (Gweedore) (Naomh Columba}
8 9

JIM McGUINNESS
S. Mag Aonasa
(Naomh Conaill)

JAMES RUANE
S. 0 Rudin
(Bundorai)

10 11 12

SHANE CARR ADRIAN SWEENEY BRIAN ROPER
8. Mac Giolla Chearra A. Mac Suibhne B. O Ropier

(Four Masters) (Dungloe) (Aodh Ruadh B/S)
13 14 15
JOHN DUFFY TONY BOYLE BRENDAN DEVENNEY
. §. 0 Dufaigh A. 0 Baoill B. 0 Duibheannaigh
{Aodh Ruadh B/S) (Dungloe) (St. Eunan's)

Seachai 45m

: _ Cuil Ciailini Saor Ciceanna

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

rzé{ s

. 8. 0 hEarsin
{St Eunan 5)

& (24) Jonathan Scanlon

- 8. 0 Scannlain
(St. Eurnan's)

Roghnoiri:

Declan Bonner (Manager),
Charlie Mulgrew,

Matt Gallagher,

Micheal O. Melntyre (Coach).
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19th October at Pearse Park
Donegal 1-12; Lo )
Scorers - Tony Boy, :
Bradley 0-3, Brendan

Donegal 1-9.

o .
Scorers - Tony Boyle 0.6, m MeGuinness 2-0, John
Duffy 0-2, Shane Bradley 0«2, Brendan Devenney 0-2,
Brian Roper 0-2.

16th November a;t én"
Donegal 0-12; Armagh 3-1.

Scorers - Tony Boyle 0-5, John Duﬂj/ 0-2, Brendan
Devenney 0-2, Jim McGuinness 01 Brﬁan MeLoughlin
; Oi Adrian Swesney 04, :

i er at Bai!yshannon S i
onegal 1-8; Meath 18.
o Scorers - lony Boyle, le 05, John Duffy -1, Brendan

- Devemey 0-2.

i

2nd November at Pairc Ui Rinn

Cork 0-14; Waterford 1-7.
Scorers - joe Kavanagh 0-4, Jonathan McCarthy O-
4, Nicholas Murphy 0-2, Brendan Walsh 0-2, Martin
Cronin 0-1, Mark O'Sullivan O-1.

16th November at Pairc Ur Rinn

Cork 0-13; Clare 0-8.
Scorers - Ciaran 0'Sullivan 0-4, Joe Kavanagh 0-4,
Stephen Dineen 0-2, Nicholas Murphy 0-1, Martin
Cronin 0-1, Brian Corcoran 0-1.

f
30th November at Newcastle . J
Down 1-13; Cork
Scorer - Joe Kavanagh 1-2.

7th December.at Pairc Ui Rinn
Cork 1-21; Limerick 0-7.
Scorers - Joe Kavanagh 1-4, Ciaran O'Sullivan 0-4, j

Aidan Dorgan 0-3, Brendan Walsh-0-2, Stephen
O'Brien 0-2, Peter Hegarty 0-1, Nicholas Murphy 0-1,
Martin Cronin 0-1, Ronan MeCarthy 0-1, M Harrington
0-1, Fachtna Collins 0-1.

751 Febriary ot Balporey
: 2-11; Westmeath 2-8.

1st February at Droichead Nua
Cork 0-9; Kildare 0-8.

i
hn Duffy 0-5, Tony Bay!e 12, Bria Roper

2'3 Bﬂan R@per 2-7, Adrlan SWeeneyi 5
Jim McGumness 2-2, Shane_BradIey 0- 5 Er:an

Uevenney
McLough.’m 0-1, N MchIey O~1

COrCalg_{h -

19th October at Clonmel .
Cork 4-17; Tipperary

35

Scorers - Mark O'Sullivan 2-4, Peter Hegarty 1-1,
Stephen Dineen 0-3, Ciaran 0'Suflivan 0-3, Don
Davis 1-0, Joe Kavanagh 0-2, Colin Crowley 0-2,
Nicholas Murphy O-1, Aidan Dorgan 0-1.

16

Scorers - Joe Kavanagh 0-3, Aidan Dorgan 0-2,
Peter Hegarty O-1, Ciaran Q'Sullivan 0-1, Stephen
0'Brien 0-1, Sean Og O hAilpin 0-1.0

15th February at Pairc Ui Rinn

Cork 0-13; Roscommon 1-6.
Scorers - Fachina Collins 0-4, Joe Kavanagh 0-3,
Brendan Walsh 0-Z, Nicholas Murphy 0-2 Peter
Hegarty O-l Martm Crofino-1. [0

15th Ma h at Aughrfm

Wicklow 1-12; Cork
Scorers - Ciaran 0'Sullivan 0-4, Fi
Joe Kavanagh 0-2, Aiden Dorgan 0-2
0-1,.Rohan McCarthy O-1. ;

Total Scored 7-100 (121 points);

Total Conceded 7-66 (87).

Average 1.39

Scorers - Joe Kavanagh 2-24, Ciaran 0'Sullivan O-
16, Mark O'Sullivan 2-4, Aidan Dorgan 0-8, Nicholas
Mutphy 0-7, Peter Hegarty 1-4, Brendan Walsh 0-6,
Stephen Dineen 0-5, Fachtna Collins 0-5, Martin
Cronin 0-4, Jonathan McCarthy 0-4, Fionan Murray 1-
1, Stephen 0'Brien 0-3, Colin Crowley 0-3, Don
Davis 1-0, Ronan McCarthy 0-2, M Harrington 0-1,
Mark O'Sullivan 0-1, Brian Corcoran 0-1, Seén 0g O
hAilpin 0-1.

i

 Down
. Scorers - Gavin Murdock 0-4, Gerard Deegan 0-3,

An DUn

19th October at Aughrim
Wicklow 1-10; Down

0-10.

Scorers - Gerard Deegan 0-5, Glen McMahon 0-2,
Alan Molloy 0-1, Kieran McCabe 0-1, G Baillie 0-1.

2nd November at Newry
Down 2-10; Tipperary 1-7.

0-5, Ross Carr 0-4, Shane McMahon 1-1, Alan
Molloy 0-3, S Poland 0-2, Finbar Caulfield 0-2,
Kieran McCabe 0-1, G Murphy 0-1, Gareth Baillie O-
1, Peter Withnell 0-1.

Muineachain

19th October at Tullamore
Offaly 1-12; Monaghan

1-8.

Scorers - Glen McMahon 2-2, Paddy Sloan 0-3,
Gavin Murdock 0-2, Gerard Deegan 0-1, G Murphy O-
1, Shane Ward 0-1.

16th November at Dungarvan
Down 0-12; Waterford 0-5.

Scorers - Gerard Deegan 0-4, Gavin Murdock 0-2,
Conor Deegan 0-2;-Glen McMahon 0-1, Alan Molloy
0-1, Paddy Sloan 0-1, Shane Ward O-1.

Scorers - Gary Meehan 0-5, Stephen McGinnity 1-1,
Damien Freeman 0-1, Mark Daly 0-1.

2nd November at Clones

Monaghan 2-8: Cavan 1-8.
Scorers - Declan Smyth 1-3, Kevin Hughes 0-4,
Peter Duffy 1-0, Mark Daly O-1.

16th November at Markieviez Park
Monaghan 1-11; Shgo 1-11.

-'3'Orh Novemoer at Newcastle

1-13; Cork 12,

Micky Linden 0-3, Shane McMahon 1-0, Shane Ward
01, S Poland O—:L &len McMahon O-1.

14th December at Newry

Down 0-12; Kildare 1-8.
Scorers - Gavin Murdock 0-4, Gerard Deegan 0-3,
Shane Ward 0-2, Paddy Slean 0O-1, Shane McMahon
0-1, Finbar Caulfield O-1.

Ist February at Ennis

Ciare 1-8; Down 0-10.
Scorers - Gavin Murdock 0-4, Mickey Linden 0-2,
Gerard Dgegan 0-1, Alan Molloy O-1, Paddy Sloan 0-1, A
Quinn G-1.

Scorers - Declan Tiernan 1- 15 Decian Smyth 0-5,
Kevin Hughes 0-2, Stephen McGinnity 0-1.

30th November at Scotstown

Monaghan _ 2-13; Wexford 1-8.
Scorers - Declan McKernan 1-2, Declan Smyth 0-4,
Kevin Hughes 0-4, Stephen McGinnity 1-0, Pauric
McShane 0-1, Gerard MeGuirk 01, E Hoey 02,

15th February at Parnell Park

Monaghan 2-12; Dublin 0-12.
Scorers - Darren Swift 1-1, Deolan Smyth 0-3,
Declan McKernan 0-3, Ciril Ronaghan 1-0, Mark
Daly 0-2, Stephen McGinnity 0-1, Kevin Hughes 0-1,
John Conlon 0-1. g

1st March al Clones |
Kerry | 2-9; Monaghan 0-10.

1st March at:Newry: ]

Down '0-19; Limerick 1-6.
Scorers - A Quinn 0-5, Gavin Murdock -3, Shane

Ward 0-3, Gerard Deegan 0-2, Mickey Linden 0-2,

Ross Carr 0-2, Conor Deegan 0-1, S Poland 0-1.

Scorers - Stephen McGinnity. 0 8 Damien Freeman
0-2, John Conlon @:2, Declan Smyth 0-1, Kevin
Hughes 0-1, Darren Swift 0-1.

15th March at Omagh
Monaghan 2-6; Tyrone 0-11.

15th March at Elphin

Down 1-12; Roscommon 1-7.

Scorers - Mickey Linden 1-1, Shane Ward 0-2, Conor

Deegan 0-2, A Quinn 0-2, Ross Carr 0-2, Gerard

. Deegan 0-1, Peter Withnell 0-1, Finbar Caulfield 0-1.

_ Total Scored 4-98 (110 points);

Total Conceded 7-53 (74).

Average 1.49

Scorers - Gerard Deegan 0-20, Gavin Murdock 0-19,
Glen McMahon 2-6, Mickey Linden 1-8, Shane Ward

010, A Quinn O-8, Paddy Slean 0-6, Conor Deegan

17

Scorers - Declan Smyth 1-2, Kevin Hughes 1-2,
Declan McKernan 0-1, Darren Swift 0-1.

Total Scored 10-68 (98 points);

Total Conceded 6-71 (89).

Average 1.10

Scorers - Declan Smyth 2-18, Kevin Hughes 1-14,
Stephen MeGinnity 2-6, Declan McKernan 1-6, Darren
Swift 1-3, Declan Tiernan 1-3, Gary Meehan 0-5, Mark
Daly 0-4, Damien Freeman 0-3, John Conlon 0-3, Cyrif
Ronaghan 1-0, Peter Duffy 1-0, Pauric McShane 0-1,
Gerard McGuirk 0-1, E Hoey O-1.
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(16) Pet_er Travers
P. O Treabhair
(Brvansford)

{17) Padraig McColdrick
P. Mac Gualraic
(Newry Shamrocks)

(18) Cathal Murray
C. O Muiri
{Clonduff)

(19) Alan Molloy
A. 0 Maolmhuaidh
{Loughinisland)

(20) Shane Mulholland
$. 0 Maolchallann
(Ballyholland)

(21) Aidan Quinn
A. 0 Cuinn
{Newry Bosco)

(22) Shane McMahon
: 5. Mac Mathiina
{Mayobridge)

(23) Eugene 0’Hagan
E. O hAgain
(Clonduff)

(24) Ciaran McCabe
C. Mac Ciba
(Castleweilan}

Roghnaoiri:

Peter McGrath (Manager),
John Murphy,

J.P. O'Kane,

Pat O'Hare.
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FINBAR CAULFIELD

F. Mac Conmbhaoil
(Rostrevor)

5
SIMON POLAND
S. Mac Poilin
(Bryansford)

CONOR DEEGAN
C. O Duiginn (Capt.)
(Kilmacud Crokes)

10
GERARD DEEGAN
G. 0 Duiginn
(Downpatrick)

13
MICKEY LINDEN
M. Mac Giolla Fhiondain
(Mayobridge)

Lo il
Cuilini

Ciil
J.adh Leath

Dathanna: Dearg is Dubh

1
MICHAEL McVEIGH
M. Mac An Bheatha
(Castlewellan)

3 4
BERIAN BURNS MALACHY McMURRAY |
B. 0 Broin M. Mac Muiri
(Bryansford) (Newry Bosco)
6 7T
MICHAEL MAGILL SEAN WARD
M. Mac an Ghoill 8. Mac an Bhaird
(Warrenpoint) (Burren)
9
GERARD COLGAN
G. 0 Colgain
(An Riocht)
11 12
PETER WITHNELL JAMES McCARTAN
P. Withnell S. Mac Artain
(Drumaness) (Tullylish)
14 15
ROSS CARR SHANE WARD
R. 0 Ceara S. Mac an Bhaird
(Clonduff) (Clonduff)

s 5

Seachai

2adh Leath

=

§

o L

$2adh Leath

IOMLAN

2
EDWIN MURPHY
E. 0 Murchii (Capt.)

(Castleblayney)

5
DERMOT McARDLE
D, Mac Ardail
(Castleblayney)

PAURIC McSHANE
P. Mac Seain
(Clontibret)

10
DAMIEN FREEMAN
D. Mac an tSaoir
(Magheracloone)

13
DECLAN SMYTH
D. Mac Gabhann
(Carrickmacross)

i ' ciil

dadh Leath

Cailini

Dathanna: Ban is Gorm

1
JOHN O'CONNOR
5. 0 Conchiiir
(Carrickmacioss)

3
GERARD McGURK
G. Mag Oirc
(Scotstown)

6
SEAMUS MULLEN
. 0 Maoleain
(Scotstown)

11
MARK DALY
M. 0 Dalaigh
(Drumhowan)

14

D. Mac Ciarnain
(Clones)

9

45m

4

NOEL MARRON
N. 0 Mearain
(Donaghmoyne)

7
JOHN CONLON
§. 0 Conluain
(Cartickmacross)

CYRIL RONAGHAN
C. 0 Reannachain
(Tyholland)

i b
KEVIN HUGHES
C. 0 hAodha
(Latton)

15

DECLAN McKIERAN STEPHEN McGINNITY

5. Mac Fhinneachta
(Drumhowan)

Saor Ciceanna

JOMLAN

(16) Glen Murphy

G. O Murchii
(Emyvale)

(17) Darren Swift

D. 0 Fuada
(Monaghan Harps)

| (18) Peter Duffy

P. 0 Dufaigh
(Castleblayney)

(19) Ni'afi Magennis
N. Mac Aonghusa
(Clontibret) -

(20) Patiriq; McDonald
P Mac Déomhnaifl
_ (c:asﬂe;f;g_!axy_ne;af)»=

_ (21) Colin McAree

C. Mac Conraoi
- (Monaghan Harps)

. {22) Eamonn Hoey

E. 0 hEochaidh
’(Kﬁ!ann;f}» o

_ (23) Fergal Duffy

" F. O Dufaigh
 (Inniskeen)

(24) Lorcan Kelly
. L.O Cealiaigh
{Aghabog)

| Roghnairi:
‘Eamonn McEneaney,
P MeKenna.

19



~\&a !

The M’onahan team tha

Noel Marron, Declan Smyth.

t played Tyrone in the league last month.
Back row (I-+): Pauric McShane, Mark Daly, Cyril Ranaghan, Gerard MeGuirk, John O'Connor, Kevin Hughes,

S

Front row (I-r): Declan McKiernan, Stephen McGinnity, Seamus Mullen, Edwin Murphy (captain), John Conlon,

Dermot McArdle, Darren Swift.

onaghan have genuine

grounds for being partic-

ularly pleased at their
achievement in qualifying for the
Church and General National
Football League quarter-finals.
They finished runners-up to
Offaly in what many understand-
ably regarded as the most com-
petitive group in the competition.

The Ulster county took a major
step along the road to the knock-out
stages by starting the New Year
with a surprise but well-merited two
goal win over fancied Dublin-and at
Parnell Park in the capital.

The game was only eight minutes
old when left full forward Darren Swift
boosted Monaghan morale with a
well-taken goal. Two minutes from the
interval a goal by Cyril Ronaghan put
Monaghan in a very strong position at

0'Connor's vital penalty save.
Boosted by that save Monaghan
fought back well and confidence

B was increased with two splendid

the interval as they led by 2-8 to 0-5.
The Northerners had to battle
hard all through the second half as
Dublin came back strongly but held
out for a 2-12 to 0-12 win that put
them very much in the hunt for a

place in the knock-out stages.

Hopes look a knock next time
oul when Monaghan lost an enter-
taining game at Clones to All-lreland
champions Kerry by five points, but
they regained the winning formula in
the final game of the section
against Tyrone at Omagh.

A superb penalty save by John
0'Connor in the Menaghan goal
from Peter Canavan in the second
half and a well-taken goal from the
spot by Declan Smyth were features
of the 2-6 to 0-11 win.

Tyrone led by a point at the inter-
val and just after the restart came

21

points from Declan Smyth,

Twelve minutes from the end
Smyth further underlined his finish-
ing powers by expertly converting a
penalty kick and Monaghan battled
on gamely for a well-deserved win.

Then, the news came through
that Sligo, who started that morning
& point ahead of Monaghan in the
Section C table, were surprisingly
beaten by Cavan. As a result
Monaghan finished runners-up a
point ahead of the Yeats County,
Dublin and Tyrone.

Under manager Eamonn
McEnaney, Monaghan have played
good football through the campaign
and displayed plenty of all out
endeavour. They have a lively
defence, a good midfield and solid
defence and, with morale buoyed up
by the march to the knock-out stages,
they will not be easily beaten.



1997 - Kerry 1-18; Down 0-10.

r threequarters of an hour

Fhis was a fine contest but

when Kerry put their foot to
the floor in the last quarter Down
simply had no answer. Although the
Kingdom opened the scoring the
Mourne men looked the livelier out-
fit and after Mickey Linden fisted
over the equaliser, points by John
Treanor, Gerard Deegan and Linden
again helped Down into a 0-4 to 0-2
lead after 11 minutes. However, the
Ulster side failed to trouble the
scoreboard operator again in the
opening half and, with Maurice
Fitzgerald leading the way, Kerry
turned over leading by 0-7 to 0-4.

Within 40 seconds of the restart
Fitzgerald made it double scores (0-8 to
0-4) and entering the last quarter the
gap between the sides was still four
points. However, Kerry simply upped
the pace and Down could not respond.
With William Kirby and Dara O Sé in
command at midfield the Kerry for-
wards were kept well supplied and it
was Kirby who provided the pass for
the game's only goal four minutes from
time with Pa Laide providing the finish.
Although Kerry's final margin of victory
(eleven points) may have flattered
them, Down had little cause for com-
plaint.

Down scorers: J.Treanor 0-5,
M.Linden 0-3, G.Mason 0-1, G.Deegan
0-1.

Down: Michael McVeigh, Conor
Deegan, Liam Howlett, Finbar Caulfield,
Daniel Fiynn, Sean Ward, Ross Carr,
Gregory McCartan, Jarlath Austin,
Aidan Farrell, John Treanor, Gary
Mason, Mickey Linden, Ciaran McCabe,
Gerard Deegan.

Subs: James McCartan for Carr, Greg
Blaney for Farrell, Peter Withnell for
McCartan.
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1995 - Laois 2-8; Monaghan 1-6.

aois opened the scoring after

I two minutes through Leo

urley but Monaghan were the
superior side in the opening ten
minutes and points by Michael
Slowey, Stephen McGinnity and
Declan Smyth (two) reflected as
much on the scoreboard. A couple

_ of minors from Damien Delaney

reduced the O'Moore county's
deficit to the minimum before
Michael Lawlor hammered in a fine
goal to leave it 1-3 to 0-4 after the
first quarter. There were just two
more scores in the first half and
both fell to Laois which left the
Midlanders four points ahead at the
interval.

On the restart the pace of scoring did
not improve and by the end of the third
quarter Laois had added just two points
to their half-time total with Monaghan
faring even poorer with just one minor
to leave it 1-7 to O-5. The game ended
as a contest in the 51st minute when
Hugh Emerson grabbed Lacis's second
goal and although Pauric McShane
replied similarly for Monaghan three
minutes from the end, the resuit was
never in doubt. Indeed, Laois could
afford to miss a late penalty and still
emerge comfortable winners.

Monaghan scorers: F.McShane 1-0,
D.Smyth 0-2, Michael Slowey 0-2,
S.McGinnity 0-1, D.Loughman 0-1.

Monaghan: John O'Connor, Fdwin
Murphy, David King, Noel Marron,
Martin Slowey, Gerard MecGuirk, John
Conlon, Pauric McShane, Frank
McEneaney, Ray McCarron, Michae!
Slowey, Gregory Flanagan, Stephen
McGinnity, Kieran Lavelle, Declan
Smyth.

Subs: Declan Loughman for
McCarron, Colin McCaul for Lavelle,
Conor Moen for Martin Slowey.

are no strangers when it comes

to National League combat is
something of an understatement as
today sees the counties in opposi-
tion for the 26th time in the sec-
ondary competition. The competi-
tion was only in its second year
when they met for the first time at
Hilltown where the Mourne men
emerged victorious by two points.
Barely six months later Monaghan
had their revenge at Castlewellan
but there was just one further meet-
ing before the Emergency break.
Down levelled the series at two all
in their first meeting after the break
but Monaghan dominated in the
fifties winning all six meetings.
However, Down responded the fol-
lowing decade with six wins of
their own (from seven meetings)
and followed that with three more
in the seventies. More recent years
have seen Down maintain their dom-
inance with only Monaghan's 1986
win at Ballybay upsetting the trend
to leave the overall series score 15-
10 in Down's favour, the details of
which are:

1927-28 Hilltown:

Down 1-4;  Monaghan 05
1928-29 Castlewellan:

Monaghan 2-6; Down 03
1938-39 Carrickmacross:

To say that Down and Monaghan

Monaghan  2-6; Down 1-2
1948-49 Ballybay:

Down 0-10; Monaghan 0-7
1949-50 Newcastle:

Monaghan 1-10; Down 0-8

1950-51 Newcastle:

Monaghan 2-3;  Down 1-3
1950-51 Ballybay

Monaghan 2-8; Down 0-4
1951-52 Newcastle:

Monaghan  2-3; Down 1-3
1952-53 Carrickmacross;

Monaghan 1-9; Down 0-4
1953-b4 Newcastle:

Monaghan  3-5; Down 2-6
1959-60 Ballybay:

Down 1-9; Monaghan 0-2
1960-61 Newry:

Down 1-8; Monaghan 0-4
1961-62 Ballybay:

Down 0-7; Monaghan 0-3

Previous Meetings

1963-64 Ballybay:

Down 1-7; Monaghan 2-2
1964-65 Newcastle:

Monaghan 1-11; Down 1-5
1965-66 Irvinestown:

Down 3-13; Monaghan 1-9
1966-67 Newry:

Down 3-8; Monaghan 1-3
1975-76 Ballybay:

Down 0-11; Monaghan 16
1976-77 Newry:

Down 6-5; Monaghan 2-10
1977-78 Ballybay:

Down 4-9; Monaghan 0-2
1981-82 Newry:

Down 1-7; Monaghan 0-4
1985-86 Newcastle:

Down 5-7; Moaonaghan 0-9
1986-87 Ballybay:

Monaghan 1-16; Down 35
1988-89 Carrickmacross:

Down 2-12; Monaghan 0-7
1992-93 Newry:

Down 1-14; Monaghan 1-7

When Last They Met ...

\ -February 1993

Down 1-14; Monaghan 1-7.

alf at Pairc An Iir and led by five points at the
changeover. The crucial score of the match came
halfway through the second period when a combination
of Conor Deegan and Gary Mason set up Mickey Linden
for a superb goal. That was the insurance score and
Down cruised to a comfortable seven-point victory.

The Mourne men dominated matters in the opening
h

Down scorers: G.Mason 0-5, M.Linden 1-1, B.Breen 0-4,
E.Burns 0-2, C.Bums 0-1, P.Withnell 0-1.

Monaghan: R.McCarron 0-5, A.Tavey 1-0, K.Hughes 0-1,
D.Byrne 0-1.

Down: E.Connolly, M.McGHl, C.Deegan, P.Higgins, J.Kelly,
B.Bumns, D.J.Kane, B.Breen, £E.Burns, C.Burns, G.Blaney,
G.Mason, M.Linden, P.Withnell, B.Mason.

Monaghan: T.McManus, G.Hoey, E.Sherry, B.Murray,
E.Murphy, G.McGuirk, D.King, D.Byrne, G.Mone, A.Tavey,
P.McShane, K.Hughes, S.McGinnity, E.Murphy, R.McCarron.
Subs: D.Loughman for Sherry, M.Slowey for McGinnity,
G.Flanagan for Murphy.

23



i

& go raibh Muineachan chun tosaigh
c_ar a chomh-Ultaigh i dtaca le ciirsai

peile dhe thainig an 'gasiin', An
Diin, aniar-aduaidh orthu uilig (cé's moite
den Cabhan), chun craobh na hEireann sin-
searach a bhaint i 1960. O shin i leith ta
fir na Moirne ag tabhairt diishlan uaisle na
peile 6 gach cearn den tir.

DhakchontaclUltacha;
webbreacha [ melieie

Le tamall de bhlianta &fach ni féidir beag-
is-fii a dhéanamh de pheileaddiri chontae
'na genoc s na loch' agus nuair a bhain siad
craobh Uladh tamall 6 shin bhiothas ann a
cheap go raibh stil alainn feicealach &
chleachtadh acu. | mbliana, facin phlean nua,
bhiodar séite isteach i Roinn 'an bhéis' ina
raibh tri chontae arbh iad curaidh a gCuigh
iad, Ciarrai (curaidh Uile-Eireann chomh
maith), Uibh Fhaili agus mar bharr donais ar
an scéal curaidh Uladh, An Cabhéan, a
gecomharsana iomréiteacha. Nior thit an lug
ar an lag acu afach agus seo chugainn inniu
iad i bPairc An Chrécaigh chun a chrutha
nach gal soip iad peileaddiri Mhuineachain.

ver the past few seasons the leading

scorer has tended to come from Div.

4, but with no fourth division this
time it was always likely that & player in
the nine-team section would top the chart,
and so it is with Kildare's Padraig Brennan
leading the way with 3-31. However, his
average of 5 pts. per game is lower than
the second placed Diarmuid Marsden who
notched 4-26 (38 pts.) in seven outings for
an average of 5.43. The Armagh man is tied
for second position with Tipperary's Declan
Browne who recorded the exact same
score, but from 8 matches,

The list of top marksmen in the league section
refers to the leading flag-raiser of each county
and these 34 players (there was a tie in Kilkenny)
are not necessarily the leading marksmen overall.

Padraig Joyce (Galway) 0-30
Raymond Gallagher (Fermanagh) 5-15 (30pts)

Hieran McDonald (Mayo) 218 (24)
Colm Hayden (Carlow) 218 (24)
Gene Bohan (Leitrim) 0-22
Colin Kelly (Louth) 022
lan Fitzgerald (Laois) 1-16 (19)

Damien Walsh (Kilkenny) 0-11
J Maher (Kilkenny) 1-81(11)
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Ta An Dan brea cleachtach ar an staid
néisiinta; lasmuigh de thréimhsi eile,
roimis sin, nach raibh siad ann faoi
cheathair sna naochaidi féin nuair a bhain
siad dha chraobh shinsear Ulle-Eiraann
11991 agus 19947 Chomh maith leis sin
bhain siad craobh na Léige Church &
General ar cheithre 6céid.

An bhfuil 'tuirse' ar Roinnt d'fhoireann An
Ddin n6 an bhfuil na dacine dga den
caigdean ard fos ata de dhith ar an
mBainisteoir oilte Peadar Mac Craith. Pér
bith é anseo iad ar ais aris agus ciall
cheannaithe na mblianta da dtreord.

Cad faoin toradh? Smaointear gur thug
Muineachan bata is bbthar dén Dan sa
chraobhchomortas cipla bliain 6 shin agus
€ sin déanta faoi scath na Méirne. Bhitheas
ann a cheap go rachadh Muineachan an
bealach ar fad an bhliain sin. Is foireann og
scilitil iad agus tar éis déibh foire cailidla
ar nos Ath Cliath, Tir Eoghain agus An
Cabhan a chlof le déanai ni m6r aird a thab-
hairt orthu,

Tréaslaitear a ngaisce leis an d& fhoire-
ann as teacht an fhad seo sa chomortas
agus feicfear iad araon i Roinn | an bhliain
seo chugainn. Go maire siad.

Diarmuid Marsden (Armagh) 4-26 (38 pts)

Tony Bovle (Donegal) 1-32 (35)
Padraig Davis (Longford) 3-24 (33)
Raymond McGee (Meath) 318 (27)
Eamonn Burns (Derry) 022
Tommy Maguire (London) 1-17 (20)
Kevin Madden (Antrim) 019

Thomas Cleary (Westmeath) 1-16 (19)
Section C

Paul Taylor (Sligo) 2-26 (32 pts)

Ronan Carolan (Cavan) 028
Declan Darcy (Dubiin) 0-24
Lee O'Brien (Wexford) 0-24
Peter Brady (Offaly) 2-18 (24)

Declan Smyth (Monaghan) — 2-18 (24)
Brian MeGuckian (Tyrone) 020
Maurice Fitzgerald (Kerry) 213 (19)
Section D

Padraig Brennan (Kildare) 3-31 (40 pts)

Declan Browne (Tipperary) — 4-26 (38)
Martin Daly (Clare) 2-31(37)
Kevin O'Brien (Wicklow) 3-28 (37)

Eddie Lohan (Roscommon)  1-27 (30)
Joe Kavanagh (Cork) 2-24 (30)
Gerard Deegan (Down) 0-20
Martin Power (Waterford) 1-16 (19)
Tony Cummins (Limerick) 014

Smyth’s scoring power a key
ctor for Monaghan

eclan Smyth was one of the stars of Monaghan's
ﬂ B'Iast Ulster senior foothall championship win. He
rifled over six points in a shock win over fancied
Donegal in a first round game at Baliybofey in 1996.
| The Carrickmacross clubman has been & leading figure in
| ihe Monaghan senior team in recent seasons and has also
1 been a consistent marksman. o
A clever footballer, who works tweiesy and to good effect
|in every game, Smyth has left a big imprint on Monaghan's
|return to the quarterfinal stages this season.
i He did not play in the opening game against Offaly, but was
{on the target in each game after that and is now Monaghan's
| leading marksman for the campaign so far with an impressive
018 (24 points)..
:3 Smyth's finishing powers and his good general play mark
| him out as a potential match-winner for the Northern county.

versatility. He had an outstanding game at full back
when Down ushered in a great era for Ulster by winning
the Sam Maguire Cup in 1991,

Three years later Down regained the title and recorded Ulster's fourth
win Allreland final win in a row by beating Dublin. Deegan lined out at left
midfield and played a big part in the last final win by a Northern team.

The six foot-plus Down man was then assisting Downpatrick in

COnor Deegan allies his undoubted football skifls with

| club games but is now a member of Kilmacud Crokes in Dublin. A

hard-working and gifted player he has made a major contribution with
his polished and effective midfield play in Down's march to the quar-
terfinals of the current League. He has two Ulster senior medals as
well as that brace of national souvenirs




Goal-less Games: None

In th tter of ) , ] N s i
regate Report ... ..o 050 Round by Round -

| there are fewer teams averaging less Away Wine: Cight
| urprisingly, the top two than ten points per game - five this year n i Draws: One
19 places in the aggregate report compared to seven last season. Of ROUND} f;ﬁhg; gggef:;gof i?ts -
| are filled by counties which did  those five Kilkenny, Wexford and s - Armagh 5-18 v Antri L . t A - ter 17 pts - Lao ROUND 7
not qualify for the quarterfi Liietisk ) Top Score: Armagh 5-18 v Antrim owest Aggregate: 17 pts - Laois L ——
qua quarter-finals, nor imerick are appearing for the second at Lurgan 0-9; Fermanagh 0-8 i
were they involved in the nine-team year running, London for the third. Biggest Winning Margin: 22 pts - GoéH’e 6 G TP Top Score: Galway 1-18 v Kilkenny
group. Armagh and Meath, third and 3 = : at Clara
4 ; 2 Meath 4-17; London O-7 Home Wins: Eight Donegal 2-15 v London at Ruisli
fourth res!:ectlvely in Section B, lead In terms of change from last year, Highest Aggregate: 46 pts - Away Wins: Seven Y ; rﬁ 118 Larptard at Bear £
the way with the Northerners ten Meath are the most improved team Armagh 5-18; Antrim 2-7 Draws: One P:ri S LATET ot Fearse
points ahead of the Royal county. jumping from 31st to 2nd while All- Lowest Aggregate: 20 pts - ; F— i
| However, quarter-finalists Galway and  Ircland and League champions Kerry Derry 0-10; Westmeath 0-10 ROUND 5 Tl gﬁ:ﬂﬂ"ﬁiﬂ?ﬁg e
! Cotk are third and fourth respectively, show the greatest drop, falling from Sth Goal-less Games: One Top Score: Cavan 4-11 v Wexford Highest Agéregate' 36 pts -
while the other qualifiers Donegal to 29th. Home Wins: Six at Breffni Park Waterford 3.9: Lfme;i ok 212
| (Gt!l), Down (7th) and Mayo (13th) are Away Wins: Seven Biggest Winning Margin: 11 pts - Lowest Aggregate: 22 pts -
S mitha top half; Fox the fourth year | Score Total Games Av. | Braws: (g Galway 1-19; Fermanagh 1-8 Leitrim 2-6; Louth 1-7
in succession Demnry have qualified for  Armagh 1880 134 7 19.14 *Kerry v Cavan was played on neU-  prepest Aggregate: 37 pis - Goal-less Games: None
the knock-out stages from a relatively ~ Meath 1991 194 7 4771 Tl TGy e York Cavan 4-11; Wexford 1-11 Home Wins: Six
lowly position (17th) along with Galway 7102 123 7 1757 Lowest Aggregate: 21 pts - Mayo  Away Wins: Seven
Monaghan (joint 17th) and Offaly Cork 7100 121 '8 154> '?OUNETE o AGileitdmOS Draws: Two
{19th). Kildare 794 115 8 14.37 Top Score: Armagh 4-17 v London Armagh 1-8; Meath 1-7
j ' Donegal 987 114 7 16.29 at Ruislip Tyrone 1-9; Kerry 1.6
Down 488 110 8 13.75 Biggest Winning Margin: 26 pts - |pperary 1-11; Limerick 0-7 SUMMARY
: Louth 1076 106 7 15.14 Armagh 4-17; London 0-3 Goal-less Games: One — w—— .
i Westmeath 977 104 7 14.86 Highest Aggregate: 35 pls - Home W_'"s: Eight Top Score: Armagh 5-18 v Antrim
| Leitrim 1171 104 7 14.86 Louth 2-12; Fermanagh 3-8 Away Wins: Seven (Round 1) )
mie e .13 Lowest Aggregate: 15 pis Draws: One Biggest Winning Margin: Armagh
c| Kerry 1-7; Wexford 0-5 26 pts v London (Round 2)
Mare ?Zi 183 G Goal-less Games: One ROUND 6 Highest Aggregate: 46 pts -
ayo 4 ™ e - 7 .
1 Rosycommon e 10; g 1121?; Home Wins: Ten Top Score: Westmeath 319 v Armagh 5-18; Antrim 2-7 (Round 1)
Eabre 1070 ; Away Wins: Four London at Castletowngeoghegan Lm?'est Aggregate: 15 pls - Kerry
70 100 7 1429 Draws: Two Biggest Winning Margin: 22 pts - L7/ Wexford 0-5 (Round 2)
Longford 972 99 ¥ 1414 Galway 3-17; Carlow 0-4 Goal-less Games: 10 (23 Last
5 Derry 583 98 7 14 ROUND 3 Highest Aggregate: 37 pts - Season)
i Monaghan 1068 98 7 14 ey »atmez 10 : Home Wins: 50 (64 Last Season)
Top S S MSath L8 At &t Westmeath 3-19; London 1-6 h
- G B | offay 678 96 7 13.71 o ;",’ e: Meath 218 v Antrim at—— ) o et Aggregate: 16 pts - Away Wins: 51 (36 Last Season)
Above James McCartan (An Din) who starts fiis first game ~ Dublin 580 95 7 1357 Vel LA, .. Dublin 1-7; Tyrone 1-3 Draws: 11 (12 Last Season)
in the current league today and {below) Noel Marron Fermanagh 1065 95 7 13,57 f;ag’i)e;t;;h%::i::airg;n. SRipe E— .
(Muineachain). Tyrone 578 93 ¥ 13 3 : A T R e %
? 29 Highest Aggregate: 35 pts - i b & 2 t i T m
Tipperary. - 964 91 7t 13 Meath 2-18; Antrim 1-8 __Jnoeaten ieams
Sligo 377 86 7 d2vo Lowest Aggregate: 16 pts - Mayo and Galway are doing good jobs in the current League in
Cavan 7ol gs T Ao Dublin 1-9: Wexford'()-zl advertising Connacht standards. These sides, along with Offaly
Aptrt : i and Donegal are the only unbeaten counties starting the quarter-finals.
ntrim 253 83 7 1186 Offaly 0-9; Kerry 1-4 : i
Watarord 9.49 é . Mayo dropped their only point when they played a draw with Galway
Vaterfor - 76 8 9.5 oal-less Games: Three at Castlebar in November. They clinched the Section A title with a
Limerick 559 74 8 925 Home Wins: five memorable win over Laois at a packed Crossmolina where Ciaran
Carlow 762 73 7 .10.43 Away Wins: Nine McDonald was a bright star for the winners with five points.
Kerry R4S 70 T 1008 Draws: Two Galway's hopes took a knock after the draw with Mayo when they
Wexford 552 BT 95T were finished level with Louth at Ballinasloe but they hit back with big
London EAE w0 7 RE7 ROUND 4 '__ whés Iin tht:il‘ threl;let;emaini‘ng %amest to fi:i_shﬂr‘?nners-up ir:jthle S}aictlon.
Kilken i S ) alway topped the scoring department in this group and also fin-
L inie ol o 8 Top Score: Leitrim 3-20 v Kilkenny  jshed with the best defensive record.They have reached the quarter-
gl ) i ) at Carrickon-Shannon finals for the first time in eleven years.
Clare and Tipperary are playing their Biggest Winning Margin: 25 pts - Mayo are appearing in a quarterfinal today after an interval of two
final divisional game today. Leitrim 3-20; Kilkenny 0-4 years.
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own have given a new
thist to the old adage "A

good beginning is half the
battle" by qualifying for their
second successive Church and
General National Football
League quarterfinal.

Their prospects of making an
impact in this season’s competition
did not look bright when they failed to
justify their favourites ranking in their
firstround game against Wicklow at
Aughrim. A Conan Daye goal from a
penalty five minutes from the end
ensured a three points home win.

But the Mourne men struck back
in fine style with four wins in suc-
cession, including victories at the
expense of Cork and Kildare, the
early pace-setters in Section D.

However, they started the New
Year on a disappointing note when

ACKS

they failed to end a losing sequence
against Clare at Cusack Park, Ennis.

Despite some good points scoring
by Gavin Murdock, Mickey Linden and
Gerard Deegan, Down still squan-
dered many good scoring opportuni-
ties and paid the penalty with their
fourth defeat in four League games at
the Banner County venue in ten years.

Once more, however, Down have
come back well from a set-back.
They had a convincing win over
Limerick and helped their cause in
the scoring averages review with an
0-19 to 1-6 scoreline.

Last time out the Northerners
gave their best performance of the
year so far when clinching a place in
the knock-out stages by beating
Roscommon at Elphin. A year earlier
in last season’s League Down had
to settle for a draw against the

28

Connacht county at the same venue.

However, the Northerners did
much better on the return visit. A
goal by Mickey Linden after about
twenty four minutes helped them to
an interval lead of 1-5 to 0-3.

They had to battled doggedly
throughout the second half but with a
display of controlled football they forged
out a wellmerited five points win to
edge out Kildare on scoring averages
for a place in the knockout stages.

Conor Deegan and Gerard Colgan at
midfield, Linden and Ross Carr in
attack and right full back Finbarr
Caulfield, who also got on the scoring
sheet with a point, were best for Down.

A good run over-all, then, for
Down and one that indicates they
are on the right track to improve on
last year's guarterfinal outing when
they lost to Kerry at headguarters,

Leaiue Tables 1997‘98
Section A P W F A Average

Mayo 76 1 781 456 150 Uréth ma gCelst ,
1. Who won the Church and General National Footbal
Galway B2 e 102 451 195 Leaguaifitle last pear?
Laois 7421 10 1070 470 1.22 2. Where was the final played?
Leitrim £ A R 9 11-71 7-55 1.37 3 pat Casserly (Westmeath), Paddy
Louth 730 4 6 10786 1257 1.14 Russell(Tipperary) or Brian White (Wexford) refer-
Fermanagh 7 1 1 5 3 10865 10-74 0.91 eed last year's Lea_gui ﬁr;]a!; i
Carlow 7115 a3 7-52 11-82 0.63 4 Paul Taylor plays senior football with what courity’
Kilkenny % o i 0 638 17107 035 & 1&:;1‘;);::: did Donegal last win tﬁe National League
6. Offaly have still to win a League title, True or
SectionB P WD L Pts F A Average false? .
Donegal T B i, 08 S 9-87 10-46 1.50 7. Who manages the Derry senior football team?
Derr 0 o e [l 5-83 6-64 =149 .
A . ; 2o Jumier Crosswerd
rmagh 7 502 10 1880 6-62 1.2 s e
59 1.67 The clues below, if answered correctly, will
Meath 7412 9 191 = 5 reveal the name in the shaded squares down of :
longford 7 3 0 4 6 972 1080 0.90  forward who holds two All-ireland senior medals
Westmeath 7 2 1 4 5 9-77 871 1.09  and has been in action in
Antrim T4 B 6 2 1053 10-102 0.63  the current League. o
London 70507 0. 545 21404 0.35 1. Donegal dropped theiranly |z
point of the current League |
in their game against this |%
SectionC P WD L Pis F A Average county before Christmas.
Offaly T 6 43 6-78 462 1.30 2 1his county finished in
Monaghan 7 4 1 2 9 1068 6-71 1.10 third position in Section A |
Dublin T 8 5-80 7-48 1.38 of the current Football
5.78 7-63 128  ‘Leagwe
Ty.r =l ; g g 3 S ; 77 674 0.93 3 The Church and General
£igo ~ . - National Football League:
Kerry AR 6 848 1-70 0.99 an ... county competition, e
Cavan 7205 4 7-64 778 0.84 4, Down beat Kildare at this venue in the current
Wexford T e 7 0 552 11-87 0.56 League just before Christmas, :
5. Christian name of Nestor, Mayo's Te_i‘t--fu.'f_'fory_vérd in
SectionD P WD L Pts F A Average i ﬁj; jvaet.z‘rs Bank of Ire!arne?.ﬂ![—..’reland Semor'_fma.'-.
2 S e 2 ‘) . 4-98 g L4 7. Christian name of Crossan, who scored the dramatic
Cork 8602 12 7100 766 1.39 " giin's iste (Dublin) winning goal against
Kildare 8 86 0 2 12 7-94 4-77 1.29 of Cork, in the Al Af-refand olub seni
*Clare i i L 4-91 5-63 1:32 semiinal at Thurles in February.
Wicklow 8 4 1 3 9 9-77 G-76 111 E Trath na gCelist
7 = 1. Kerry. 2. Paire Ul Chaoimi. 3. Pat Casserly (Westmeath).
EHISERIIMon &2 2 A 6 - {8 b 15 4. Sz';g. 5. Dz:zggﬂ'i have|_r|:'et to win the National League,
*Tipperary 7 3 0 4 G 9-64 11-64 0.94 6. True. 7. Brian Mullins, the former Dublin senior star.
Limenel g dsding. 8 86582 9119 0.51 Junior Cros_sgard e
Waterford 8 0 1 7 1 9.49 9116 0.53 0 .: ﬂgﬁtﬁ 2. Laois. 3. Inter, 4. Newry. 5. David. 8. Early.
E The hidden name is M.Linden (Down),

* Clare and Tipperary game yel to be played.

Carrickdale

Good luck to Down from:

Carrickdale Hotel

Carrickcarnon, Ravensdale, Dundalk, Co. Louth )
Tel: (042) 71397, Fax: (042) 71740." 3 _
and
Canal Court Hotel el Gl U KT

Merchants Quay, Newry BT35 8HF.
Tel: (01693) 251 234. Fax: (01693) 251 177,
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Fluctuating
Fortunes and
Consistent

Performances

w competitions demonstrate
Fhe uncertainty of team sports
to quite the same extent as
the National Football League which,
from year to year, sees remarkable
changes in the fortune of many
counties. Conversely, where some
counties experience wild swings of
fortune, others display a quite
remarkable consistency. The cam-
paign now reaching its climax main-
tains these well-established trends.
In terms of consistency nobody can
match Derry as, for the seventh year in
succession, they have made it to the
quarter-final stage. The Oak Leaf coun-
ty did however improve somewhat on
their divisional record as for the past
three seasons in their seven group out-
ings it was four wins, one draw and two
defeats, while this time it was five
wins, one draw and one defeat.

KERRY'S DROP

Three more of last year's quarter-final-
ists (Offaly, Down and Cork) have
returned to the knock-out stage while
two others (Kildare and Laois) almost
made it. However, the remaining two

quarter-finalists from last year (Louth
and Kerry) fared poorly; Louth were
never really in the hunt in Section A
while champions Kerry's fall from grace
was startling. The Munster 'kingpins'
have never played outside Division One
in the history of the competition but
next season they will be operating out
of the third division.

The most dramatic improvement in
fortunes came from Donegal who fin-
ished bottom of Division One last year
with just one win and two draws from

‘seven games, but this time the North-

Westerners were in great form winning
six and drawing one. Other dramatic
improvements came from Galway, Mayo
and Monaghan.

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM
The greatest reversal of fortune was
probably Kerry's but other sides also
experienced a fall from grace. Cavan
were plying their trade in the top divi-
sion last season but will be operating
out of the bottom division next year
and Louth, who topped Division Two
last year will be playing in the third next
season. And Roscommon, who should
have been playing second division foot-
ball this year await the outcome of the
Tipperary-Clare clash to see if they
have avoided Division Four next year.
However, some of the perennial
Division Four sides such as Kilkenny,
London, Carlow, Limerick and Waterford
saw no great change in fortunes in the
new format and all shall be plying their
wares in the bottom rung of the league
next season.
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GOOD MUS

THE PARAGON BAR & BEER GARDEN B

WHERE ALL GAELS MEET --id%

i

“After the gamen‘:«l.
everyone knows
the name of

the paragon”

- e

GOOD PINT!

ettt el
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GOOD SPORT S

FERMANAGH STREET, CLONES, CO. MONAGHAN. (
Best wishes to Down, Donegal and Monaghan

Bed & Brealkfast Also Available!

THE PARAGON BAR & BEER GARDEN

Sunday, April 19th in Ennis at 2.00p.m.
Munster v. Australia
(Curtain-raiser to Clare v. Galway NHL game)

Sunday, April 12th in Tullamore at 2.00p.m.
Leinster v. Australia
(Curtain-raiser to Dublin v. Laois -
Leinster U-21 Football Final)

Wednesday, April 22nd in Croke Park at 2.00p.m.
Tuesday, April 14th in Silverbridge at 5.30p.m. Ireland v. Australia

Ulster v. Australia

For further information contact: Pat Daly,

GAA Coaching and Games Development Manager,
Croke Park, Dublin 3.

Tel: (01) 836 3222, Fax: (01) 836 6420.

30 Ll 31

Thursday, April 16th in Tuam at 5.30p.m.
Connacht v. Australia
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Too young ¥

El

to play...

... but not too young to dream.

| He may be little, but he has his

dreams. It's good fo know that
when he's old enough to play,
Cumann na mBunscol will
be there to nurture and guide
him, so that one day he may
achieve his dream to play in

the Church & General

_National Leagues.

By supporting Cumann na
mBunscol and the National
Leagues, Church & General

are helping to make his and

all our dreams come true.

Church & General

A MEMBER OF AGF-IRISH LIFE HOLDINGS p.l.c.




