National Football League
Section B

Reiteoir:

P. McEneaney (Monaghan)

CLAR OIFIGIUIL: £1.00.
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MAIN STREET, BALLYBOFEY

Tel; (074) 31323

SURPRISE SURPRISE

LETTERKENNY SHOPPING CENTRE
Tel; (074) 22355

Now with the Best Prices in Ireland, North and South

You won't get a better deal in Toyys this Christmus
- EAS

Your REAL, Toy Shop

Chairman’s welcome

Ba mhaith liom failte mor a
chuir roimh gach duine go Pairc
Sheain Mhic Cumhaill inniu.
Cuirim failte roimh na imreoiri
agus lucht leanuna na foirne ata ag
imirt seo inniu.

Today we have our first home
game in the newly structured
Church & General  National
Football League. While some
counties voiced disapproval to the
new format, we in Donegal
welcomed the new structure as we
did when a similar change was last
done when we were All-Ireland
champions in the 1992/°93 season.

Today’s game also sees our
newly appointed team manager,
Declan Bonner, taking charge at
home in a competitive game for
the first time.

Our team is in the process of
team building and new faces are
appearing in the county jersey at
Ballybofey for the first time. I
wish management and the team
the best of luck.

Visitors  today  will  sce
improvements in the development
of MacCumbhaill Park. Work has
commenced on the long awaited
stand and, hopefully, before the
end of the year we will have

covered accommodation for 4,500
people.

I welcome the Derry players,
officers and supporters. In the past
Donegal has developed a keen
sporting rivalry with the Oak Leaf
County and I hope today’s game
will continue to be as competitive
and sporting as encounters in the
past.

Thanks to the MacCumbhaills
club and PRO, John McConnell,
for producing this programme and
a special thanks to our Donegal
supporters for their continued
support for the Donegal team.

-Padraig O'Connachain
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Many thanks to Fr. Sean Gallagher, Gerry Donnelly, Charlic Faulkner
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, Peter

Campbell, Michael Daly and Donegal Democrat for their help in compiling this

programme. We would ask you to please support our advertisers and enjoy

today’s game.

Mise le meas, Sean Mac Conaill




Spend a little time with us

...and Spend

less on your

Mortgage

FOR EXAMPLE

A £40,000 Mortgage over 20 years
You will pay £288.80 per month with EBS

Now compare that value to everyone else

SPECIAL OFFER (NEW LOANS) APR 7.2%
REPAYMENT £7.22 PER £1,000 PER MONTH
(20 YEARS)

Fixed & Variable Rates available

FOR FREE MORTGAGE ADYICE & FULL STRAIGHTFORWARD QUOTATION
Contact: Shaun Lafferty

TEL: 074 - 31487 / 32050 FAX: 074 - 31655

" GARVAN HOUSE » MAIN STREET - BALLYBOFEY

MORTGAGE CENTRE

Remember e Have...

NO APPLICATION FEE « NO ADMINISTRATION FEE
NO ACCEPTANCE FEE » NO LEGAL FEE

TODAY'S R

Pat

NVicEneaney
Monaghan

Pat McEneaney is from the
Corduff Club in Monaghan
and has refereed at all levels,
including Ulster finals and the
All-Ireland senior final of 1995
and replay between Meath

and Monaghan.

APOLOGY

C.L.C.G. Dun na nGall wish to apologise to patrons for the

ongoing construction at MacCumhaill Park and hope it will
not inconvenience supporters from both sides. We would
also like to take this opportunity to thank those who
purchased the Five Year Tickets for the ground through the
clubs and the clubs of the county for supporting the scheme.
Without your support the construction of the stand would
not be feasible and we look forward to the completion of the

project before the end of the year.




For the best in Food and Drinks, call to . . .

HEENEYS
U-DROP INN

NAVENNY STREET,
BALLYBOFEY

074 - 31251

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR
DANCES AND MEETINGS

Best of luck to the Donegal Team

Donegal-Derry Even
In The Nineties

Today’s game is the
fourteenth competitive match
between Donegal and Derry in
the ‘nineties. They stand
absolutely even. Both have
won six matches and one game
ended in a draw. They have
played 8 matches in the
National Football League
(Donegal won 3, Derry won 4,
and one draw); 3 matches in
the Championship (Donegal

won 2, Derry 1); and 2
McKenna Cup matches (one
victory each). Derry have won
three and drawn one of the last
four meetings between the
counties — Donegal’s last win
was three years ago, on
October 30th, 1994, in
Ballybofey.

The following are the results
of the clashes between the
counties in the ‘nineties:

McELHINNEYS SPORTS

THE BIGGEST AND BEST SELECTION IN THE NORTH WEST

Choose from our outstanding supply whatever your gport,

SNOOKER * DARTS * BOXING * FISHING * FOOTBALL * RACQUET
SPORTS * RUNNING * EXERCISE EQUIPMENT * CAMPING ETC.

EE R R EEEES TR R RS ]

Full selection of:
SPORTS EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES ALWAYS IN STOCK
AND AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

074 - 31217

Late opening: Friday 8 p.m. and Saturday 9 p.m.

Date Competition Result Venue
4 Feb. 1990 N.EL. Donegal 0-11 Derry 0-3 | Ballyshannon
17 June, 1950 SEC. Donegal 1-15 Derry 0-8 Clones
19 July, 1992 S.EC. Final Donegal 0-14 Derry 1-9 Clones
21 March, 1993 | McKenna Cup Donegal 0-6 Derry 1-9 Ballybofey
11 April, 1993 |N.EL. Qt.-Final Donegal 0-10 Derry 2-3 Breftni
18 July, 1993 S.EC. Final Donegal 0-6 Derry 0-8 Clones
24 Oct., 1993 N.EL. Donegal 0-7 Derry 3-16 Casement
10 April, 1994 | McKenna Cup Donegal 2-10 Derry 0-12 Ballybofey
30 Oct., 1994 N.EL. Donegal 0-15 Derry 2-6 Ballybofey
14 May, 1995 N.EL. Final Donegal 0-8 Derry 0-12 Croke Park
11 Feb., 1996 N.EL. Donegal 0-10 Derry 0-10 | Ballyshannon
5 May, 1996 N.FL. Final Donegal 1-9 Derry 1-16 Croke Park
16 Feb., 1997 N.EL. Donegal 1-6 Derry 1-13 Celtic Park




Sean MacCumbhaill’s G.A.A

Social Centre Appearances of Donegal Players in

13 games v Derry 1990-1997

We have now refurbished our Centre _
(Excluding to-day’s match).

and will have it officially opened

on Saturday Sth November, 1997, Number of players used: 53
at 900pm 11 Matt Gallagher Martin Shovlin Brian Murray
9 Gary Walsh Declan Bonnar Tony Boyle
Musicby: Montana 8 Anthony Molloy ~ Martin Gavigan James McHugh
Manus Boyle, Mark Crossan.
All members and friends welcome. 7 John Joe Doherty  Paddy Hegarty.
6 Paul Carr Joyce McMullan Tommy Ryan
Barry McGowan Martin McHugh Noel Hegarty
John Duffy.
Annual 5 Donal Reid John Cunningham
4 Paul Callaghan Jim McGuinness Mark McShane
° John Gildea
Dmnel’ Dance 3 Damien Diver John Bén Gallagher Eamonn McMenamin
Brian Roper
. 5 2 Marty Carlin Sylvester Maguire  Barry Cunningham
1m Kee S HOtel: Stranorlar Michael Gallagher  James Ruane Dessie McNamara
. Charlie Mulgrew
on Fﬂday 21st NOVCmber, 1997. 1 Sean Bonnar Brian Tuohy Luke Gavigan
John Connors Alan Murray Gerard Kelly
= . Daonal Breslin Donal Buggy Sean McGinty
Music by' Eugene McMenamin Niall McCready Sean McEwen
K I]OXVﬂ].e Band Ollie Reid Ronan MclLaughlin  Adrian Sweeney

Séamus McGinty.
Tickets £14 each.

Wishing Donegal all the best in 1998




AIB Bank

Ballybotey

Main Street, Ballybofey
Telephone (074) 31091
Facsimile (074) 31995
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Booking through

BALLYBOFEY TRAVEL

Main Street, Ballybofey, Co. Donegal, Ireland.
Telephone 074-32345/31022. Fax 074-31600.
Opening Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9.30-5.30

Also:

LETTERKENNY TRAVEL

Port Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, Ireland.
Telephone 074-29000\074-28880. Fax 074-28890.
Opening Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10.00-6.00.

Proprietor: T. Meehan & Son.

HENRY KEE & SON

Auctioneer, Insurance & Investment Broker. Irish Permanent Agents
For all your insurance needs.
Due for renewal” Then give us a call, for a competitive quotation on all forms of general
insurance, motor, household, etc.
Property: We have on offer a comprehensive range of properties to suit all tastes.
Main Street, Ballybofey. Phone 074-31050. Fax 074-31663,

GOOD LUCK TO DONEGAL FROM:

MR. G.'s DISCOUNT STORE

BALLYBOFEY. Tel. 074-32393.

Electrical and Fancy Goods. All your Xmas Toys, Bikes, Snooker Tables.
Motorised Cars, Walt Disney Video Tapes, Sega Mega,
Tyrco Cars, etc.
OUR XMAS CLUB IS NOW OPEN
We are open after game today.

Iayer Profile




DOn na nGall

Na Rossa);
Gallagher, Glenswilt
12




obe s)eam om} pioj6uo pareagsp ysiym weay [ebauog ayL

Church & Generadl
National Football
League Fixtures

2nd November 1997

Section A:

Laois v Kilkenny
Louth v Fermanagh
Mayo v Galway
Leitrim v Carlow.

Section B:

London v Armagh
Donegal v Derry
Westmeath v Meath
Antrim v Longford

Section C:

Kerry v Wexford
Tyrone v Sligo
Dublin v Offaly
Monaghan v Cavan

Section D:
Cork v Waterford
Kildare v Limerick
Down v Tipperary
Roscommon v Wicklow

16th November 1997  30th November 1997

Section A:

Carlow v Louth
Kilkenny v Mayo
Fermanagh v Leitrim
Galway v Laois

Section B:

Armagh v Donegal
Longford v Westmeath
Derry v London
Meath v Antrim

Section C:

Cavan v Tyrone
Wexford v Dublin
Sligo v Monaghan
Offaly v Kerry

Section D:

Waterford v Down

Cork v Clare

Limerick v Roscommon
Tipperary v Kildare

Section A:

Louth v Galway
Mayo v Carlow
Leitrim v Kilkenny
Laois v Fermanagh

Section B:

Westmeath v Armagh
London v Longford
Antrim v Derry
Donegal v Meath

Section C:

Tyrone v Offaly
Dublin v Cavan
Monaghan v Wexford
Kerry v Sligo

Section D):

Roscommon v Waterford
Down v Cork

Limerick v Clare
Kildare v Wicklow




New manager faces big challenge

By Peter Campbell {(Donegal Democrat)

The good times of Donegal
football in the early 90s are a
thing of the past now. Most of
the players who brought glory to
the county have moved on.

And now one of them, Declan
Bonner, has a new and very big
challenge in front of him as he
tries to bridge the gap between
mediocrity and success once
more.

Since our success at All Ireland
level in ‘92 and nine years in
Division One, the Donegal public
have come to expect success; to
expect our teams to be able to
compete at the highest level.

That is healthy, but expecting
something and getting it are
poles apart.

The fine line between success
and failure is as much down to
luck as anything, but most
analysts in Donegal will tell you
that the transition period has
been difficult.

That is the biggest challenge
facing Declan Bonner in his new
role as manager.

Bonner has his second league
game today against Derry and
his fifth debutante in the form of
Raymond Sweeney.

Bonner has made a
commitment to the new panel
members that they will get a
chance. He has also realistically
stated that not all will make it.
The manager’'s main problems
are the same as his precedessor,
P. J. McGowan - filling positions

New manager, Declan Bonner

at midfield and in the half-
forward line.

The demise of Anthony Molloy
and the McHughs and Joyce
McMullan has left a gap that no
county can easily fill. There are
talented players still in the
county, but most of them have
still to reach the level that will
give hope to the supporters.
The new players now getting
their chance will be under big
pressure to make an impact
almost immediately.

The news last week that players
of the calibre of John Gildea,
Niall McCready, Ollie Reid and
Danny Gallagher could be back
in contention in the New Year
and the return from injury or rest
of Barry McGowan, Manus
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Boyle, Sean McEwen, James
Ruane and Dessie McNamara
will make it even more difficult
for the newcomers.

The manager’s dilemma is to be
able to balance results with
giving the newcomers the time
and games to make the
breakthrough.

At the end of the day it will be
down to judgement — the games
before Christmas are the most
difficult for Donegal and home
wins against Derry today and
Meath would leve Donegal in a
healthy position.

After Christmas the Donegal
panel will probably take on a
completely new look.

Two of the newcomers -
Brendan Devenney and Shane
Bradley — hold their places for
today’s game. They have a great
chance to stake a permanent
place. Today, Raymond Sweeney
gets his chance. For others the
chance may come as a
substitute. But whatever way it
comes, the chance to impress
will be brief and just as it does in
deciding games, luck will play a
big part.

Luck will also play its part in
how new manager, Declan
Bonner, performs. How he can
gel his panel together and
overcome disagreements; how
he can keep all his panel happy
when some are not getting
games.

Apart from luck, these are the
areas which Bonner must get
right if Donegal are to return to
the glory days of the early 90s.

Shane Bradley, one of Bonner's
newcomers

BONNER FILE

Age: 32. Born 12th August, 1965.

Married to Catherine

Children: Daughter, Amara, 21/2;
son, Christian, 1.

Intercounty debut: v Westmeath,
NFL, 9th Oct., 1983.

Championship debut: v Armagh,
Ballybofey, 1987.

Honours with county: 1 All Ireland
SFC, 2 Ulster SFC, Railway
Cup, McKenna Cup.

Honours with club: Junior C'ship.
Intermediate C'ship.; League
Div. 2 (2), Div. 4; Shield Div.
2,U-12, 14, 15, 16 C’ships.
and Minor League with
Rosses Rovers.

Youth Soccer Int. with Ireland,
1982,




Vsear with MeFugh {EYs
Sazettite 7., Vides, Fi-Fi, Sates and Service LA

Lr. Main St., BALLYBOFEY, Co. Donegal.
Tel. 074-31673. Fax 074-31673

FINN VIEW TAKEAWAY

LR. MAIN STREET, BALLYBOFEY

{Beside Main Entrance to MacCumbhaill Park]
FOR THE VERY BEST IN FAST FOOD — 100% BEEF BURGER
SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN, FRESH FISH, FRESH CHIPS

Why not give us a call when in town!

Wishing good luck to the Donegal Team.

ROAD HOUSE BAR

(Proprietor: Gerard McCool)

DONEGAL ROAD, BALLYBOFEY
Tel. 074-31340

Wishing the Donegal Team success in the coming season

MULRINE'S Carpets & Furniture

BALLYBOFEY
Special prices on Roller, Venetian Blinds.

All leading brands in Carpets, Diningroom, Sittingroom
and Bedding in stock.

Tel. 31045 or 31488.  Fax 32588.
Wishing the Donegal team every success for the League campaign

Bonner brings in the new boys

By County P.R.O. John McConnell

For most Derry supporters in the crowd today the Donegal line up will look a lot less familiar
than Donegal sides of the past decade. New boss Declan Bonner has made the transition from
No. 13 and is now directing affairs from the sideline along with former team mates Charlie
Mulgrew, Matt Gallagher and team trainer Michael Oliver Mclntyre from Naomh Columba.
After a few trials and challenge matches they have unearthed some new talent from around the

county and are trying to blend the old with the not so old with a view to bringing some success

back to the county. Asign of the changes in Donegal football was evident in the first league match
v Longford when only 3 of the 92 starting team were on the first fifteen. John Joe Doherty, Noel
Hegarty and Tony Boyle.

The new caps that day who made their competitive debut were Jonathan Scanlon from St.
Eunans, corner back on this year Under 21 team and who was man of the match in the recent
Under 21 County final when his side easily defeated Ardara. Cathal Brennan from the Dungloc
Club made the start at midfield in Longford. He is 22 years of age and has been very consistent
for his club in the past couple of years helping them to the county League title in "96 their first
major trophy for a number of years. Shane Bradley from the MacCumbaills club played centre
forward. He is 21 years of age and has been one of the top scorers in club football in the county
for the past few years and is known as an excellent left footed free taker. The fourth new cap was
Brendan Devenney the 21 year-old St. Eunans attacker who has made a name for himself this
year, being instrumental in bringing St. Eunans to the County final. In that final he helped himself
to a total of 1-7 and winning the man of the match award in the process. His transter from junior
club Naomh Colmgille at the start of the year being a major boost to the Letterkenny men. Also
new to Bonners squad are Shane Carr a 22 year-old half forward from the Four Masters club who
has represented the county at all level of under age. Raymond Sweeney was full back on the
Under 21 tearn this year and a brother of Adrians who joined the senior team last year. Alan
McFadden is from the Cloughaneely club is 23 and makes the panel by virtue of fine displays for
his club Cloughaneely at full forward. Daniel Gallagher is 22 and is from Division Three,
Glenswilly and becomes their first ever senior panelist since their club reformed in the late 70's.
He has represented the county at U-21 level and is a midfielder/centre forward. John Haran from
St. Eunans is a towering midfielder standing at 6’3” and was midfield on the U-21 team this year
and will no doubt be hoping to make a regular midfield berth which has been an area of concern
this past year or so.

In the past few challenge matches Bonner has also been monitoring the progress of Adrian
McClafferty and Eamon Reddan both members of last years County Minor team that won the
Ulster title, and they both would be heralded with having the polential to make a senior spot their
own sooner rather than later.

So all in all times and faces are definitely changing in Donegal and among the supporters there
is a genuine hope that success would not be too far down the road, but patience is the key word
as far as Declan Bonner and his men are concerned, and I feel that if the followers of the team
see that genuine progress is being made steadily, and the new management team are given a
chance to build a strong panel, then hopefully our return to the heady days of the late 80s and
early Ys will not be too far away.
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BRUNCHIES FAST FOOD RESTAURANT

ANTHONY BOLAND

NEWSAGENTS AND STATIONERY
MAIN STREET, BALLYBOFEY. 074-32942.

KEE'S HOTEL AND
LEISURE CENTRE

STRANORLAR. Tel. 074-31018. Fax 074-31917
* FOR ALL YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS

GOOD LUCK TO DONEGAL IN THE NATIONAL LEAGUE

BEST DRINKS * WARM WELCOME

GIVENS BAR

MAIN STREET, BALLYBOFEY,
Co. Donegal.

Phone 074 31116.
BED & BREAKFAST. REASONABLE RATES.

CASSIDY NEWSAGENTS

BALLYBOFEY / LETTERKENNY
Tel. 074-31792 - 21381

OPENED DAILY EARLY TO LATE
CLARE AND LOUIS WISH THE TEAM EVERY SUCCESS.

The Derry team which defeated Donegal in the League last year.
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Jakson’s Hotel
& Leisure Centre

BALLYBOFEY, CO. DONEGAL
Telephone: Ballybofey 074-31651/31652/31021

REPORT TO JACKSON’'S FOR POST MORTEM
Good luck to both teams

THE JOHN DORY

FRESH FOOD CAFE AND TAKE-AWAY
FRESH TRADITIONAL FISH OUR SPECIALITY

MAIN STREET, STRANORLAR
Tel. 32456.

B. & S. CREDIT UNION LTD.

MAIN STREET, BALLYBOFEY

Credit Unions are not only a financial
institutions, but a way of life

SAVE WITH YOUR LOCAL C.U.

074-31702.

ALEXANDERS

BALLYBOFEY. Tel. 074-31007

Come in and browse around our large selection of China, Delph, Pictures, and Fancy

Goods etc. Coal, Briquettes, Meats, Peat Moss and all Garden essentials stocked.

Very Special Prices in our Grocery Department. Free Delivery within town boundaries.
Large Car Park at back road entrance.

Open 6 days a week, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Wed. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
FOR YOUR LUCKY LOTTO — 2 Jackpots sold — NEXT HAT-TRICK
GOOD LUCK TO DONEGAL ON SUNDAY

SEAMUS LAFFERTY

{(BUTCHER)

NAVENNY STREET, BALLYBOFEY,
Co. Donegal.

BEST MEATS @ BEST PRICES

-

Congratulations and continued success to the Donegal team

T.S.A. TYRES, (Donegal Ltd.)

DONEGAL ROAD, BALLYBOFEY
Stockists of all leading brands of Car, Truck Tyres and Tubes, Battery
Specialists. Punctures repaired. Wheel Alignment.

Also:
FAST FIT EXHAUST SERVICE
TEL. 074-31051
FAX 074-31304.
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THE JUST INN
TEAS ** SNACKS
Why not call to the “"Just Inn"" for Teas/Snacks * Chicken * Fish *
Burgers * Chips * Salads etc.
Teas, Coffees, Sandwiches. Open all day.

Lr. Main St., BALLYBOFEY. Beside GAA Grounds
Seating for 60. Breakfast served from 8.30 and all day.
Also: 24 Hour Undertaking Service.,

Phone 074 - 31165
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BALLYBOFEY

Wishing the Donegal team every success.

OPEN 7 DAYS, 7 a.m. - 11 p.m.
TEL. BALLYBOFEY 074 - 31357

BARNES
VIEW FILLING
STATION

Donegal Road,

Ballybofey
Co. Donegal

PETROL, DIESEL, OILS, TYRES,
BATTERIES, ERGAS, MOTOR
GAS, COAL, BRIQUETTES
CAR WASH, CAR VAC
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GOOD LUCK TO DONEGAL TODAY

LIFETIME
ASSURANCE

(A Bank of Ireland Company)

INVESTMENTS,
LIFE ASSURANCE

Contact Donegal Representative

Brendan

Dunleavy "T

THROUGH ANY BANK OF
IRELAND BRANCH
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