


Score and they’ll remember you for 20 years.

Miss and they’ll remember you forever. .

The AIB Club Championships. Proudly sponsored by AIB Bank.
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Cumann Liithchleas Gael

All-Ireland Vocational Schools’ Intercounty Foofball Final
1.45 i.n. :

Tir Eoghain v. Uibh Fhaili

Réiteoir: K. Walsh (An Clar)

Church & General
National Leagues

Church & General
National Football League 1997/98

Final
3!30 ilnl

Doire v. Uibh Fhaili

Réiteoir: N. Barrett (Corcaigh)
Linesmen: M. Curley (Gaillimh) STANDBY REFEREE
W. Feeley (Maigh Eo)

Amhran na bhFiann Ar gCliidach

Sinne Fianna Fail,

Ata faoi gheall ag Eirinn,

Buion dar slua

Thar toinn do rainig chugainn

Faoi mhoid bheith saor,

Sean-tir ar sinsear feasta

Ni fhagfar faoin tioran na faoin traill.

Anocht a théam sa bhearna baoil

Le gean ar Ghaeil chun bais no saoil shat

Le gunna scréach faoi lamhach na bpiléar, Our cover features
Offaly’s Ronan Mooney and

Seo libh canaig amhran na bhFiann. _ Eamon Bums (Doire) in
action from their respective
semi-finals.

© Follsithe ag DBA Publications Limited,

56 Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Tel: (01) 288 7247. Fax: (01) 288 3583.
Clo: Leinster Leader.
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 Ground Regulations - Pairc An Chrocaigh

All persons entering this ground are admitted
only subject fto the following Ground
Regulations and to the Rules and Regulations
of the Gaelic Athletic Association. Entry to the
ground shall be deemed to constitute ungual-
ified acceptance of all these Rules and
Regulations.

Fireworks, smoke canisters, bottles, glass-
es, cans, flags, banners, poles and other
similar articles or containers, including any-
thing which could or might be used as a
weapon, are not permitted within the ground,
and any persons in possession of such an
article or container may be refused entry or
gjected from the ground.

Spectators are not permitted to bring alco-
hol into the ground/arena.

The climbing of walls, stands or other build-
ings in the ground is forbidden.

Excessive noise such as that from the use
of radio sets or other appliances and behav-
iour likely to cause confusion or nuisance of
any kind including foul or abusive language
is not permitted in any part of the ground.

6. Under no circumstances is it permitted to
throw any objects ento the pitch.

7. Unauthorised persons are not permitted to
enter upon the field of play and shall be
ejected.

8. Any person who fails to comply with the
instructions from a steward may be ejected
from the ground.

9. The stadium management reserve the right
of admission.

10. The stadium management reserves the right
to refuse admission to or to gject any person
who refuses to be searched by a police officer.

11. Any person who remains in a gangway or
aisle may be ejected from the ground.

12. The G.A.A. reserves the right for its ser-
vants or agents to remove from the stadium
any person who does not comply with the
Ground Regulations or whose presence on
the ground could reasonably be construed
as constituting a source of danger, nui-
sance or annoyance to other spectators.

V. is in operation at this stadium.

New
301.
New
701.

Medical

Upper Hogan: Medical Centre rear of Press
Area.
Lower Hogan: Treatment and Cardiac
Ambulance rear of Section G/L.

Stand Lower: Medical Centre rear of Section

Stand Upper: Medical Centre rear of Section
Treatment and Cardiac Ambulance rear of

Stand. Medical Personnel on duty on Premium &
Box Level.

Hill 16: Treatment Ambulance beside Treatment
Centre rear of Terrace.

The Site Medical Officer will be situated on the
pitch in front of the Nally Stand.

All Treatment Centres are staffed by

St. John's Ambulance Brigade members.

Lost Children

Lost Chifdren can be colflected at the above
Medical Centres.

Public Telephone Locations

Se

Hogan Stand

e Pay Phone and Card
Phone beside the
entrance to Section P
Lower Hogan Stand
opposite the main sweet
shop

* Pay Phone beside the
stairs to Upper Hogan

Section 510.

ction P/R, close to the

Information Box.

New Stand

e Level 3, Pay Phone at rear
of Sections 309/310.

¢ Level 5, Card Phone/Credit
Card Phone at rear of

opposite Box 633.
e Level 7, Pay Phone next to

* Level 6, Call Card rear lift ’
lift at rear of Section 708. (

.

PAIRC AN CHRIGOCAIGH

Kevin Waish
(An Clar)

Kevin is no
stranger to the
role of referee in
4 Al-reland

1 Vocational
Schools' finals,

4 having refereed a
number already.

He has made
his mark as a ref-
eree in foothall
and hurling and
has a long list of major games at
county, provincial and naticnal level to
his credit. This includes the 1996
Bank of Ireland Munster senlor final
between Kerry and Cork and the AIB
Munster club football decider between
Castlehaven, of Cork, and Fethard, of
Tipperary last December,

Walsh has been a referee for over
ten years and has been active in this
role in the current Church & General
MNational League.

o000 00000OOBDOES

Niall Barrett
(Corcaigh)
TR i Niall is having a
busy weekend.
Last evening he
took charge of the
first Al-lreland
under-21 football
semi-final meeting
between Laois
and Galway at
Longford.

Earlier this year
the Carrigaline
clubman refereed the inter-provincial
senior final between Ulster and
Leinster at Clones. A referee for over
seven years, Niall was the man in the
middle in last year's Bank of Ireland
Munster senior final between Kerry
and Clare.

A very experienced Knight of the
Whistle, his earlier assignments includ-
ed the 1996 Laols-Donegal All-lreland
minor semi-final. He has also refereed
a number of games in the current
Church and General National League.
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History on the double

in Church and General
National League Final?

istory may be made on the
Hdeuble in the Church and

General National Football
League final. This is the first
decider between Derry and Offaly
and a win for the Leinster champi-
ons would result in a new name on
the Roll of Honour for the first time
since 1985.

That year proved "Lucky Thirteen" for
Monaghan, who won their only League
so far-the thirteenth county to join
the Roll of Honour. New York have also
inscribed their name on the rankings.

The present decade is proving a very
successful one for Derry. Starting the
nineties they had only one title to
their credit; today they are in line for
their fourth of the decade.

A win would establish the Oak Leaf
County as the most successful from
Ulster in terms of League title wins.
At present they are bracketed with
Down on four Leagues each as
Ulster's joint trend-setters.

Offaly are appeating in only their sec-
ond final. In 1973, as reigning All-
Ireland senior champions, they went
down to Kerry at Croke Park by 2-12
to 0-14 before 25,303 spectators.

The game was noteworthy for a scor-
ing spectacular from Offaly's left half
forward, captain and sharpshooter
supreme, Tony McTague, who rifled
over all but two points of his team's
total. Eleven of his twelve points were
from frees.

Any Offaly forward who comes close
to that Offaly spectacular today will
have more than the usual cause for
celebration,

Tohill On Target

The target for Derry's forwards to aim
at is not nearly as intimidating.
Anthony Tohill marked his League final
debut in 1992 by scoring 1-5, 1-1 from
"45's" and one from a free.

Four years later he scored exactly the
same total as Derry won their last
League final. He hit 0-3 from frees and
a point from "45",

Those Tohill returns top the list for
Derry forwards in League summits
since 1959,

Derry's 1996 win ranks as the last
League final success by an Ulster
county. The crown has not been
brought in triumph to Leinster since
Meath won their seventh League in
1994,

Derry's last defeat in a National
League final was in 1976 when they
lost a thrilling game to Dublin by 2-10
to 0-5 hefore an attendance of
33,845. Brendan Kelly was Derry's
ace marksman with 0-6.

Interestingly, Brian Mullins, now Derry's
team manager, had an outstanding
game at centre-field for the Dubs.

The last drawn final was in 1993 when
Dublin and Donegal each scored 0-9.
Dublin won the replay by 0-10 to 0-6.

The last decider that failed to produce
a goal was the all-Northern clash of
Derry (0-12) and Donegal {0-8) for the
1995 title.

Last year's final between Kerry and
Cork was played at Pairc Ui Chaoimh.



L The Trophy

he Irish National Insurance tro-
Tphy which will be presented to
the winning captain today was
first competed for in 1929 when
Kerry beat Kildare in the final.
-~ The first man to
receive the cup
was Joe Barrett of
ralee and, as he
' was at the helm
- when Kerry won the
1932 All-ireland final,
~ he acquired the distinec-
. tion of being the first man to
collect the Irish National and
Sam Maguire trophies.
Another distinction to be
claimed by Kerry is that
e they provided the only
father and son to captain
2 winning National League
j teams - John Joe
Y Sheehy (1928) and
ot his son Niall who led
the Kingdom to their fifth title in
1961 and again in '63. The first
Ulster man to captain a winning side
was Pat Keenan of Derry who was

a cosilachtai thar an gcoiteann idir

Doire Cholmcille agus Uibh Fhaili.

D'fheadfa a ra gur thainig siad in
aois na maitheasa, i dtéarmai peile dhe,
thart faoin am céanna; bhi fir na
Feabhaile sa chéad chraobhchluiche sin-
sir acusan ariamh i 1958 agus fir An
Chontae Dilis i 1961. Bhi teip in ann
déibh araon.

1964 bhain miondir Uibh Fhaili a gcéad
chraobh Uile-Eireann; i 1965 lean buachailli
Dhoire a sampla. | 1968 casadh ar a chéile
iad | geraobhchluiche na nOganéch (faci 21)
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was at the helm in that historic tri-
umph of 1947, while the first
Leinster man was Laois's Dick
Miller in 1926 (the first final).

Connacht's first title (in 1934)
marked the beginning of a remark-
able period in National League his-
tory with Mayo establishing a
record-breaking six successive wins
which still stands after almost 60
years. A feature of Mayo's six tri-
umphs was that the captaincy was
shared by only two men, both from
the same club - Gerald Courell and
Paddy Moclair of Ballina. Courell
was in command in the first three
wins - 1934, '35 and '35 while
Moclair was at the helm in '37, '38
and '39. This great run also gave the
Mayo duo the distinction of being
the only players to captain three
title-winning league teams.

The number of recipients who have
collected the trophy twice is equally
short. Niall Sheehy accepted it on
behalf of Kerry in 1961 and '63 while
Tony Hanahoe led Dublin to the 1976
and 1978 triumphs. And the last play-
er to join this illustrious band was
Henry Downey who was captain in
Derry's 1992 and 1996 wins.

L]

agus b'shin an chéad uair ariamh gur bhuail
siad le chéile i geraobhchluiche naisitnta.
Bhi an |a leis na tuaisceartaigh an la (d ach
b'iad buachailli Uibh Fhaili, 6n la sin, a
bhain craobh shinsear Uile-Eireann nios
taisce l.e. 1 1971 agus 1972.

| dtaca le comortais na Sralthe naisiinta
né an Léig Church & General is mo de chail
ata ag 'Contae na Duilleoige Daire' na an
'‘Contae Dilis'. | 1947 bhi Doire sa chluiche
leathcheannais Sraithe den chéad uair,
éacht nar éirigh le hUibh Fhaili a dhéanamh
go dif 1959. Anuas air sin ta ceithre

chracbh bainte ag an tuaisceartaigh agus |,



nil aon chraobh ag fir lartire. N'ftheadar an
leigheasfear an scéal sin inniu?

Ni ga a ra go raibh an chluiche
leathcheannais idir DOn na nGall agus Uibh
Fhaili, coicios 6 shin, i bhfad Eireann nios
fearr na a chomhionnann idir Doire agus
Muineachan. Bhi calghdean na peile sa
chéad chluiche chomh maith is a fheicfear
sa chraobhchomortas | mbliana; bhi an
iomarca strécala agus cinéal iomrascala sa
cheann eile rud ata intuigthe, ar bhealach,
nuair a smaoinitear go raibh an da fhoireann
ag smaoineamh ar chraobh Uladh nuair a
casfar ar a chéile iad sa chéad bhabhta. Mar
sin féin ni féidir caighdeén na folrne ag Doire
a mheas ar an dtaispeantas sin amhain.

Is curaidh Laighean iad foireann Uibh
Fhaili ata den chuid is mo réasnta 6g. De
na "seandirl" ta sé do-shéanta go bhfuil an
tridr diobh sna tosal, Uinsionn ('Vinnie")
Mac Laithimh, Séamus Stiobhard agus
Peadar O Bradaigh chomh maith lena
gcomhionann ar aon fhoireann; an duine
eile atéd sa réimse aoise sin, an captaen
Fionnbarra O Cuilinn, nil a shard mar leath-
thaca a fhail. Chomh maith, nfor chaill an
fhoireann aon chluiche sa Léig reatha agus
anuraidh nior chaill siad ach an chluiche
ceathriicheannais in aghaidh Chill‘Dara, tar
éis doibh teacht anios as Reinn 4. Da bhri
sin ta nés na buachana daingnithe go smior
san fhoireann. Ma ta 'laige’ le sonril is sa
line deiridh tacaigh ata sé ach mar
chliteamh air sin ta an culbaire, Padraig O
Ceallaigh, thar cionn.

Ni féidir a ra gur ghlac fir lartire ceannas
i 1ar na pairce in aghaidh na gConnallach
ach b'é an plean imeartha a bhi acusan na
|&r an ghoirt a phladu ie beirt tosai ag imirt
ann maraon leis na fir larpairce; ni féidir a
sheanadh go bhfuil Séamus MagAonasa,
Conallach, ard-éifeachtach sa réimse sin
pairce pé'r bith. Ach lasmuigh de bheith ag
saothr( i lar na pairce bhi Ciaran
MacMénais ina chabhair mhor do na tosai
agus ghothaigh sé cll agus dha ehailin 6n
imirt.

| gcas Dhoire ta ciall cheannaithe na
mblianta acu ag sineadh siar go 1993 nuair
a bhain siad craobh Uile-Eireann. Is
speisialtoiri iad i dtaca leis an Léig dhe
agus dha chracbh bainte acu san iditlinn |
1995 agus 1996, Ni haon doithini iad an
sar-fhoireann seo a bhfuil meascan de na
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sean agus ha n-0g nasctha le chéile sa
doigh go bfhuil se deacair an ceann is féar
a fhail orthu.

Ma té clltaca sa tir chomh héifeachtach
le Ciaran Maclomhair, thar tréimhse chomh
fada, nior chuala méran faoi. Ta Anraoi 0
Dinaigh tar &is tiontd 6 Iar an line leaththa-
ca go dti imeall na 'cearndige' agus ta sé
chomh maith san ionad nua agus a bhi sé
san ionad elle nuair a bhain sé conn Uile-
Eireann mar chaptaen. Ta Anton O Tuathail i
lar an ghoirt ag feidhmia ar bharr éifeachta
aris agus is moladh mér é sin.

Is deacair a shamhailt cé chomh maith is
ata tosai Dhoire mar aonad. Bhi ainm in
airde ariamh ar Sheosamh O Brolaigh ach
nior ghnéthaigh sé ach cdilin amhain sa
chluiche leathcheannais; bhf ionadaiocht
déanta ar Eamon O Brain tar éis fiche neo-
mat agus b'é an fear a cuireadh isteach ina
ait, Seosamh O Casaide, a ghnothaigh an t-
aon chil sa chluiche sin; ni bheadh duine
ra-chinnte go bhfuil ag &iri chomh maith le
Gary O Colmain mar thosach cé gur imreoir
sar-oilte & ach samhlaitear mar fhear taca é.

Ni mor ar deireadh tomhais a dhéanamh
faoin toradh. Caithfear clpla fainic a ghla-
cadh chugainn i dtQs béire - mé ta Séamus
O Griandin in ann smacht éigin a choinneail
ar Anton O Tuathaill | 1ar pairce heidh cud
den ghno riachtanach do bhua na
bhFéaileach déanta; ma ta lan-taca réasinta
éifeachtach aimsithe ag Uibh Fhaili beidh
caoi acu; ma ta Peadar O Bradaigh in inmhe
a chlisteacht imeartha a chur i bhfeidhm ar
Chiaran Mac fomhair beidh seans malth ag
an geuid eile de no tosal na scéranna riach-
tanacha a ghnétha.

Ina dhiaidh sin is ulle is cinnte go mbei-
dh sar-chluiche againn. Beldh cothromaiocht
anseo is ansiud agus an ceann-isfearr ar a
geéili imeartha ag clpla duine ar an da
thaobh ach siltear go mbeidh an la leis na
Failigh ag ceann scribe. T4 cail anois orthu
mar fhoireann a choinionn smacht orthu
féin; ni bhionn aon ghairbe ag baint leo gus
ta stil deas acu, meascan den sean agus
den nua. Niltear ag ra go bhfuil foireann
Dhoire garbh a mahlairt dairire ach amhain
nuair a thugann céili imeartha airithe a
ndushlan le gairbhe.

Tréaslaitear a ngaisce leo araon agus
leis an bheirt bhainisteoir Toméas ¢ Laighin
agus Brian O Maolain. Go maire siad uilig.

Q

A gCéad
Chraobh
Léige
¢d'Fhoireann
Uibh Fhaili?

Ar Lean.

Anxious
Moments

A young Offaly
supporter looks
on anxiously
during the
semi-final
against Donegal.
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VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS’ FOOTBALL FINAL

Offaly in line to make
history in curtain-raiser

s is the case in the Church &
A‘(Eeneral National Football League
inal, Offaly are in line to make his-
tory in the All-lreland Vocational Schools'
football decider. The Faithful County has
still to win the title.

Offaly helped to usher in the All-lreland
Vocational Schools' finals story in 1961 when
they lost the initial decider to Cork City. The
county's last appearance in a decider was in
1992 when the Midlanders were well heaten
by Kerry.

Tyrone, in sharp contrast, have won five

last success by an Ulster county.

Surprisingly enough we must go back as far
as 1983 for the last win by a Leinster county.
Wicklow won their second crown that season
by beating Clare by 0-8 to 0-4.

Tyrone have the best record of an Ulster
county with their five titles. Their last winning
appearance was in 1989 when Peter Canavan
led the side to a 0-13 to 1-5 win over Mayo.
He also scored five points.

The Vocational Schools' Championship has
gained greatly in popularity and appeal down
the years and there is little doubt that the test
is doing invaluable work in advancing the
cause of Gaelic football in the schools. Many
winners of Allreland medals - and indeed nan
national medal winners - graduated over the
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VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS’ FOOTBALL FINAL

fitles between 1967 and 1989 inclusive. They ~ Years to inter-county senior prominence.

are hoping for better fortune than last year This season's championship provided a
when they went down by 0-10 1o 0-8 to Kerry  £ood quota of keen games and good individ-
at Pairc Ui Chaoimh in the final. ual displays.

The last year a new name was added to the The finalists are well equipped sides, with
Roll of Honour was in 1991 when Cork County ~ accomplished players in all departments and
heat Galway for a first championship. are capable of providing an entertaining and

Donegal retained the title in 1996 for the closely contested curtain-raiser.

EVEI!Y DECADE
al pearln' In today's final Tyrone maintain the

milar claim is Kerry who have

Alan O'Meara |
thefr first appearance in 3.980. Indead, the Kingdom,

races away during
Offaly’'s semi-final
defeat of Siigo.

DERRY DISTINCTION

The Oak Leaf county may have been con-
spicuous by its absence from the closing
stages of the Vocational Schools champi-
onship in recent years. In fact, it is 17
years since they last appeared in the
final and in all they have contested only
three deciders. However, that last
appearance in 1981 was the occasion of
the completion of a magnificent treble,
as they had also won out in 1979 and
'80 - the first (and last to date) three-in-
a-row achieved by any county. And Derry
can claim to be one of only two counties
with a 100% record of success in finals
of this competition. Interestingly, the
other county was Fermanagh...but they
appeared in only one final.

10

The Offaly Vocational Schools football team that reached the All-lreland final with a two point victory over

Sligo in the semi-final,

Back row (Ir): lvan Melia, Scott Brady, Francis Bannon, Noel Kenna, Ciaran 0'Meara, Gordon Nutterfield, Ger Rafferty.
Front row (I-r): Eamon O'Keefe, Wesley Coyne, Edwin Finnerty, Nigel Mannion (captain), Alan O'Meara, Jack Kilmurry,

Chris Cullen, Gary Mangan.

n uair gur thosaigh na comortais
Oidir ceantair ghairmscoileanna ag

tiis na seascaidi, bhi na miiin-
teoiri, na Coisti Gairmoideachais agus na
Coisti Contae go mér taobh thiar diobh.
Anuas air sin chabhraigh na clubanna
aitidla leis na gairmscoileanna agus vice
versa ba bhuniis do foirne 'faoi aois' sna
clubanna na peileadoiri agus na hioma-
naithe dga a bheith a miinli ag miin-
teoiri diograiseacha. Moltar go hard an
spéire iad agus tréaslaitear leo uilig.

De réir na dtaifead thosaigh an comortas i

1961 cé go raibh cluichi imeartha i 1960.
Ma's linn clof leis an geeann udarasach
b'iad Cathair Charcaf agus Uibh Fhaili a bhi
sa chraobhehfiuche i 1961 an t-aon cheann
facin teideal 'Cathair Chorcai' a buadh. Dar
ndoigh bhain 'Corcaigh’ dha chraobh eile 6
shin 1 1991 agus 1994,

Cé nar bhuaigh Uibh Fhaili aon chraobh
ariamh ta sé le maiomh acu, maisea, go
raibh stad ag an tus stairitil i 1961. Ta Tir
Eoghain sa dara hat ar liosta bhuaiteoiri (tar
éis Ciarrai) le clig (5) chraobh agus is mor
an chiis mhaoite doibh é sin. Rud sun-
tasach faoin chomortas na go bhfuil clig
chontae 6 Chuige Uladh tar éis an chracbh
seo a bhaint.

Ard-Mholadh Tuillte ag na

Comortals Ghairmscoileanna

Rud erle ta;tneamhach faoi n& an oiread
sin contaethe ‘laga’, i dtaca le peil dhe, ata
ar liosta na mbuaiteoiri, mar shampla,
Aontroim, Ceatharlach, CllE Mhantain agus
Fear Manach.

On uair go bhfuil sinsir Uibh Fhaili sa
chraobhehluiche L&ige Church & General
beidh slua 6n Chontae Dilis le tacaiocht
ghlorach a thabhairt do na hoganaigh 6n
chontae. Ach bi cinnte go mbeidh lucht lean-
ta Dhoire Cholmcille ag tabhairt na gair
mholta da gcomharsana 6 Thir Eoghain.

Cé a bhuafaidh? Ba bhred an rud & ainm
nua, Uibh Fhaili, a bheith ar an Rolla ondra
ach ta an stair taobh thiar de na ]
hEoghanaigh. Ach seasainn gach cluiche ar a
bhonnaibh féin agus braitheann sé, ar
deireadh, ar éifeacht na n-imreoiri, mar
fhoireann, ar an Ia cinnitnach.

Guitear rath orthu araon agus ar a lucht
stirtha agus traenéla agus, arfs,
tréaslaitear leis na Coisti agus na muinteoiri
ar fud na tire a chuir dua orthu féin an
comortas a choinneall ar leibhéal fior-ard. Go
maire siad uilig. :

11
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Semi-Final Details

Both Offaly and Tyrone were involved in
closely fought semifinals two weeks ago.
The Midlanders travelled to Hyde Park,
Roscommen and came away from the
Connacht venue with just two points to spare
over Sligo - 0-12 to 1-7. The scorers for the
Faithful county that afternoon were - S.Brady
0-5, A.0'Meara 0-2, E.Q'Keeffe 0-2,
G.Mangan 0-2, J.Kilmurry 0-1.

Tyrone were pressed equally hard by Cork
in the other semi-final at Mountmellick.
Indeed, it took an extra half hour's play
before the Northerners advanced to today's
final on a 0-19 to 0-16 scoreline. The scor-
ers for the Ulster champions at the Laois
venue a fortnight ago were - S.Donnelly 0-8,
G.Coney 0-3, E.McGinley 0-3, R.0'Neill 0-2,
0.Mulligan 0-2, J.P.Kane O-1.

The last finals of
Offaly and Tyrone

1997 - Kerry 0-10; Tyrone 0-8.

Despite playing into the teeth of a strong

CHOOLS’ FOOTBALL FINAL

0'Connor and Liam Murphy helped the
'Kingdom' into an interval lead of 0-6 to 0-4.
On the restart Tyrone looked confident
that the narrow deficit could be overcome
and a Frank McGuigan point reduced their
arrears to the minimum. However, the Kerry
defence responded magnificently (especially
the half-back line) and they effectively closed
down the Tyrone attack allowing Murphy and
Co. to snipe the points that sent the title
southwards,
Tyrone scorers: S.0'Neill 0-3, S.Donnelly O-
2, K.Hughes 0-1, F.McGuigan 0-1, J.P.Kane
0-1.
Tyrone: M.McCann, M.McNulty, M.McGee,
J.Devine, K.O'Brien, E.Gormley, P.O'Neill,
A.0'Connor, B.O'Neill, 5.0'Neill, D.G'Hanlon,
S.Donnelly, K.Hughes, F.McGuigan, J.P.Kane.
Subs: C.McGinley for O'Hanlon, N.Loughran
for B.O'Neill.

1992 - Kerry 4-15; Offaly 1-5.

Kerry, playing with the aid of the breeze,
came out of the blocks fastest and were two
points to the good in as many minutes.
However, Offaly responded and points by
Anthony Kelly and Kenneth Claffey (2) put
the Midlanders a point clear after six min-
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The Tyrone team which played in the semi-final.
Back row (I-r): Darren O'Hanlon, Fran Loughran, Martin McCarron, Stephen
Donnelly, Peter Ward, Peter O'Neill, Enda McGinley, Jim Devine, Gavin Dewviin.
Front row (I-r): Eoin Mulligan, Aidan O’Connor, J.P. Kane, Brian O'Neill, Aidan

Quinn, Kevin Hughes.

Paths the the Final

Offaly 0-15; Laois 1-8.
Offaly 2-6; Wicklow -+ 09.

Leinster Final:

Roll of Honour

Vocational Schools (Football)

: Kerry:

: Tyrone:

1973, 1977, 1978,
1986, 1987, 1990,
1992, 1993, 1997,
1967, 1969, 1970,

; wind Tyrone started the better and a couple  utes. But the first Kerry goal (Brian Clarke) Offaly 4-11; Carlow 39, 1988, 1989
Tyrone’s Gareth A T e et ! i
oy g of lovely points from Stephen O'Neill gave came six minutes later and another followed Offaly 0-12; Sligo 1-7. : Donegal: 1984, 1985, 1995,
pul.'e;awa ina e Ulster champions an early lead. However, close behind (John Crowley) to put the 1996.

Y Kerry soon began to make use of the ele- 'Kingdom' in charge. By the interval it was 2- Tyrone 1-14; Cavan 1-7. : Derry: 1979, 1980, 1981

tackle for the ball. : : y: y y .
ments and points by John Sugrue, Bernard 8 to 0-3 and Offaly were doomed. Tyrone 1-20; Down 1-7. Galway: 1964, 1965, 1976.

On the restart Kerry continued to dominate Mayo: 1971, 1975, 1982

: 3 5 ;

Ulster Final:

and only for David Hughes in the Offaly goal : Dublin City: 1962, 1963.
the final margin of defeat would have been Tyrone 1-11; Donegal 2-8. Wicklow: 1974, 1983.
even greater. However, the Midland goal-min- Replay: Cork: 1991, 1994.
der was helpless in the 40th minute when Tyrone 1-11; Donegal 2:8. : Fermanagh: 1966.
John Buckley got Kerry's third major and ten After Extra Time: Antrim: 1968.
minutes from the end Clarke got his second Tyrone 0-19; Cork 0-16. Carlow: 1972.
and Kerry's fourth. Just prior to Clarke's Cork City:  1962.

strike Kelly got Offaly's lone major but it was
little more than a consolation score.
Offaly scorers: A.Kelly 1-1, K.Claffey 0-3,

HEAVIEST DEFEAT

Eoghain

S.Byrne 0-1.

Offaly: D.Hughes, T.Hopkins, T.Dalton,
D.Coyne, G.Lynam, S.Hand, B.Wynne,
K.Claffey, S.Ryan, A.Kelly, D.Bannon,
M.Cooney, C.Quinn, K.Daly, S.Byrne.

Subs: D.Minnock for Hopkins, D.Cuskelly for
Minnock.

e dubious distinction of suffering the heaviest-ever defeat in an Ali-Ireland Vocational
Schools Foothall final belongs to Offaly, whose students were overwhelmed to the tune of

19 points by Kerry (4-15 to 1-5) in 1992 - which was the last final contested by the 'fri-
colours'. It is of interest to note that the previous record in this regard was 18 points (6-7 {0 1-
4), the score by which Antrim overcame Galway in 1967.

One record that Offaly would rather be without.
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(16) Brian McAnenley
B. Mac an Anoille
(St. Ciaran’s Ballygawley)

(17) Barry McDermott
 B. Macbiarmada
(St. Ciaran's Ballygawley)

(18) Nigel Loughran
N. O Luachrain
(St. Ciaran's Ballygawley)

{19) Gareth Coney
G. O Cuana

* (Holy Trininty Cookstown)

(20} Ryan O'Neill
 R. 0 Nsill
(Pungannon C.F.E.)

. (21-) Colm HcCaughey
- €. MacEachaidh

(St. Ciaran's Ballygawley)

(22) Aidan McCrory
: - A. MacRuairi
(St. Claran's Ballygawley)

Roghnoiri:
Terry McCann,
Enda Kilpatrick.

14

VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS’ FOOTBALL FINA

2
MARTIN McCARRON
M. MacCearain
{St. Ciaran’s Ballygawley)

5
GAVIN DEVLIN
G. 0 Doibhiin
(Holy Trinity Cookstown)

EOIN MULLIGAN
E. 0 Maolagain
(Holy Trinity Cookstown)

10
DARREN O’HANLON
D. 0 hAnluain
(5t. Ciardn's Ballygawiey)

i3
AIDAN QUINN
A. 0 Coinn
(Holy Trinity Cookstown)

Cuil
ldadh Leath

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

Cuilinmi

Dathanna: Ban is Dearg

" I
PETER WARD
P. Mac an Bhaird

(St. John's Dromore)

3
FRAN LOUGHRAN
P. 0 Luachrain
(Holy Trinity Cookstown)

6
BRIAN O’NEILL
B. 0 Neill
{Holy Trinity Cookstown)

11
KEVIN HUGHES
C. 0 hAodh
(Dungannon C.F.E.)

14
ENDA McGINLEY
E. MacFhionnaile
(St. Ciarén’s Ballygawley)

Seachai

4
JIM DEVINE
S. 0 Daimhin (Capt.)
{Omagh C.F.E.)

7
PETER O'NEILL
P. 0 Néill
(Omagh C.EE.)

AIDAN O'CONNOR
A. 0 Conchiir
(Dungannon C.F.E.)

12
STEPHEN DONNELLY
5. 0 Donghaile
(St. Claran's Ballygawley)

i5
J.P. KANE
S. P. 0 Cathain
(Dungannon C.F.E.)

45m ' Sé;)r Ciceanna

1 dadh Leath

2adh Leath

Dathanna: Uaithne, Ban is Or

1
NOEL KENNA
N. O Cionnaith
(Qaklands C.C. Edenderry)

2 3
EAMON O’KEEFFE FRANK BANNON
E. 0 Caoimh F. O Banain
(Ard Scoll Chiarain) (Ard Scoil Chiarain)
5 6

JOSEPH KILMURRAY GERARD RAFFERTY
5. Mac Giofla Mhuire G. O Raifeartaigh
(Oaklands C.C.) (Ferbane V.S.)

8 9
SCOTT BRADY
S. 0 Bradaigh
(Ard Scoil Chiarain)

10 11
ALAN O'MEARA IVAN MELIA
A. 0 Meara 1. 0 Maille
fArd Scoil Chiarain) (Ard Scoifl Chiarain)
13 14
EDWIN FINNERTY SHANE CUNNINGHAM
E. O Fionnachta S. MacCuinneagéin
(Killina §.5.) (Killina 5.5.)

Seachai 45m

4

NIGEL MANNION

N. O Mainnin {Capt.)
(Tullamore College)

7
WESLEY COYNE
1. 0 Cadhain
(Ard Scoil Chiarain)

KIERAN O’MEARA
C. 0 Meara
(Ard Scoll Chiarain)

12
DARREN KELLY
D. O Ceallaigh
(Ard Scoil Chiarain)

15
GARY MANGAN
G. 0 Mongain
(Oaklands C.C.)

Saor Cieé;ﬁa

IOMLAN

(16) Jonathan O’Brien
S. 0 Briain
(Ard Scoil Chiarain)

(17) Anthony Clancy
A. Mac Lannchaidh
{Ferbane V.5,)

(18) Chris Cullen
C. O Cuilinn
(Ard Scoil Chiarain)

(19) Gordon Nutterfield
G. Nutterfield
(Oaklands C.C.)

(20) David Cummins
D. O Comain
(Oaklands C.C.)

(21) Andrew Grace
A. de Gras
(Oaklands C.C.)

(22) Edward Green
E. 0 hUaine
(Tullamore College)

(23) Eoin Robbins
E. MacRoibin
(Killina 8.8.)

(24) Ciaran McNeill
C. MacNéill
(Tullamore College)

Roghnaoiri:

Tom Donoghue (Manager),
Des Doolan,

Dominic Guinan.
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Uibh Fhaili

¢ Today, Offaly will be appearing in their fifth
final, having lost their four previous
appearances, 1961, 1964, 1986 and
1992, Offaly lost the inaugural final to
Cork City.

¢ The 1964 team included All-Ireland
medal winner and All-Star Eugene
Mulligan and the County Board's
Football Officer Christy Hand, who
scored eleven points in the semi-final.

= Four members of the 1986 team went on
to win All-lreland U-21 medals in 1989 -
Tom Coffey, James Stewart, Niall 0'Shea
and Phil O'Reilly. Brendan Kelly and Ronald
Byrne won AlHreland hurling medals.

Snipperts

* The 1992 team inciuded Colm Quinn,
John Kenny, Anthony Kelly and Niall
Walsh who won a Minor All-Ireland with
Meath. Niall won four Leinster V.S.
Championships with Offaly. Stephen
Byrne, the current Offaly S.H. goalkeep-
er, played at wing forward. His father
Paddy played in the 1964 final.

o Kildare men Gary Mangan and Noel
Kenna, who play today, will maintain a tra-
dition which began with the great Pat
Mangan in the 1961 final.

* Panelist Eddie Green is a nephew of
Tommy Green who played for Offaly in the
1961 Aflreland Final against Down. Eddie
played for Leinster in the recent U-17
Compromise Rules series against
Australia.

Captaein

4

(=]

s S

sE

$5
| L

23

Jim Devine
(Tir Eoghain)

16

Tir Eoghain

* Team captain Jim Devine and Peter
O'Neill are in their third year on the
Tyrone team.

Eoin Mulligan's father, Eugene, captained
Tyrone Vocational Schools to All-lreland
sucess in 1969.

Brian O'Neill, Gavin Devlin, Fran
Loughran, Eoin Mulligan and Aidan Quinn
all won All-Ireland medals with Holy
Trinity College, Cookstown last Sunday.

Enda McGinley is the fourth member of
his family to play for Tyrone in the last six
years.

Seven of today's team were on the
Tyrone Minor squad beaten by Laois in
last year's All-lreland Minor Finai.

@

Ten of today's squad were also members
of the squad beaten in last year's
Vocational Final in Pairc Ui Chacimh.

Stephen Donnelly is the top scorer in this
year's team having so far amassed a lotal
of 1-34 in five games and is the son of
Tyrone Vice-Chairman Cuthbert.

Gavin Devlin, known as "Trunks", is the
Lough Neagh & District Pool Champion.

Eoin Mulligan and Brian O'Neill are
accomplished musicians and hope to
attend the London College of Music
next year.

Enda Kilpatrick, co-manager, is also a
selector with the Tyrone senior team,
while his fellow co-manager, Terry
MecCann is full-forward on the Tyrone
senior hurling team.

Kevin Hughes is the biggest player on
the Tyrone team at 6 feet and weighs
14st.101lbs.

ar when he
y al cover to

' The Tubber clubman had a splend'i{i"game in the
i a! _win over Westmeaih and although playing at

helped U.C.D. to win the Sigerson Cup in the
of 1996 and fater that year made his senior
hampionship debut against Louth.
McManus has been a consistent campalgner in

~ the meantime and was one of the giants in shap-
~ing last yeal Ba_nk of Ireland Leinster senior title
. win by Offaly He also score )

campalign.
Ciaran has also been ar i ai 'flgure in the

Midlanders march to the L al and is their

second highest scorer oints).
Clearly, McManus

much to again steer Off:

& General Natlonal Foothall League 1




Church & General National Football League 1997 /98

Experience

heavily on the

side of Derry

erry bring a wealth of experi-
Dence and good form to their

bid to enhance an impressive
record in National Football League
finals in the nineties. They have a
rich framework of players who have
played in three winning deciders
and have been moving well of late.

After a spluttering start that saw
them collect only one point from
their first two games, they go into
this Church and General decider
backed by the perfect record from
their last seven appearances.

Their performance last time out
when seeing off Monaghan did not
match the sparkle provided by
Offaly in their semi-final win over
Donegal. Nevertheless, there was
still much to admire in the Oak Leaf
men's win.

For one thing, they finished clear-
cut winners by seven points-no
mean feat against a side that had
put up some good displays earlier
on.

Then, there was the brilliance of
Anthony Tohill. The tall midfielder
has played many excellent games
for Derry over the years but his dis-
play in the recent semi-final ranks
as his best in a long time. He also
finished the side's leading scorer
with four points.

Team captain Kieran McKeever
and Sean Martin Lockhart provided
many telling touches in defence.

Joe Cassidy, one of the county's
brightest young talents, who went
in as a substitute after twenty min-
utes, was alert and nippy to scram-
ble home the only goal of the game
late in the first half. He also had a
good outing over-all.

Seamus Downey, who scored two
points, was another who helped to
provide some bright moments in a
dull game.

McKeever, Henry Downey, Tohill,
Gary Coleman, who started in
attack but finished up in defence,
Joe Brolly, Fergal McCusker and
Seamus Downey of the side that
beat Monaghan all appeared in
Derry's three League final winning
teams so far.

All in all, then, Derry have plenty
to encourage them as they strive to
strengthen their ranking as the
most successful county in League
play in the present decade.

<Y Ulster Bank
VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS

The Ulster Vocational Schools’ Committee offer best wishes
to Tyrone in their bid for All-Ireland honours today and

acknowledge the generosity of Ulster Bank in
sponsoring our provincial championships.

18

ffaly are particularly well
Oarmed for this bid to win the

county’s first-ever National
Football League title. Teamwork, all
round balance, self assurance and
the ability to bounce back from
early reverses are assets in a side
that now has acquired the winning
habit.

These were demonstrated yet again in
the semi-final win over Donegal in what
must rank as one of the best matches
in the competition so far this season.

The Leinster champions lined out with-
out their leading scorer, Peter Brady,
due to injury, and were rocked by a

Tony Boyle goal after only nine minutes.

The goal put Donegal 1-2 to 0-1 ahead
but Offaly did not panic and powered
back so well that they led at the inter-
val by 1-7 to 1-4.

Offaly had to work hard in the second
half as the talented Donegal men put
them under strong pressure throughout
the period. However, they impressively
displayed their "steel" and will to win
as they continued to play with poise
and assurance.

They eventually reaped their reward
when goals by James Stewart and a
classic from Ciaran McManus in the
50th minute turned the key in the door
to a two points win and with it the
Faithful County's ticket to their first
final in a quarter of a century.

This was another very workmanlike per-
formance by Offaly. They were not hus-
tled into making mistakes, played cool-
ly all through and displayed plenty of
football ability and a flair to capitalise
well on their scoring opportunities.

The game will be linked in a special
way with McManus for his classic goal.

Church & General National Football League 1997/9

to make hist

He also scored four points to finish as
his team's ace marksman on the day

and proved a most influential figure in
the success.

Vinny Claffey and Roy Malone in attack,
James Grennan at midfield and centre
half back and captain Finbarr Cullen
were others who played pivotal roles in
the win.

Offaly have now won 16 games in the
Church and General National Leagues
of 1996-97 and 1997-98 as against
one defeat and a draw. An impressive
statistic and one that brings home just
how well the team has blended into a
powerful force.

A background that also augurs well for
the chances of making history in this
unique decider.

Dunne & McDonald Motors
= @TOYOTA

Best Wishes to the
Offaly Team

from

Dunne & McDonald Motors
O’Moore Street,
Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Phone: (0506) 52700 (4 lines)
Fax: (0506) 52727.

& TOYOTA MAIN DEALERS
FOR COUNTY OFFALY

1Q
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The Derry team which defeated Monaghan in the Semi-Final:
Back row (Fr): Seamus Downey, Dermot Heaney, Anthony Tohill, Eoin McCluskey, Paul McFlynn, Dermot Dougan, Gary Magill, Joe Brolly.
Front row (Ir): Sean Martin Lockhart, Johnny McBride, Kieran McKeever, Henry Downey, Gary Coleman, Fergal McCusker, Eamon Burns.

Eoin McCloskey (Dungiven) Dermot Heaney (Castledawson) Johnny McGurk (Lavey)
23-years-old. 5'10". 13st. 26-years-old. 6'1". 14st.7lbs. 32-years-old. 5'7". 11st.7Ibs.
Student. Double Glazing Technician. Accountant.

Kieran McKeever (Dungiven) Gary Magill (Glen) Stephen McLarnon (Castledawson)

30years-old. 5'8". 11st.10Ibs. 29-years-old. 6'0". 13st. 24-years-old. 5'9". 11st.10lbs.
Building Contractor. Plumbing Contractor. Bank Official.

Sean Martin Lockhart (Banagher) Gary Coleman (Magherafelt) Sean Donnelly (Ballinderry)
21-years-old.6'0". 13st. 25years-old. 5'10". 11st.7Ibs. 22-years-old. 68'0". 12st.7Ibs.
Student. Postman. Farmer.

Johnny McBride (Loup) Dermot Dougan (Newbridge) Ruairi Boylan (Glenmullin)

20-years-old. 5'11". 13st. 25-years-old. 6'2", 13st.7Ibs. 24-years-old. 6'1". 13st.7Ibs.
Student. Farmer. Civil Engineer.

Paul McFlynn (Loup) Joe Brolly (Dungiven) Paul Diamond (Ballaghy)

20-years-old. 68'0". 12st. 28-years-old. 5'10". 12st. 20-years-old. 6'0". 13st.
Student. Barrister. Student.

Henry Downey (Lavey) Benny Murray (Ballinascreen) Ciaran Higgins (Magherafelt)

3lvyears-old. 5'10". 12st. 21-years-old. 6'1". 13st. 22-years-old. 5'5". 11st.
Teacher. Plumber. Student.

. Fergal McCusker (Glen) Joe Cassidy (Ballaghy) Adrian Heaney (Castledawson)

28-years-old. 6'0", 13st. 21-years-old. 6'1". 12st. 20-years-old. 5'9". 11st.7Ibs.
Bank Official. Student. Machine Operator.

Anthony Tohill (Swatragh) David Hasson (Banagher)
27-years-0ld.6'4". 15st. 25-years-old. 5'11". 12st.7Ibs.

Civil Fngineer Cbu il
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Church & General National Foothall League 1997/98

Individual

I ast season the top individual feats

award was shared between four players

(Dara O Cinnéide, Brendan Cummins,
Maurice Fitzgerald and Pat Butterly) and
were all performed within 75 miles of each
other on Leinster soil (Droichead Nua,
Nowlan Park, Croke Park and Carlow).
However, this vear thousands of miles and
three countries separate the top three indi-
vidual scoring performances and it was
Maurice Fitzgerald (again) who set the tar-
get when he contributed a magnificent 1-10
to the Kerry cause in their opening round
win over Cavan in New York. Two weeks
later in Ruislip Armagh's Diarmuid Marsden
equalled the Kingdom ace's total with a 2-7
haul in the Ulster side's facile victory over
London. However, both these performances
were eclipsed a fortnight later when Colm
Hayden scored 2-8 for Carlow in their narrow
loss to Louth at Dr.Culien Park.

Since then, Padraig Brennan, Raymond Gallagher
and Kevin O'Brien have all come close but have
failed to oust the top three and, barring a truly
immense scoring performance from a Derry or
Offaly forward this afternoon (and no player from
either of the counties made the chart), the top
positions are likely to remain unchanged.
Tipperary's Declan Browne with three scoring per-
formances and Raymond Gallagher with two are
the only players to make more than one appear-
ance in the chart.

In all 19 performances (20 last year) of nine
points or better were recorded in the 199798
campaign and they were:

Colm Hayden (Carlow) 2-8
v Louth - round 3 at Dr.Cullen Park

Maurice Fitzgerald (Kerry) 1-10
v Cavan - round 1 at New York

Diarmuid Marsden (Armagh) 2-7
v London - round 2 at Ruislip

Padraig Brennan (Kildare) 012
v Clare - round 6 at Droichead Nua

Raymond Gallagher (Fermanagh) 3-3
v Louth - round 2 at Drogheda

Kevin O'Brien (Wicklow) 33

v Tipperary - round 7 at Cashel

for his ciub Eire Og, had the best individual
performarce in the current National League
campaign with 2-8 against Louth.

Carlow's Colm Hayden, pictured here in action |

Tony Boyle (Donegal) 1-8
v Offaly - semi-final at Croke Park

Declan Browne (Tipperary) 1-8
v Limerick - round 6 at the Gaelic Grounds

Paul Taylor (Sligo) 1-7
v Monaghan - round 3 at Markievicz Park

Declan Browne (Tipperary) 1-7
v Kildare - round 3 at Templemore

Mark O'Sullivan (Cork) 2-4
v Tipperary - round 1 at Clonmel

Brian McGuckin (Tyrone) 09
v Cavan - round 3 at Breffni Park

Kieran McDonald (Mayo) 1-6
v Kilkenny - round 3 at Nowlan Park

Padraig Davis (Longford) 1-6
v Antrim - round 2 at Casement Park

Martin Daly (Clare) 1-6
v Roscommon - round 1 at Ennis

Ger Keane (Clare) 1-6
v Waterford - round 7 at Ennis

Declan Browne (Tipperary) 1-6
v Waterford - round 5 at Stradbally

Raymond Gallagher (Fermanagh) 2-3
v Kilkenny - round 6 at Clara

Michael Reidy (Limerick) 23

v Waterford - round 8 at Stradbally

292

ast season the race to be the top scorer in
L:he league was an exciting one. Entering the

inal, Sligo's Paul Taylor had a two-point lead
over Colin Corkery and was five ahead of Maurice
Fitzgerald. In the event, the Westerner shared the
honour with Fitzgerald (who bagged 1-2 in the
final) while Corkery managed only a single point
in the decider to finish one in arrears.

This year the story is much different and
Donegal's Tony Boyle is assured of the premier
position. The North-Westerner has nine points to
spare over Declan Browne in second place but is
24 points ahead of Peter Brady, his closest rival
on duty this afternoon.

Just five of last year's top 20 return, with Boyle
the only one to show improvement, jumping from
9th to 1st. Taylor has gone in the opposite direc-
tion dropping from joint-1st to 10th, while Brady
drops from 5th to joint-15th. Ciaran McManus
drops one place from joint-16th to joint-17th
while Declan Smyth remains unchanged from last
year alongside McManus.

The top 24 scorers for this season's league are:

Top Scorers

Church & General National Football League 1997/98

1 Tony Boyle (Donegal) 2-45 (51)
2 Declan Browne (Tipperary) 4-30 (42)
3 Martin Daly (Clare) 2-34 (40)

Padraig Brennan (Kildare) 3-31 (40)
5 Diarmuid Marsden (Armagh) 4-26 (38)
6 Kevin 0'Brien (Wicklow) 3-28 (37)

7 Padraig Joyce (Galway) 0-36

Joe Kavanagh (Cork) 3-26 (35)
9 Padraig Davis (Longford) 3-24 (33)
10  Paul Taylor (Sligo) 226 (32)
11 John Duffy (Donegal) 3-22 (31)
12  Eddie Lohan (Roscommon) 1-27 (30)
Raymond Gallagher (Fermanagh)  5-15 (30)

14 Ronan Carolan (Cavan) 0-28

15  Peter Brady (Offaly) 2-21 (27)
Raymond McGee (Meath) 3.18 (27)
17  Declan Smyth (Monaghan) 2-20 (26)
Ciaran McManus (Offaly) 317 (26)
19  Eamonn Burns (Derry) 0-25
20  Declan Darcy (Dublin) 0-24
Leigh O'Brien (Wexford) 0-24
Colm Hayden (Carlow) 218 (24)
Kieran McDonald (Mayo) 2-18 (24)
24  Brendan Devenney (Donegal) 217 (23)

Top scorer in the League for
1998/99 is Tony Bovie (Dan na
nGall), centre, Derry’'s leading
scorer so far is Eamonn Burns
(far left) while Offaly's leading
scorer is Peter Brady (below).




§ An Captaen

- Kieran McKeever

Kieran was full back in
~ the Dungiven team that

regained the Derry senior

title last August after six
years. He also played a
big part in the club's
march to their first AIB
- Ulster senior title before
Christmas.
McKeever helped to
- usher in what is turning
out to be Derry's most
succesful era ever in
_League play as right full
back in the team that
won the 1992 title.
Over a year later he
was
again at No. 2 when the
county captured the Sam
- Maguire Cup for the only
|| time so far and he won
- further League medals in
1995 and 1996.

A wholehearted and
reliable defender, he has
stamped his personality
on the current good
League run by the Oak
Leaf County. :

24

2
KIERAN McKEEVER
C. Maclomhair (Capt.)
(Dungiven)

5
" PAUL McFLYNN
P. MacFloinn

Dathanna: Dearg is Ban

: 1
EOIN McCLOSKEY
E. Mac Bhloscaidh
{Dungiven)

3
SEAN M. LOCKHART
S. M. Locard
(Banagher)

6
HENRY DOWNEY
A. 0 Dinaigh

4

JOHNNY McBRIDE

§. MacGiolla Bhride
(Loup)

7
FERGAL McCUSKER
F. MacOscair

(Loup} (Lavey) (Glen)
8
ANTHONY TOHILL DERMOT HEANEY
A. 0 Tuathail D. 0 hEanna
(Swatragh) (Castledawson)
10 11 12
GARY MAGILL GARY COLEMAN DERMOT DOUGAN
G. Mac an Ghoill G. 0 Colmain D. 0 Duagiin
(Glen) (Magherafelt) (Newbridge)
13 14 15
JOE BROLLY BENNY MURRAY JOE CASSIDY
S. 0 Brolaigh B. 0 Muiri S. 0 caiside
(Dungiven) (Ballinascreen) (Beliaghy)

Fir lonaid
(16) David Hasson

(19) Sean Donnelly

(22) Ciaran Iggins

D. 0 hosain S. 0 Donnalle S. 0 hUiginn

(Banagher) (Ballinderry) (Magherafelt)
(17) Johnny McGurk (20) Ruairi Boylan (23) Adrian Heaney

S. MagOirc R. 0 Baiollain A. 0 hEanna

(Lavey) (Glenullin) (Castledawson)
(18) Stephen McLarnon (21) Paul Diamond (24) DUINE

S. MacGiolla Earnain P. 0 Diomain EILE

(Castledawson) (Bellaghy)

(16) Ken Furlong

(17) Paul Mulvihill

Roghnairi:
P.J. Whelahan (Manager), Dr.

Cuil
dadh Leath

2adh Leath

IOMLAN

P.J. McAuliffe, Finbar Spain.

Cailini Seachai

5m Shoi Ciceanna

- adh Leath
éﬂdh Leath

-

b_athanna: Uaithne, Ban is Or

1
PADRAIG KELLY
P. 0 Ceallaigh

(Shamrocks)
2 3 4 An Captaen
CATI-!AL DALY JOHI\_I RYAN DAVIP FOLEY Einbar Cullen
C. 0 Dalaigh 8. O Riain D. O Foghlii r ——
(Tullamore) {Shannonbridge) (Bailyfore)
5 6 7
JOHN KENNY FINBAR CULLEN JAMES BRADY
. 5. 0 Cionnaigh F. O Cuillin (Capt.) 5. 0 Bradaigh
(Daingean) (Edenderry) (Gracefield)
8 9
CIARAN McMANUS  JAMES GRENNAN
C. MacManais S. O Griandin
(Tubber) (Ferbane) : it
The Edenderry clubma
10 11 12 is in line today to jOf‘m
a select company o
COLM QUINN JAMES STEWART RONAN MOONEY o WEO ﬁave +
C. 0 Coinn S. Stiobhard R. O Maonaigh their county to a first
(Ballyeumber) (Clara) {Shamrocks) National League title w
He is hoping for bet
13 14 15 fortune than in 1989
VINNY CLAFFEY ROY MALONE PETER BRADY when he was centre hz
U. MacLaithimh R. 6 Maoleoin P. 6 Bradaigh back in the Offaly tean
that lost to an Anthony
(Doon) (Rhode) (Edenderry)

(19) Phil O'Reilly
P. 0 Raghallaigh
(Tullamore)

(20) Alan Comerford
A. MacCumascaigh

C. O Furlong
(Tullamore)

P. 0 Maolmhichil

Tohill inspired Derry in
the All-lreland minor fin
A few weeks earlier
Cullen was full back in
the side that beat Clar
in the All-lreland minor
hurling decider.
Finbarr made his

(22) Barry Mooney
B. 0 Maonaigh
(Shamrocks)

(23) Ken Kelleghan
. 0 Céilleachain

Killeigh/Raheen Walsh Island, Rhode . 4 .
(18) (Barrng/alone . (21) :(evin Guing) (24) I(\rlark I::aly Semor.ChamplonSh!p A

B. 6 Maoileoin C. Guing M. O Dalaigh debut in 1991, won hig

(Rhode) (Edenderry) (Clara) second Offaly senior
Roghnoiri: county medal last
lommy ns (Manager), Paul O'Kelly, Eddie Fleming. October, and was an

cail  Cailini Seachai

influential figure as
pivot and captain in
last year's memorable
march to the Bank of

45m Saor Cicéanné =

Ireland Leinster senior
title.

IOMLAN
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erry and Offaly have never
met in the senior champi-

onship and their league meet-

ings have been few; in fact they
have met on only three occasions
with the record showing two-one in
Offaly's favour, the details of which
are:

1982 - Offaly 0-11; Derry 0-10. I
| foaly._ D. Wynne, M,F izgera

Only in spasms did Offaly look what
they were - reigning All-lreland champi-
ons, as before a small home crowd
they were pushed all the way by a
Derry team that was not overly con-
cerned by the standing of the opposi-

tion. The points were vital to both sides

- to Offaly to keep their title hopes alive
and the visitors to avoid the threat of
relegation.

The rather shambling pace of the first
half appeared to suit Offaly and they
turned over leading by 0-8 to 0-4
thanks to the elegant sniping of Matt
Connor, Tom Fitzpatrick and Gerry
Carroll; but as the hour wore on Derry,
with almost every forward willing to
have a go, pulled back the arrears. In

A decade of glory

hatever the outcome of today's encounter,
Wthe nineties have already proved to be a

decade of glory for Derry in that they have
won their first All-ireland and three National League

titles to date. And those three league triumphs put
Derry in line for a rare distinction - to become only
the third county to win four league titles in one
decade. Previously, Mayo chalked up four (plus two)
in their record-breaking run in the 1930s and Kerry
took five in the 1970s. If Derry require incentive
today they haven't too far to look for it.
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the event, Derry just failed, but a share
of the spoils would have done no more
than justice to the attacking efforts of
Laurence Moore, Cathal Faulkner and
goalkeeping of John Somers.

Offaly scorers: T.Fitzpatrick 0-3,
M.Connor 0-3, J.Guinan 0-1, G.Carroll
0-1, R.Connor 0-1, T.O'Connor 0-1,
S.Lowry O-1.

Derry: E.Donnelly 0-2, M. lynéf? o & M., :

D.0'Kane 0-1, B.O'Neill 0-1, C.McKee
0-1, A.Quigg 0-1, R.Moore 0-1,
F.Johnson 0-1, C.Faulkner 0-1.

S.Lowry, M.Lowry, w*' nor,
T.Fitzpatrick, G.Carroll, B.Lowry,
M.Connor, R.Connor, J.Guinan, S.Darby.
Sub: L.0'Mahony for Darby.

Derry: J.Somers, P.Doherty, J.irwin,
P.McElwee, L.Cudden, F.Johnson,
B.Treanor, D.Barton, L.Moore, M.Lynch,
D.0'Kane, B.O'Neill, C.McKee, A.Quigg,
E.Donnelly.

Subs: T.Doherty for O'Neill, C.Faulkner
for Donnelly.

1986 - Offaly 2-6; Derry 1-8.

There was nothing really at stake in
this final-round clash at Birr. Derry had
already won group honours and Offaly
derived little inspiration from trying to
deny the opposition the satisfaction of
finishing with full points. And the frozen
surface, which often left players floun-
dering, did little for the occasion. Yet it
wasn't an uninteresting contest as
Derry established an early lead of 1-2
to nil after eleven minutes and Offaly
readily accepted the challenge.
Brendan Lowry's three points offset
the advantage of Eamon Rafferty's goal
and from there it was nip-and-tuck all
the way. At the break it was 1-4 to 0-5
and Derry looked like holding on to that
slender lead until goals by John Guinan
and Pat Spollen put Offaly ahead. A
frantic rally saw Enda Gormley shoot

[

two points but time ran out and Offaly
gained an unexpected but probably
deserved win.

Offaly scorers: P.Spollen 1-1, B.Lowry
0-3, J.Guinan 1-0, J.Mooney 0-1,
1.Dowling O-1.

Derry: E.Rafferty 1-3, E.Gormley 0-3,
D.0'Loughlin 0-1, D.Cassidy O-1.

Offaly: D.O'Neill, M.Lowry, L.O'Connor,
S.McEvoy, A.Stewart, R.Connor,
K.Corcoran, T.0'Connor, J.Dowling,
S.Lynam, D.0'Loughlin, J.Guinan,
J.Mooney, P.Spolfen, B.Lowry.

Sub: P.Brady for Corcoran.

Derry: D.McCusker, H.McGurk,
T.Scullion, P.McCann, P.Mackle,
C.Glass, K.Keenan, P.Murphy,
D.Barton, D.Cassidy, J.lrwin,
E.Gormley, E.Rafferty, B.McGilligan,
C.McHee.

1992 - Derry 2-13; Offaly 1-7.

With Derry playing on home territory at
Greenlough and also having gained full
points from their previous outings
(Offaly had yet to win), there was never
any doubt about the outcome of this
contest between top and bottom.
Within two minutes of the throw-in
Derry were as many points to the good
courtesy of a couple of Declan Bateson
frees before Offaly replied through Pat
Daly and Brendan Lowry. However, after

Church & General National Football League 1997/98

12 minutes the visitors conceded a
penalty which Gary Coleman converted
and when Joe Brolly notched Derry's
second major eight minutes later, the
favourites were away.

At the interval Derry led by 2-5 to 0-4
and although Finbar Cullen reduced the
Midlanders' arrears to six points just
after the restart, that was as close as
they got. Indeed, with Anthony Tohill in
splendid form, the Ulster side pulled
further away in the second period and
it took a late penalty from Lowry to put
some respectability on the scoreb®ard.

Derry scorers: A.Tohill 0-6, D.Bateson
0-4, J.Brolly 1-1, G.Coleman 1-0,
B.McGilligan 0-1, S.Downey 0-1.

Offaly; B.Lowry 1-2, 8.Grennan 0-2,
P.Daly 0-1, F.Cullen 0-1, M.Plunkett O-1.

Derry: F.McCusker, K.McKeever,
D.Quinn, T.Scullion, H.Downey,
C.Rafferty, G.Coleman, B.McGilligan,
D.Heaney, A.Tohill, E.Heaney, G.Magill,
D.Bateson, S.Downey, J.Brolly.

Subs: D.Cassidy for Magill, B.Rafferty
for McKeever, R.Treacy for Coleman.

Offaly: L.Molloy, V.Byrne, G.O'Brien,
T.Coffey, M.Devine, F.Cullen, J.Stewart,
D.Reynolds, D.Kavanagh, P.Brady,
S.Grennan, V.Claffey, P.Daly, P.Dunne,
B.Lowry.

Subs: K.Kelleghan for Stewart,
A.Bracken for Kavanagh, M.Plunkett for
Brady.

The members and staff of
Offaly County Council

extend best wishes to

The Offaly Team today

27




89 % Y2Nyg

1IB3004 [euojieN Hile

3

867 166T ongba

The Offaly team which defeated Donegal in the Semi-Final:
Back row (I-r): Ronan Mooney, Mark Daly, James Stewart, John Kenny, Padraig Kelly, Ray Malone, Colm Quinn..
Front row (Ir): James Grennan, David Foley, Barry Malone, James Brady, Finbar Cullen (captain), Ciaran McManus, Vinny Claffey, Cathal Daly.

Padraig Kelly (Shamrocks)

22years-old. 5'11". 12st.7Ibs.
Student.

Cathal Daly (Tullamore)

22-years-old. 5'10". 12st.2Ibs.
Garda.

22-years-old. 6'1". 14st.
Farmer,

29years-old. 5'9", 12st.6lbs.
Computer Programmer.

23years-old. 6'0". 12st.12Ibs.
Builder.

Finbar Cullen (Edenderry) Captain

26-years-old. 5'10". 13st.
Sales Representative.

28-years-old. 5'9". 12st.4lbs.
Production Manager.

Claran McManus (Tubber)

22-years-old. 6'1". 14st.
Student.

James Grennan (Ferbane) Paul Mulvihiil (Killelgh/Raheen)

24-years-old. 6'3". 14st. 23yaers-old. 6'1". 13st.10Ibs.
Electrician Store Manager.

Colm Quinn (Ballycumber) Barry Malone (Rhode}

© 22years-old. 6'0". 12st.12Ibs. 19-vears-old. 6'0". 12st.7Ibs.

Student Student.

James Stewart (Clara) Phil O'Rellly (Tullamore)

28-years-old. 5'11". 13st.4lbs. 29-years-old. 5'10". 12st.10Ibs.
Sales Technican. Shopkeeper.

Ronan Mooney (Shamrocks) Alan Comerford (Walsh [sland)

24-years-old. 6'2". 13st.7Ibs. 23-years-old. 6'0". 13st.10Ibs.
Student. Farm Manager.

Vinny Claffey (Doon) Kevin Guing (Edenderry)

32years-old. 5'11". 13st. 27-years-old. 5'11". 12st.10lbs.
Farmer. Dispatch Manager

Roy Malone (Rhode) Barry Mooney (Shamrocks)

22-years-old. 6'0". 12st.7Ibs. 21-years-old. 5'10". 13st.
Bank Official. Student.

Peter Brady (Fdenderry) Ken Kelleghan (Rhode) ;

32years-old. 5'11". 12ast.12lbs. 28years-old. 6'0". 13st.
Shopkeeper. Credit Controller,

Ken Furlong (Tullamore) Mark Daly (Clara)

26years-old. 5'11". 12st.7Ibs. 23-years-old. 6'0". 13st.2Ibs.
Building Society Official. Garda.
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ACCOUNTANTS, MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS

Naas ¢ Edenderry » Tullamore

“It’s all about performance, ambition, clear
strategies, meticulous preparation, teamwork

and sticking to the game plan”

Talk to us about improving your business performance:

Company Strategy and Business Development
Audit, Company Finance and Financial Management
Market Research, Customer Audits, International Marketing.

Tel: (045) 876211. Fax: (045) 879376. E-mail: oks@indigo.ie

Or Contact:
Paul O’Kelly on (087) 2576042 (pokelly@indigo.ie)
Or Pat Sutton on (086) 2523637.
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| Kerry 2-12; Offaly 0-14.

wenty-five years ago the honours in gaelic

football were confined to an elite few
among which Kerry and Offaly were pre-em-
nent. And in the spring of 1973 it seemed
they had the field very much to themselves -
Offaly being the All-lreland champions for the
previous two years and Kerry the custodians
of league honours since 1971. And if the
dominance of these two was not exactly
total, the challenge to their position was nei-
ther persistent nor impressive, apart from
that posed by Derry. Elsewhere the opposi-
tion was scattered with quite a number of
former strongholds in decline. In Leinster,
Dublin and Meath were struggling, in
Connacht the game had very definitely
slipped from the high standard of the sixties,
while up north Down were also sliding into a
valley period, so that when Offaly and Kerry
emerged as 1973 finalists it was very much
the expected pairing.

The semi-finals had provided few pointers:
Offaly had overcome Sligo in a lack-lustre
encounter while Kerry had recelved a walk-
over from Derry after a controversial drawn
game. The campaign needed a worthwhile
finale - and it got it. In retrospect Offaly
might claim that they could have won this
final - and well they might, but for a hitherto
unsuspected weakness in the Offaly rear-
guard which was cleverly exploited by a wily
Kerry attack.

The two first-half goals which both fell to
Kerry captain, Brendan Lynch were the vital
scores and underlined & significant differ-
ence between the sides as Offaly rarely
locked likely to find the net. Indeed, a
remarkable feature of this game was that,
apart from Tony McTeague, not one Offaly
forward raised a flag. And the Kerry tactic of
conceding frees was - in the light of the
game's outcome - a highly successful one,
though it did provide the Ferbane marksman
with the opportunity of converting no fewer
than eleven of these.

The early exchanges were even enough as
points were traded, but once the goals
arrived Offaly were struggling. Still, at the
break only two points divided the sides (2-4
to 0-8) and, though Offaly were labouring in
the midfield sector, much of the action took
place in the Kerry half thanks mainly to the
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| Offaly's Lone

Final ... 1973

industrious foraging of half-forwards Paddy
Fenning and Kevin Kilmurray. However, the
lack of support for this pair (and McTeague)
was to prove disastrous.

But for all their troubles Offaly were in
contention for a long way. Five times they
were on level terms, and indeed, were a
point ahead as the game entered the last
quarter. That, however, was the high point of
Offaly's endeavours and McTeague's 61st
minute attempt at a goal from a free was a
fruitless and forlorn effort. _

Offaly scorers: T.McTeague 0-12, W.Bryan
0-1, E.Mulligan 0-1.

Offaly: Martin Furlong, Sean Lowry, Mick Ryan,
Mick O'Rourke, Eugene Mulligan, Larry Coughlan,
Mick Wright, Willie Bryan, Sean Evans, Paddy
Fenning, Kevin Kilmurray, Tony McTeague, Murt
Connor, John Smith, Johnny Cooney.

Subs: Niall Kelly for Mulligan, Kieran Claffey
for Connor.

McTague sets the scoring pace

in League Finals

ffaly's return to the National Football League final after

an interval of twenty five years brings into focus the fact
that one of their greatest scoring forwards, Tony McTague,
heads the chart of leading scorers for finals in modern times.

McTague struck it rich in the1973 summit when he rifled over O-
12 but his accuracy was not enough to prevent Offaly from sus-
taining a four points defeat from Kerry.

That final proved a rich one for impressive individual scoring
returns as the Kingdom's right half forward Brendan Lynch helped
himself to a splendid 2-3.

Incidentally, McTague captained Offaly from left half forward.

Lynch joined Mick O'Connell on top of the Kerry chart with his
scoreline. O'Connell hit 0-9 for Kerry in their win over New York in
New York in 1969 in the second leg of a two leg game. That partic-
ular match, however, went to extra time.

Another nine points tally stands to the credit of Billy Fitzpatrick
at 0-9 for Mayo against Dublin in 1978.

Michael Sheehy scored 1-5 for Kerry in thelr Centenary Year
(1984) win over Galway at Limerick.

Antheny Tohill appears twice in this exclusive "Hot Shots" list
with the same tally-1-5. He first reached that marker against
Tyrone in Derry's final win of 1992 and equalled it in the 1996 tri-
umph over Donegal.
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Derry in their Leag
this month, has alr

'_amcaunt of work in midfield, but also found
out in defence and & '

imprint on the 19¢
ate, late goal that

Since then Tohifl, who spent some tim
playing Rules football, has won a Alldreland senio
medal {1993) and further League '
and 1996. .
The tireless Derry—n‘"s‘réﬁaicﬁer, who has a good ‘sco
record, has already this year enjoyed national su
- He was on dutyg_ %Ster’ team that regained%%%&
interprovincial tjtle in Feb uary with an extra time final
~ win over Lein

Derry's Last Final...1$

. Derry 1-16; Donegal 1-9. E

erry took their fourth National League
Dtitle two years ago when they defeat-

ed Donegal by seven peints at Croke
Park. The first major incident of the game
happened at the 12th minute when, follow-
ing a clever bat-down by Seamus Downey,
Anthony Tohill was on hand to finish to the
net, albeit at the second attempt after Gary
Walsh saved his initial effort. Two minutes
before the interval Noel Hegarty got the
game's other goal. It was a bizarre effort
as Derry full-back Gary Coleman played a
perfectly weighted back pass to 'keeper
Jonathan Kelly, but just as the ball reached
him, Kelly slipped and as the ball went past
him Hegarty rushed in to poke the ball into
the empty net. This left matters delicately
poised at the interval with champions'
Derry holding a distinctly unflattering two-
point lead - 1-7 to 1-5.

On the restart Derry continued to have
the better of matters but were unable to
translate territorial superiority onto the
scoreboard. They missed two great goal
chances in the third quarter as, firstly
Eamonn Burns, was far too slow in prepar-
ing his shot which was easily smothered by
Walsh, and secondly when Joe Brolly failed
to find Enda Gormley in @ promising posi-
tion. With eight minutes left the gap
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between the sides was still two points - 1-
11 to 1-9 - but Derry upped the pace and
Donegal could not respond. Five unan-
swered points - two from Seamus Downey
and three from Tohill - saw the Oak Leaf
county race clear and win their second title
in-a-row by a well-deserved margin of seven
points.

Derry scorers: A.Tohill 1-5, E.Gormley O-
6, J.Brolly 0-2, S.Downey 0-2, D.Barton 0-1.

Derry: Jonathan Kelly, Kieran McKeever,
Gary Coleman, Tony Scullion, Kar! Diamond,
Henry Downey, Fergal McCusker, Anthony
Tohill, Brian McGilligan, Eamonn Bumns,
Declan Bateson, Sean M.Lockhart, Joe
Brolly, Seamus Downey, Enda Gormiey.

Subs: Dermot Dougan for Burns, Gary
Magill for Seamus Downey.
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1994-95 League
Champions

Back row (I-r):
Joe Brolly, Dermot
Heaney, Anthony
Tohill, Damien
McCusker, Seamus
Downey, Tony
Scullion, Damien
Barton, Brian
McGitligan.

Front row (I-r):
Enda Gormley,
Fergal McCusker,
Johnny McGurk,
Henry Downey
{captain), Kieran
McKeever, Eamon
Burns, Gary
Coleman.

1995-96 League
Champions

Back row (I-r):
Seamus Downey,
Anthony Tohill,
Jonathan Kelly,
Tony Scullion,
Eamon Burns,
Damien Barton, Joe
Brolly, Brian
McGilligan.
Front row (Ir):
Enda Gormley,
Seén Martin
Lockhart, Gary
Coleman, Henry
Downey (captain),
Kieran McKeever,
Fergal McCusker,
Karl Diamond.
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Doire

Found 1 at Tullamore. Offaly 1-12; Monaghan 1-8.
Scorers - Peter Brady 1-2, Vinny Claffey 0-3, James Grennan
0-2, Ciaran McManus 0-2, Sean Grennan 0-1,

Roy Malone 0-1, Vincent Mooney 0-1.

Round 2 at Parnell Park: Offaly 1-11; Dublin 1-8.
Scorers - Peter Brady 1-1, James Grennan 0-2, Ronan
Mooney 0-2, Colm Quinn 0-2, Vinny Claffey 0-1, Finbar

en 0-1, John Kenny 0-1, Shane Maniey 0-1.

d 3 at Tullamore: Offaly 0-9; Kerry 1-4.
s - Claran McManus 0-3, Shane Manley 0-2, Peter
0-1, Vinny Claffey 0-1, Roy Malone 0-1, John Kenny O-1.

1d 4 at Dungannon: Offaly 1-107 Tyrone i-8.
s - Shane Manley 04, Ciaran McManus 1-0, Peter Bracly (-2,
Claffey 0-2, Sean Grennan 0-1, Finbar Cullen 0-1.

1d 5 at Markievicz Park: Offaly 1-9; Sligo 0-12.
ers - Vinny Claffey 0-5, John Kenny 1-0, Peter Brady O-
han Mooney 0-1, James Brady 0-1.

d 6 at Tullamore: Offaly 1-11; Cavan 0-14.
ers - Ciaran McManus 1-2, Peter Bracly 0-3, Vinny
'y 0-2, Colm Quinn 0-2, Roy Malone 0-1, Cathal Daly 0-1.

7 al Gorey: Offaly 1-16; Wexford 0-10.

s - Peter Brady 0-7, Ciaran McManus 0-4, Barry
y 1-1, Vinny Claffey 0-1, James Grennan 0-1,
lone 0-1, Colm Quinn O-1.

inal at Hyde Fark.: Offaly 1-11; Galway 0-10.
Colm Quinn 1-2, Peter Brady (-3, James Stewart 0-2,
Manus 0-2, Roy Malone 0-1, Ronan Mooney O-1.

| at Croke Park: Offaly 3-10; Donegal 1-14.
laran MceManus 1-4, Vinny Claffey 0-3, Roy
ames Stewart 1-0, Colm Quinn 0-1, Mark Daly
)'Reilly 0-1.

Scored 10-99 (129 points)
1.28

Scorers - Peter Brady 2-21, Ciaran McManus 3-17, Vinny
Claffey 0-18, Colm Quinn 1-8, Roy Malone 1-5, Shane
Manley 0-7, James Grennan (-5, John Kenny 1-2, James
Stewart 1-2, Ronan Mooney 0-4, Barry Mooney 1-1, Finbar
Cullen 0-2, Sean Grennan 0-2, Vincent Mooney 0-1, James
Brady O-1, Cathal Daly 0-1, Mark Daly 0-1, Phil O'Reilly 0-1.
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Round 1 at Ballinascreen: Eerry 0-10; Westmeath 0-10.

Scorers - Eamonn Burns 0-6, Benny Murray 0-2, Johnny
MeBride O-1, Adrian Heaney 0-1.

Round 2 at Ballybofey: Donegal 2-14; Eerry 1-9.

Scorers - Gary Magill 0-3, Ronan Rocks 1-0, Benny Murray 0-1,
Johnny McBride 0-1, Anthony Tohill O-1, Joe Cassidy O-1,
Michael Gribben 0-1, Dermot Dougan 0-1.

Round 3 at Celtic Park: Eerry 2-15; London 1-6.

Scorers - Benny Murray 1-2, Eamonn Burns 0-4, Ciaran
Higgins 1-1, Gary Magill 0-3, Ronan Rocks 0-2, Johnny
McBride 0-1, Paul Diamond 0-1, G Diamond 0-1.

Round 4 at Casement Park: ﬁerry 0-14; Antrim 1-8.

Scorers - Eamonn Burns 0-5, Gary Magill 0-3, Anthony Tohili
0-2, Ciaran Higgins 0-2, Ronan Rocks O-1, Gary Coleman O-1.

Round 5 at Pearse Park: Berry 0-13; Longford 0-10.

Scorers - Eamonn Burns 0-4, Anthony Tohill 0-2, Joe
Cassidy 0-2, Benny Murray O-1, Gary Magill 0-1, Seamus
Downey 0-1, Johnny McGurk 0-1, Dermot Heaney 0-1.

Round 6 at Celtic Park. Derry 1-7; Meath 0-7.

Scorers - Joe Brolly 1-4, Eamonn Burns 0-1, Dermot
Dougan 0-1, Rory Boylan 0-1.

Round 7 at Celtic Park: Berry 1-15; Armagh
Scorers - Joe Brolly 0-5, Gary Magill 1-2, E:
2, Gary Coleman 0-2, Johnny McBride 0-
0-1, Dermot Heaney 0-1, Stephen MelLarna

Quarter-Final al Markievicz Park: Ber.m '

Scorers - Joe Brolly 0-3, Gary Coleman 1*0
2, Dermot Dotgan 0-2, Dermot Heaney O-1, P

Semi-Final al Croke Park. Derry 1-12; Monaghan 0-8

Scorers - Anthony Tohill 0-4, Joe Cassidy 1-0, Seamus
Downey 0-2, Gary Magill 0-2, Dermot Heaney 0-1, Dermot
Dougan 0-1, Joe Brolly 0-1, Eamonn Burns 0-1. ‘

Total Scored 7-104 (125 points)
Total Conceded 6-82 (100)
Average 1.25

Scorers - Eamonn Burns 0-25, Gary Magill 1-14, Joe Brolly
1-13, Anthony Tohill 0-8, Benny Murray 1-6, Dermot Dougan
0-6, Ronan Rocks 1-3, Ciaran Higgins 1-3, Gary Coleman 1-
3. Joe Cassidy 1-3, Johnny McBride 0-4, Dermot Heaney 0-4,
Seamus Downey 0-3, Stephen Mclarnan 0-1, Johnny McGurk
0-1, Paul Diamond 0-1, G Diamond 0-1, Michael Gribben 0-1,
Adrian Heaney O-1, Rory Boylan 0-1, Paul McFlynn O-1.
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Ag Feacaint Siar

16: Kerry:

10: Mayo:
Dublin:

Meath:

National Football League
Title Winners

Twenty Years Ago (1977-78)

he league was divided into six

groups with the strongest section
undoubtedly made up of Kildare, Dublin,
Galway, Offaly, Cork and Kerry, though
there was a sprinkling of fairly strong
counties spread through the other
groups. Early results were predictable
with Kerry beating Offaly by 3-10 to 2-7,
Kildare overcoming Galway (0-11 to 0-8),
Tyrone beating Derry by 2-5 to 1-7 and
Armagh trouncing Monaghan by 4-13 to
0-5.

Derry suffered their second defeat when

- losing by 0-9 o 0-10 to Cavan as did Offaly

when Kildare beat them by 4-3 to 0-9 at
Tullamore, Dublin signaued their intentions
when they beat Kerry at Croke Park (2-11 to
3-7) and Derry collected their first points
when they beat Antrim (2-8 to 1-4) at

1928, 1929, 1931, 1932, 1959,
1961, 1963, 1969, 1971, 1972,
1973, 1974, 1977, 1982, 1984,
1997.

1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938,

1939, 1941, 1949, 1954, 1970.
1953, 1955, 1958, 1976, 1978,
1987, 1991, 1993.

Swatragh - the Glensmen had already beat
en Roscommon (1-10 to 0-9) and drawn with
Mayo {1-8 to 0-11).

Monaghan, who had lost to Westmeath in

the second round, suffered their third defeat

when going down to Louth by 1-6 to 2-7 and
Derry dropped another brace of points as
they lost to Roscommo by 09 1o 2-9,
Dublin continued on course with & 29 to 1.8
win over Kildare at Droichead Nua, but '
Kerry's interest began to wane when Cork
beat them by 2-4 to 0-8 at Tralee.

Down, having lost their opening game to
Armagh, began to put things together with
wins over Westmeath (2-7 to 1-6} and
Longford (0-9 to 1-5). As unbeaten records
rapidly disappeared in all groups, Dublin

kept theirs by taking full points from Cork (O- :

8 to 0-5) and Offaly (4-7 to 0-3) while Mayo,
another unbeaten side - having drawn with
Antrim and beaten Roscommon and Cavan -
kept their challenge alive with good wins
over Tyrone and Derry as the knock-out
stages loomed.

Laois, meanwhile had been making good
progress In the 'lower regions' and victories
over Clare, Tipperary, Wexford, Limerick and
Wicklow hoisted Laois into the last four
where they joined Dublin, Mayo and Down,
who clinched their place with a quarter-final
win (1-15 to 1-11) over Kildare.

The semi-finals produced no surprises as
Dublin disposed of Laois by 0-12 to 0-7
while Mayo also took the 'points' route in
beating Down by 0-10 to 0-6. The final was
always going Dublin's way although Mayo

- fought gallantly as they strove to keep in

touch. They did make a reasonable contest
of it and in the end were only five points

1-4 win over Wicklow at Aughrim, but Offaly,
after a bright start, faded hefore the power
of AllHreland champions, Louth, at Ardee
and went down by G-8 to 2-16. Donegal col-
lected their second brace of points by heat-
ing Monaghan (2-6 to 1-8) and Offaly got
their first win when overcoming Laois by 0-
14 to 2-3 at Portlaoise. -

Mayo-beat Sligo (1-6 to 1-5} and Cavan
(59 to 0-4) but Offaly were clearly in trouble
as thay went down {211 to 4-7) to Dublin
while Louth, following victories over
Roscommon and Wicklow, experienced their
first sethack when failing to Galway (09 to
1-9) at Tuam. Reigning Ulster champions
Tyrone presented a formidable challenge as
they accounted for Monaghan (2-6 to 1-8)
and Fermanagh (2-11 to 0-9) before Donegal
lost a vital encounter to the O'Neill county
(1-7 to 1-10). s,

In the "deep South" Kerry and Cork never
really impressed (both lost to Kildare} and
indeed, the Lily Whites' only real rivals were
Carlow though Wexford also posed a threat.

Despite the fact that there was still a
couple of rounds to play when the mid-win-
ter break intervened - the 'casualty list' was
heavy as counties like Cavan, Offaly,
Monaghan, Donegal, Derry, Kerry and Cork
were effectively oul of contention. Mayo
made it to the knock-out stages in which
they eliminated Meath in a play-off and
Tyrone also beat Down In a play-off. The
Dublin-Galway play-off attracted a huge
crowd to Croke Park where Dublin won by 3-
5 to 1-7. Dublin then heat Mayo (0-10 to O-
7) In the semifinal while Kildare ousted
Tyrone (3-8 to 1-6) in the other penultimate
tie, In the final Dublin won their third title of
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Galway overcoming Offaly (3-5 to 1-7) and

Mayo accounting for Longford (1-9 to 1-7).
Kildare took the points from Dublin (3-5 to
2-4) and, thaugh Galway were winners by one
point over Longford (1-6 to 1.5}, there were
two farcically one-sided contests in the sec-
ond round in which Mayo beat Clare (813 to
1-3) and Kerry trounced Offaly (8-6 to 1-2).

Louth began to make an impression as
they recorded their third successive win (5-4
to 1-1) over Monaghan and Ulster champi-
ons Cavan (late starters) overcame Kildare
by 0-6 to 0-3. Offaly garnered their first
brace of points at Longford's expense (1-7
to 0:5) while Galway, Wexford and Louth all
reached the ha!f~way'stage with full points.

‘When activity resumed in February Dublin
recorded their second draw of the campaign
(1-6 all with Cavan) while deadlock also
marked Monaghan's fourth euting - 3-4 to
Cavan's 2-7, but the big surprise was
Laois's defeat of Kerry by 0-9 to 05 at
Portlaoise. .

The sprint for the finishing line was now
on in earnest. Kerry did Galway (and them-
selves) a good turn by comprehensively
beating Mayo (3-7 to 0-4) at Tralee. Kerry
recorded another notable triumph when
beating Galway by 2-4 to 1-5 at Galway, and
Mayo kept their chances alive with a 2-11 to
3-1 win over Offaly in the last round at
Ballina.

In the play-off for Group B honours,
Wexford and Louth finished level - 1-4 all at
Croke Park in what was a thrilling game; the
replay, however, never touched similar
heights as the Slaneysiders coasted to the
final on a 1-10 to 1-3 scoreline. In the
Group A play-offs, Kerry did well to hold off

1933, 1946, 1951, 1975, 1988,
! 1990, 1994.

: Corl: 1952, 1956, 1980, 1989.
1947, 1992, 1995, 1996.
1960, 1962, 1968, 1983.
1940, 1957, 1965, 1981.

a spirited Galway effort at Tralee, but in the
end it was a comfortable 1-12 to 3-1 in
favour of the ‘Kingdom'. However, Mayo
showed the 'champion touch' against Kerry
a fortnight later before an appreciative
home crowd at Castlebar where the score
was 2-8 to 0-7.

Mayo again enjoyed the home advantage
of McHale Park for the final. Not that they
really needed it. The long journey may have
told against Wexford, but even allowing for

adrift (2-8 to 2-13).

Forty Years Ago (1957-58)

the decade by 3-13 to Kildare's 3-8.

Derry:
Down:
Galway:
New Yorl:
Laois:
Cavan:
Longford: 1966.
Monaghan: 1985.
Roscommon: 1979.

Sixty Years Ago (1937-38)
ith only minimal changes the for-
1950, 1964, 1967. mat for the campaign was the
1927, 1986. same as in the previous three of four
1948. years. Ulster - minus Cavan - constituted
a separate section divided into two
groups and these opened the campaign
in mid-September with Derry beating

ith the wealker counties, among

which were numbered Derry, Down,
Donegal, Cork, Tyrone and Roscommon,
confined to subsidiary competitions, the
National League was confined to the 14
‘strongest counties with Mayo seeking a

Neote: The National Football League was suspended from
1942 to 1945 inclusive due to World War I.
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Antrim by 3-6 to 2-5, Down beating

Armagh (2-7 to 2-5) and Donegal

accounting for Fermanagh by 3-5 to 1-4.
The holders, Galway, opened with a 2-7 to

record-breaking fifth successive title. The
early returns were all along expected
lines with Louth beating Kildare (2-4 to 1-
2), Laois beating Clare (3-5 to 1-3),

that handicap there was no doubting the
clear superiority of the hosts. Mayo made
history by winning their fifth title in a row on
the score of 3-9 to 1-3.
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James Grennan (Uibh Fhail))
outiumps Adrian Swee
(Ddn na nGatl).

Church & General National Football League 1997,/98

Leaders, Followers,
Scorers and Referees

1927/28

Almost inevitably it was a Kerry-Kildare
final with the 'Kingdom' reversing the
All-lreland final verdict. Led by the peer-
less John Joe Sheehy, Kerry won by 2-4
to 1-6 before a crowd of 10,000 as
James Bailey with 2-0, took the scoring
honours. Tom Shevlin of Roscommon
had charge of the whistle.

| 1937/38

Heading for a fifth successive league
title, Mayo hardly needed the advantage
of playing at Castlebar, where, under
the captaincy of Paddy Moclair they
were easy winners by 3-9 to 1-3 over
Wexford. Josie Munnelly with 2-3 was
the day's top scorer. The attendance
was 5,000 at the game refereed by
J.V.Kelly of Longford.

1947/48

Both Cork and Cavan were seeking their
first title when John Joe O'Reilly led his
men to a 2-11 to 3-8 draw at Croke
Park in which Peter Donoghue with 0-6
topped the scorers' list, before an
attendance of 25,370. Martin O'Neill
(Wexford) was the man in the middle. In
the replay, which was under the control
of John Dowling (Kildare), Donoghue
with 0-5 had the day's best return as
26,576 watched Cavan take the title on
a 5-9 to 2-8 scoreline.

1957/58

A record crowd of 49,268 saw Kevin
Heffernan lead Dublin to a 3-13 to 3-8
win on a day when the scoring honours
were divided between the winners' Ollie
Freaney (0-8) and Kildare's Kieran
O'Malley (1-5). Cavan's Simon Deignan
was the man in the middle,

1967,/68

Joe Lennon was at the helm when Down
won their third title of the decade
before a crowd of 47,661 at Croke
Park. Sean O'Neill, in accounting for 1-
4, had the best individual score of the
day with Mayo's Mick Loftus in charge
of the whistle.

1977/78 |

A crowd of 39,625 saw the first Dublin-
Mayo final since 1941 at Croke Park
where Tony Hanahoe captained Dublin
to @ 2-18 to 2-13 win in a game refer-
eed by Jim Deenigan of Cork. And
although he was a member of the los-
ing side, Billie Fitzpatrick took the scor-
ing honours with a splendid 1-6.

'1987/88

The biggest crowd for ten years
(41,516) saw Dublin (1-8) and Meath
(0-11) finish level as Brian Stafford shot
0-7 for Meath. A disappoeinting replay
resulted in Meath winning by 2-13 to O-
11 under the captaincy of Mick Lyons.
On this occasion Barney Rock took the
scoring honours with O-7 before a crowd
of 33,260. Pat Lane of Limerick han-
dled both games.




ffaly today are not alone seek-

ing to win their first National

League title but are attempting
to bring off the league-vocational dou-
ble, a feat that only two counties
have achieved to date. Kerry, of
course, won both titles last year by
beating Cork (league) and Tyrone
(schools). But that was the first dou-
ble recorded since 1977 when Kerry
beat Dublin and Kildare in the finals.

Galway was the first county to claim

both titles when they overcame New
York and Kerry in 1965, and the only
other double triumph was Kerry's in
1973 in which year they beat Offaly in
the league final. The schoolboys victory

40

over Mayo completed the double.

A number of attempts have heen
made by other counties with mainly
mixed results: Dublin in 1962 won
vocational honours at the expense of
Sligo but lost the league final to Down.
Mayo's attempt in 1971 had a similar
outcome, and the same county had a
double disappointment in 1978 when
Dublin won the league encounter and
Kerry the school's final.

Then between 1982 and 1996 there
were four double attempts but Kerry
('82 and '87), and Donegal (in '95 and'
'96) had to settle for a division of the
spoils. Offaly obviously, have it all to do
today to bring Leinster its first double.

ffaly and Derry have met
only twice in the champi-
onship - the 1968 under-21
final and the 1989 minor decider.
But for most of the four very talent-
ed panels the future was to hold
contrasting fortunes. For instance,
of the '89 Offaly minor squad, only
Finbar Cullen is currently a senior
inter-county player. Derry profited
more from that year’'s under-18
panel with Gary Coleman, Anthony
Tohill, Eamonn Burns and Dermot
Heaney all progressing to spectacu-
lar achievement at senior level.

And although they lost the 1968
game between the counties, Offaly
players fared better subsequently than
their victorious counterparts, with John
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13;

Smith, Eugene Mulligan, Willie Bryan,
Nicholas Clavin, Sean Evans, Noel
Kinnarney and Paddy Fenning all going
on to win All-lreland senior medals in
1971-72.

In retrospect, it seemed almost
incredible that great players like John
Somers, Tom Quinn, Malachy McAfee,
Ger O'Loughlin, Tom McGuinness,
Seamus Lagan, Eamonn Coleman,
Micky Niblock and Anthony McGurk, all
from the successful under-21 team
(although they did become outstanding
players at senior level, not alone never
won All-lreland senior medals but never
got to play in a senior finall

Making the grade can be a strange
process at times.
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Making

Pictured are
the Derry

and Offaly
Minor teams
who contested
the 1989
All-lreland Final,
with Derry
victorious by
3-9to 1-6.



GAA MUSEUM

CROKE PARK
Opening Summer 1998

& part of the redevelopment of Croke Park, a modern
interactive visitor centre is being constructed on the
round floor of the New Stand

This magnificent new visitor attraction is designed by
Orna Hanley & Associates and Robin Wade & Partners.
It will have educational and exhibition areas, restaurant

and shop facilities.

It will chart the origins of the Association and its role in
the evolution of the country since 1884. The displays
will include artefacts and trophies and "tools of the

trade”.

The use of modern audio visual and touchscreen
technology will bring you the heroes, the great games,
the great goals and the great saves, of yesterday and
today. The exciting, specially developed, interactives will
allow visitors to try out the particular skilis required to

play our national games.

The visit will culminate in one of the museums theatres
where visitors can explore the excitement of All-lreland
day in Croke Park, in the unigue audio visual
presentation of "A Sunday in September".

Admission prices are:

Adults £3.00.

Children £1.25,

Students (with identification) £2.00.
Famlily (based on family of four) £6.00.

0AP's and Children under five are free of charce

Opening Hours:
May-September: Every Day
October-April:

Closed Mondays
Pre-Booked Groups

General Public

Only pre-booked groups on match days.

For further information ring
Pairc an Chrécaigh on (01) 836 3222,

10.00a.m. - 5.00p.m.

10.00a.m. - 2,00p.m.
2.00p.m. - 5.00p.m.

his season's league cam-
Tpaign saw 39 penalties

awarded which was five
more than last year and more
than twice the number (19)
awarded three seasons ago. Also,
not only has the number of penal-
ties awarded increased, but the
conversion rate has also
improved with on average each
penalty yielding 1.87 points com-
pared to last year's rate of 1.62.
However, the rate of 2.31
achieved two seasons ago was
never under threat. In all 24 goals
and one point resulted from the
39 penalties.

Round one was easily the most
lucrative as far as penalty awards
were concerned with eleven, while
round six (for the second year run-
ning) saw the fewest penalties con-
ceded (two).

Two Ulster men (Ronan Carolan of
Cavan and Monaghan's Declan
Smyth) have been the penalty-kings
for the last two seasons and incredi-
bly it is another Northerner who
takes the accolade this year. Kieran
O'Neill of Antrim was put one-on-cne
on three occasions this season and
he successfully converted each kick.
Kerry Waurfce Fitzgerald and

~Longfo alkeeper Gavin Tonra :
we ensman's closest chal-, &
lel s each con‘ferted both %

p ,naharﬁ they took while Joe

HKavanagh of Cork scored twice but o

wided one of his three penalties.

’Fyrone s Peter Canavan had a 50%
Success rate frOm his_ two. kicks but
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PENALTY PARADE

The fuil Irst af penaltles awarded and their outcome reads

ROUND 1 | =
Maurice F;tzgerald (Kerry) GOAL
Martin Lynch (Kildare)
Willle Quinlan (Carlow)

Andy Carr (London)

Gavin Tonra (Longford). GOAL
Kieran O'Nelll (Antrim) * GOAL
Thomas Cleary (Westmeath):
. Maurice Sheridan (Mayo)

 ROUND 5 ; : .
- Joe Kavanagh (Cork) GQAL:
* Gavin Murdock (Down) WIDE

Niall Curran (Waterford) WIDE

Peter Canavan (Tyrone) GOAL

Lesgh 0'Brien (Wexford) WIDE

" ROUND 6 ' ' =

Eamonn Burns (Derry) WIDE

Raymond Gallagher (Fermanagh) SAVED by Enda Mulroa@ay (Kilkenny)
~ ROUND 7 : gﬂ‘

Peter Canavan (Tyrone)
Declan Smyth (Monaghan) GOAL
Derek Duggan (Roscommon) GOAL
Michael Reidy (Limerick) ~  GOAL
Quarter-Final

oe Kavanagh (Cork) GOAL

SAVED by Gavin
(The rebound was netted by Sean McGrellis) . -

SAVED by Brendan ¥F§rney (ﬁirmagh}
POINT v Carlow :

SAVED by Jo_hn 0'Connor (Monaghan)

v Donegal
s

v Cavan at New York

SAVED by Tom Brennan (Waterford)
SAVED by Tony McMahon (Laois)

Enda Barden (Longford) GOAL v Donegal
(Paul Callaghan saved the initial kick but Barden scored on the rebound)
Cathal O'Rourke (Armagh) GOAL v Antrim
Kieran O'Neill (Antrim) GOAL v Armagh
Ciaran McManus (Offaly) SAVED by John O'Conner (Monaghan)
Conan Daye (Wicklow) GOAL v Down

Joe Kavanagh (Cork) WIDE v Tipperary
Declan Browne (Tipperary) GOAL v Cork

Mark O"Sullivan (Cork) _ GOAL v Tipperary
‘ROUND 2 : SR
Raymond Gallagher (Fermanagh) GOAL v Louth
Kieran O'Neill (Antrim) GOAL v Longford
Maurice Fitzgerald (Kerry) _GOAL v Wexford
Declan Smyth (Monaghan)  GOAL v Cavan
Paul Bealin (Dublin) GOAL v Offaly
ROUND 3 S
Colm Hayden (Carlow) . GOAL

lan Fitzgerald (Laois) GOAL

Padralg Joyce (Galway) WIDE

Eamonn Burns (Derry).. . WIDE

Gavin Tonra (Longford) GOAL

Paul Taylor (Sligo) ™ GOAL

'ROUND 4 . o

v London
v-Derry.

v Limerlck

v Kildare |
v Tipperary

v Kerry

v Cavan

v Meath

v Tyrone !g
v Down
v Waterford
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Final Goals

he greatest number of goals scored by any coun-
Tty in a National League final is five - a score

recorded on four occasions in the 70 years of
the competition. And Mayo were supreme in this par-
ticular field as they hit five in beating Fermanagh (5-
8 to 0-2) at Castlebar in 1935, a performance they
repeated in 1937 when they beat Meath by 5-4 to 1-8
at Croke Park. They hit their third (and final) 'quintet’
- also in beating the Royal county - in the 1939
decider at Ballina (5-9 to 0-6).
Cavan is the only other county to perform this feat which
was in beating Cork by 5-9 to 2-8 in the 1948 replay at
Croke Park.
New York might claim that they scored 7-8 in taking the
1967 title at the expense of Galway, but that was over two
legs at Gaelic Park. The nearest any county has since
come to the record was when Dublin notched four (4-6 to
0-9) against Cavan in 1953, and in 1970 Mayo, them-
selves, had four in beating Down by 4-7 to 0-10.

Programmes
available by Post

A selection of programmes is available
by post from the publishers.

Write for full list to:

j DBA Publications Limited,
DBA 56 Carysfort Avenue,

B = Blackrock Co Dublin
Telephone: (01) 288 7247.
Facsimile: (01) 288 3583.
Email: dba@indigo.ie

North and East

i e clash oi" Derry and Offély
and Tyrone and Offaly in

today's finals marks the first-
ever meeting of two Ulster and
two Leinster teams in these
finals. Indeed, such confronta-
tions are rare and has happened

- only twice previously - in 1977

when it was a Munster-Leinster

double affair, and back in 1965

when it was a Connacht-Munster
double, although the league final
between Kerry and Galway was
the "Home" final. Galway were

the victors in both instances on

that occasion.

In One Sphere

oday Offaly are bidding to ban-
ish a bogey that has haunted

them for a long time - the inabili-
ty of successive combinations to put
a National League triumph beside
their championship honours of the
seventies and eighties. In this
respect, however, they are in good
company as Louth, Kildare and
Donegal, who ail won the Sam
Maguire Cup, have failed to add the
Irish National Insurance Company
trophy to their collection of silver-
ware. Tipperary and Wexford, who
also took All-lreland honours, did so
before the Sam Maguire was first
presented.

The Sole Link

n the Offaly squad today there is
I one link with the county's last

league final appearance in 1973,
and that link is provided by substi-
tute goalkeeper Ken Furlong whose
father, the legendary Martin Furlong,
manned the number one spot in that
final meeting with Kerry.
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Derry's Gary Magill shooi& fo!
goal during the Semf_F“ nak




e — —— ———

Church & General National Foothall League 1997/98

- [Find] he Mﬁ@@ﬁ@t @U@y@ﬂﬂ . F r h
®
When you answer questions 1-7 1. Kevin O’'Brien recorded some L
correctly, the shaded column will impressive scoring returns with this ® = E-5
reveal the surname of a player who county in the current League. ® 1. Who captained
has been prominent in this season’s 2. Offaly’s left full back in the League ®  Monaghan in last
Church and General National League. semi-final win over Donegal. ® month’s League ,
I : 3. Surname name of Down’s No. 9in @  quarterfinal? a s
the League quarterfinal loss ta @ 2. Who scored two _
2. Monaghan. - @ goals for Offaly in
-: 4. Alan was Cork’s right full forward @  last year's
el in their League quarterfinal loss ~ ®  Bank of Ireland I ow o n c o st
: to Donegal last month. @ Leinster senior
4 5. Christian name of Poland, Down's @  football final?
: right half back in their League ® 3. Henry Downey i
5. quarter-final foss to Monaghan. ® captained Derry to yet h i g h on com fO I“‘l‘. oo
; 6. Sean was left half back for Down in @ the 1993
-8. 7. g-f;i,r jﬁgfei?nmff(‘)t BESEH T THiE : gf;:.o?-ﬁjé_i?gue ; Bus Eirionnl‘s E:press:wcy iervicef e TH:.TeI Br?uklcv;cys £3%pps . (502 1 ) 5 Oil 8 8‘; kCo Ibert
7 country that competed in the e false? Z er.s gr'ec value fares to a host o is inclu esr overmg t tation, imeric [O‘b 1)
: : current National League. @ 4- When did Offaly estinations around the country. hotel accommodation, full Irish  313333; Ceannt Siatien,
last win the Sam Travel midweek and you can avail of  breakfast and return coach fare to Galway (091) 562000;
g TEs . b L AR S AR L AR S : Maguire Cup? our bargain return fares. your choice of destination. Plunkett Station, Waterford
L “r’“r @ 5. Derry scored one For travel information {(051] 879000; Casement
Listed here are six footbaﬂers who Tony Boyle Raheny @ gOEI'A in their quar- BUS EIREANN/EUROLINES confact: Central Bus Station  Station, Tralee, (066) ’23566
have been in action in this Pauric McShane  Kilmacud Crokes @  terfinal win over We operale daily Express Coach  (Busaros), Store St, Dublin 1 or your local Bus Eireann
season’s League and six clubs. Nicholas Murphy  Sarsfields e Mayo in April. Services from most major towns in (01) 8366111, Parnell  office, Tourist Office or Travel
What you have to do is to pair the Conor Deegan Dungloe e [Vame their goal lreland lo various destinations in  Flace Bus  Station, Cork  Agent.
player with his club. Niall Buckley Clontibret SO/ er: Britain from £29.00 return with i
©0000000000 00 0 8CiinWhelan  Carrigaline o b c":’fj};’z‘;’;‘ic”ame G aRaE b MR B,

There's no better value way fo iravel

oee Grounds In
DSrrC 1 to Britain and Europe. WATERFORD A47.00 | ENNIS £11.00
Ta deich gcontae faoi cheilt sa libra ¥ : Y
thios - déan do dhicheall iad a 7. W,here is ; A WEXFORD £8.00 | LETTERKENNY | £11.00
aimsiil. Is feidir leo bheith ingearach prGaier Fatd Tk r s T ) BALLINA. £9.00 | LIMERICK £11.00
WO cothr oy Hear Boalach: . ree ex-ce ent travel inclusive = =
P v “BIOWIENNL £ “HEd 21(2) "9 Higliclay Sptfons GALWAY £9.00 | BELFAST £11.50
o 1101 H ‘uewajon Aien 'g ‘'Z86T o Budget Hostel Breakaways from
1ajn ‘anij =g ‘auoep Aoy Z just £23pps SLIGO £9.00 | CORK A413.00
L ; ‘: Aydinpy Umps Haeq (N} 1YY T Baraain B&B Break B
b L] argain reakaways rrom |usl
= 3s1095 eu yjeig £349pps Y ! DONEGAL | 411,00 | TRALEE £15.50
1 ¥0|c alalulnlal Fores correct al time of gaing to press,
el Y3

...you’re better off on

Ausyer-ueelm ueie|d
‘splalsies-Aepiong JIEIN
'Say040 phoewljiy-uedaaq Jouod
‘aul|e8|LED AydIniAl SEjoYaIN
“JUgNUOIO—BUBYSIY DNEd
‘g0/dung—ajfog Auol

Iy siahejd qnj9

?@iigihﬁg

. s .,
A subsidiary of Céras lompair Eireann £ o 2
Q;ﬁm,‘ﬂ'

Internet:- hitp:/www.infopoint.ie/buse email:- buse @cie.iol.ie

JaA'e:d ﬁmss:w
ayj puid

z/xz|wn/~rlojx/a|n;

mio|n|~ >~ n/c/v §




§ Too young
4 to play...

W

. but not too youitg to dream.

| He may be little, but he has his

- dreams. It's good to know that

| when he's old enough to play,

Cumann na mBunscel will

' - be there to nurture and guide
him, so that one day he may

: achieve his dream to play in

the Church & General

National Leagues.

By supperting Cumann na

| mBunscol and the National

Leagues, Church & General
are helping to make his and

all our dreams come true,

Church& Geﬁeral

A MEMBER OF AGF-IRISH LIFE HOLDINGS p.l.c.




