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AUGUST
2,3 & 4, 1985

Free fully serviced Camp Sites — Afternoon Ceilidhes —

Workshops — Street Entertainment — Craft and Local
Industries Exhibition. For further information ring (072) 51430/51020

FAILTE

The Aodh Ruadh G.A.A. Club
joins with Donegal County Board
C.L.G. in extending a céad mile failte
to the Laois team and their
supporters. A special mention is in
order for the loyal band of supporters
who stuck with the Donegal county
senior team during the ups and
downs of the recently completed
Division Il National Football League
campaign.

The Aodh Ruadh Park Committee
welcomes this first inter-county
championship fixture for many years
to Fr. Tierney Park. The Committee
thanks all those who have taken

grounds advertisements, the
‘Donegal Democrat’ staff, those who
have contributed to the programme
at very short notice and the firms
who have advertised in the
programme.

G.A.A. followers are urged to give
continued support to those loyal
individuals and husinesses who give
much needed financial support to
G.A.A. activities through their
sponsorship and advertising.

Gerard McDermott,
Aodh Ruadh P.R.O.,
Programme Editor.

COVER PHOTO—

“It takes three to tango” as Anthony Molloy (left) tangles with Eoin
“Bomber” Liston and John Higgins (No. 6) during last year's
Centenary Open Draw game between Kerry and Donegal.

Forthcoming Inter-County Fixtures

MARCH 31 or APRIL 7 DR. McKENNA CUP
Donegal v. Derry

APRIL 14 U-21 FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
Donegal v. Armagh
MAY 10 JUNIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
Donegal v. Derry
MAY 19 SENIOR & MINOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Donegal v. Down

MAY 22 JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP
Donegal v. Derry



ALLIED IRISH BANKS

MAIN STREET, BALLYSHANNON

TEL. (072) 51169/51219.

AT HOME OR AWAY —
DEPEND ON THE A.1.B. TEAM

FERGUSONS
BAR & LOUNGE
BRIDGE END

Call to see us for Drink, Music and Crack.
Prop.. SEAN & BREDA FERGUSON Phone 072-51430

Best wishes to Aodh Ruadh from:

GREAT NORTHERN AND

HOLYROOD HOTELS
BUNDORAN

EEEEEE R R

Family Hotels — Weddings, Dinner Dances
and Football Weekends a speciality

TEL: 41200 and 41617

Prop: Brian McEniff
Manager: Philip McGlynn

&

Laois Introduce
New Faces

Although one rung lower in the National
Football League ladder, Laois have lately had
a lot in common with their opponents of today,
Donegal.

While Donegal were ensuring themselves of
another season in Division Il in their play-off
against Louth last Sunday, Laois were likewise
engaged at Dr. Cullen Park, Carlow, in a
Division Il relegation tussle with Wicklow,
which they also won.

By MICHAEL DALY

This is where the similarity between the sides
ends. Laois P.R.0., Pat Delaney, confides they
know little to nothing about contemporary
Donegal football.

However, he adds, they have “far from fond
memories of a wet and wintry day in Longford
when our Under-21's were defeated by
Donegal in the 1982 All-lreland Under-21
Championship semi-final”.

Accordingly, the Laois view is that today
they will meet a Donegal side backboned by
those same All-lreland winning players. This
assumption is correct and it follows that, as
far as Laois are concerned they are pitted
against formidable opposition.

Laois's preparation has been far from ideal.
Their only meeting to discuss rather than train
for today's game was held last Tuesday
evening. Emerging from that meeting both
players and officials agreed that Laois would
treat this clash as a forum for experiment.

Conscious of the fact that neighbours and
Leinster Championship opponents, Carlow,
have made it to the quarter-finals of the
National League, which affords Carlow ideal
preparation for the Championship, Laois now
intend to introduce some new faces, hopefully
tempering new talent for their 1985
Championship campaign.

To Donegal-based observers, Laois are an
unknown quantity. However, here in Meath
they have proved a force to be reckoned with
in the last year.

In last year's Centenary Cup, Meath were
lucky to beat Laois by a three-point margin.
This proved Meath's most difficult game even

Sean Dempsey (Laois)

though they eventually won the competition
outright.

Again playing Meath, it was in the Leinster
Championship semi-final of 1984 that Laois
really showed their worth. On the day they
played some marvellous football only to be
thwarted in the dying minutes by a brilliant
Colm O’Rourke goal.

Re-assuring for Donegal is the news that
Laois’s best player that day and one of their
stars for a number of years, midfielder John
Costelloe will not line out on Sunday because
of his recent emigration to America.

Despite this set-back Laois are not without
star players, the Browne brothers Colm and
Gerry and solid corner back Michael Drennan
have all done their stint on the inter-provincial
circuit.

Team manager Kieran Brennan, a county
and Leinster veteran, is an experienced reader
of the game, while his assistant, Bill Phelan has
also proven his calibre having guided reigning
county champions, Portlaoise to three county
titles and a prestigious All-Ireland Club title in
1982.

Michael Daly is Gaelic Games
correspondent with the “Meath Weekender”



Brendan Dunleavy—Superstar

There were few Donegal fans who didn’t sit
glued to their television sets cheering on
Brendan Dunleavy in the ““Milk Superstars”
event which was recently screened on RTE.

Brendan did Donegal proud as he qualified
from his heat for the final and then finished
a very creditable fifth. The event was won by
canoeist Alan Bates from Enniskillen who
went on to finish second in the World
Superstars final.

By TOM DALY

Since taking part, Brendan has been
extolling the virtues of the *Superstars”
competition which he sees as an important
milestone in the development of sport in
Ireland.

"I enjoyed taking part as it is rare for a Gaelic
footballer to get an opportunity to pit his skill
and athleticism in a competitive setting against
athletes from different sporting backgrounds’’,
he said.

There are those who will wonder if being a
Gaelic footballer was a hindrance to him in
such a varied competition but Brendan
maintains that it wasn't.

“"The most important attributes required for
the “Superstars’ are upper body strength and

speed. The water sports participants would
have a slight edge in this regard but | don’t
think it is significant.

| would have liked more time to prepare as
| had anly four weeks prior notice of the event,
but then that applied to everybody. Fortunately
| had a lot of stamina work done and it was
a matter of working on the cycling and the
weight-lifting technigues. | even practiced the
basketball”.

Today, Brendan will be one of the men
Donegal will be looking for to for inspiration
and a place in the next round of the Open Draw
Championship. Brendan feels that the Open
Draw idea has great possibilities but that it is
threatened with disaster because some
counties have opted out.

Brendan, although based in Dublin, still plays
for his home club, Sean MacCumbhaills with
whom he won a Senior County Championship
in 1977. He has picked up many honours in the
game including Ulster Championship, Sigerson
Cup, Leinster and All-lreland Club
Championship medals.

An Open Draw Championship medal would
go down very well in the Dunleavy collection
and there can be no doubt that Brendan will
be going all out to produce another superstar
performance today against Laois.

Brendan Dunleavy being interviewed durig the Mi!kSuperstaré b\) RTE's
Jimmy Magee.

QuUIZ

1—Name the Laois-born player
who played senior football and
hurling for Donegal in the '60’s.

2—Name the cup presented to the
winners of the All-Ireland Minor
Football Championship.

3—What was unusual about
Donegal winning the McKenna
Cup in 1965?

4—Since the Railway Cup started
in 1927, how many titles have
Ulster won?

5—What club won the Donegal
Senior Football Championship
in Centenary Year, 19847

6—Name the Laois players who
played against Ulster in the
1985 Railway Cup football
game in Croke Park.

7—Name the winners of the
Special Centenary Cup Hurling
Competition (1984). Who were
runners-up?

8—Who captained Donegal to win
the 1984 Vocational All-Ireland
Football Championship?

9—Name Donegal's three All-
Stars.

10—Who captained Donegal to win
the All-lreland U-21 Football
Championship in 19827

11—What year was the record
attendance at an All-lreland
Senior Football Final?

12—What is the highest recorded
score in an inter-county Senior
Hurling Championship match?

13— Name the only Donegal man to
referee an All-lreland Senior
Football Final.

14—Name the Sligo player to have
the second highest scoring
total of all time in an inter-
county Football Championship
match.

15—Name the Tyrone player who
scored 5-11in a Dr. Lagan Cup
match in 1956.

16— Name the only G.A.A. player to
win three Texaco Football
Awards.

17—0Only two goalies have won
Texaco Hurling Awards. Who
are they?

18—How many Ulster Junior
Football Championships have
Donegal won?

19—Has Donegal ever won an
Ulster Senior Hurling
Championship?

20—When did Laois last win the
Leinster Senior Football
Championship?

21—Name the Kilkenny handballers
who won seven All-Ireland
Senior Handball Singles
Championships in a row.

22—What counties did the
following former handballers
represent: 1—Paddy Downey;
2—Joey Maher; 3—Seamus
McCabe; 4—Tom McGarry.

23—What county has won the
greatest number of All-Ireland
Senior Camogie
Championships? How many
have they won?

24—Name the Donegal inter-county
player who plays for
Walterstown (Co. Meath).

25—What counties did the
following footballers and
hurlers represent (dual stars):
1—Lar Foley; 2—Denis
Coughlan; 3—Micheal “Babs”
Keating; 4— Des Ferguson?

Quiz compiled by P. J. Buggy. Remember
Aodh Ruadh Quiz takes place each Tuesday
night. See "Donegal Democrat’’ for details.
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MICHAEL CARR
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MICHAEL LAFFERTY
Sean MacCumhaills
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Kilcar
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Civil Service
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Donegal Minars
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COUNTY
CLEANERS

LETTERKENNY, 65 Lr. Main Street
TEL. NO. 074-210336.

NOW AT NEW SHOPPING
CENTRE, BALLYBOFEY

CARPETS STEAM CLEANED
TWO-HOUR DRY CLEANING SERVICE

Collection and delivery service throughout Donegal.

MILLSTONE HOTEL

BALLYSHANNON

DANCES EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT

FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR 21st PARTIES,
DANCES, ETC.

(072) 51172

BURKE’S BAKERY

BALLYSHANNON, CO. DONEGAL
PHONE (072) 51511
HIGH CLASS BAKER, CONFECTIONER.
Specialists: Wedding Cakes, Birthday Cakes,

Novelty Cakes.
Proprietor: Hugh John McGonigle.

Too Close For Comfort

By JOHN BROMLEY (“Donegal Democrat”)

Donegal head into the Open Draw
competition secure in the knowledge that they
have retained their Division Il National Football
League status for another season. But they
came too close for comfort to dropping back
into Division Il and the relief of avoiding that
fate is tempered with disappointment that such
should have been the position.

Everybody knew it was going to be tough
in Division Il and that there were going to be
no easy matches. Yet Donegal proved that
they were just as good as any of the other
teams in the Division and the disappointment
stems from the fact that they still ended up
having to play off with Louth last Sunday to
avoid relegation.

Perhaps we were also lulled into over-
ambitious expectations by the encouraging
start, The first game away to Roscommon
produced a valuable away point, which could
have been two but for the “slow’ watch of
Offaly referee, Jody Gunning and a fine piece
of acting by Dermot Earley. However, a draw
was all Donegal deserved in a match which
showed them that they could expect a much
tougher brand of football in Div. Il

The situation began to look even brighter
two weeks later at Ballyshannon when the
playars came into the match against Mayo with
a point to prove after the American trip dispute
and turned in a dashing, determined
porformnnce to score a convincing eight-points
victory.

A waoolk lator though, things began to turn
sour, Donogal travelled to Tullamore in
confident mood, particularly considering that
Offaly hadn't fared too well in their opening
games, Howavaer, in the opening half they paid
thay former All-lreland champions too much
rospoct and trailed 1-6 to 0-3 at half-time. They
cought themselves on in the second half but
had left too much to do and lost by two points.

On the following Sunday there was a home
gamo against Monaghan at Ballybofey but this
proved the most comprehensive defeat of all.
Donegal started well and went four points up
in the first eight minutes but Monaghan took
over after that and were not flattered by the
four points they had to spare at the end. For
the first time relegation rather than promotion
was spoken of.

Howaever, depressing thoughts were pushed
to one sida in the excitemont genaratod by the
vigit of All-lraland finalints Dublin to Ballybolay

the next weekend. Donegal rose to the
occasion with a brave performance but a lapse
in concentration allowed Barney Rock in for
a goal two minutes from the end to give the
Dubs a two-point win.

That left Donegal going into the Christmas
break knowing that they really had a fight on
their hands to avoid relegation. Of the two
games remaining the first, against Louth,
seemed on form to be the easier, even though
it was in Dundalk. Donegal, however, turned
in a pathetic display to lose a game in which
they led by a point with seconds remaining.
Louth equalised from a free just on time, which
was moved in after Brendan Dunleavy argued,
and added two more in injury time.

Most supporters were now resigned to
Division Il but the following Sunday at
Ballyshannon they were pleasantly surprised
by a spirited performance which completely
overwhelmed promotion-chasing Wexford.
That win combined with Louth’s defeat by
Dublin resulted in the play-off which gave
Donegal their escape route from relegation.

So Donegal are still in Division Il and it is
true that over the past couple of seasons the
team have shown that they play better in the
summer than in the winter but the unavailability
of several established players exposed the
worrying lack of reserve strength and there are
a few positions, particularly in attack, where
new players are needed, if Donegal are to make
an impact at national level.

Win £25

You could win £25 in the Aodh
Ruadh Park Committee’'s match
programme draw if the number on
the front of this programme
corresponds with the number which
will be announced at half-time during
the Donegal v. Laois game.

You can claim vyour prize by
presenting your winning programma
at the Committee Room after the
game.



Gary Gets His Chance

Every Donegal supporter will wish Noel
McCole a speedy recovery from his recent
unfortunate injury. Since Noel made his county
senior debut in the replay of the 1974 Ulster
Championship final, he has given sterling
service to his native county.

Eor his understudy, Gary Walsh from Aodh
Ruadh, Sunday’s game will mark a
milestone in his career. This will be the first
time that he starts an important game for the
county senior team. He played in last year's
Ulster Senior Championship V. Armagh
replacing the injured McCole during the game
and did a similar role when Noel was injured
in last Sunday's game against Louth.

Gary won county minor and U-21
championship medals with Aodh Ruadh in
1981 and '82. He has been first choice goalie
for the club senior team since 1982. He has yet
to win a county senior football championship
medal but has high hopes for Acdh Ruadh in
1985.

He must have created some sort of record
in 1983 when he played for his county in minaor,
U-21, junior and senior. Gary won an Ulster

Gary Walsh
Minor League medal in 1982 and a senior medal
as understudy to Noel McCole in 1983.

The future for Gary Walsh seems bright and
when Noel McCole, finally, hangs up his boots,
he should play for his county for many years.
To date 1985 has been a good year for him.

Shrewd Donegal-born coach Michael Breslin
installed him as captain of Sligo Regional
College senior team and Gary obliged by
leading his team to a historic win in the Higher
Education Division |l League final against
Trinity.

34th BALLYSHANNON

DRAMA FESTIVAL

in ABBEY CINEMA, BALLYSHANNON — MARCH 10th-17th, 1385
Adjudicator: DR. MICHAEL PATTERSON, G.0.D.A.

SUNDAY, 10th

. STRAND PLAYERS, DUBLIN
HOW’'S THE WORLD TREATING YOU by Roger Milner

MONDAY, 11th

CLOONCLARE COMMUNITY PLAYERS
BIG MAGGIE by J. B. Keane

TUESDAY, 12th

TOYS IN THE ATTIC by Lillian Hellman

BUTT DRAMA CIRCLE

WEDNESDAY, 13th

PHOENIX PLAYERS, TUBBERCURRY
THE COMMUNICATION CORD by By Brian Friel

THURSDAY, 14th CHARLESTOWN LITTLE THEATRE GROUP
THE DRESSER by Ronald Harwood

FRIDAY, 15th

THE WOOD OF THE WHISPERING by M. J. Molloy

LIFFORD PLAYERS

SATURDAY, 16th

BACHELOR’S DAUGHTER by M. J. Molloy

TUAM THEATRE GUILD

SUNDAY, 17th

MERCURY PLAYERS, DUBLIN
THE RUNNER STUMBLES by Mllan Stitt

Booking: Jim FEHK Phone 072-51323.

Donegal’s Proud Record
In Railway Cup

When Ulster won the 1983 Railway Cup
final, five Donegal men were part of that
victorious panel, while another Donegal man,
Brian McEniff, was manager of the team. For
the record, Michael Carr, Michael Lafferty and
Martin McHugh started the final, Tommy
McDermott came on as a sub. and Des
Newton was also a member of the panel. This
is the most recent in the line of a number of
fine achievements by Donegal men in the
Railway Cup series.

By P.J. BUGGY

This competition commenced in 1927 and
Donegal were represented by Charlie McDyer
on that historic occasion. Charlie from Kilraine,
Glenties, played full back against Munster and
ended up on the losing side by 1-8 to 3-1.

When Ulster finally won their first Railway
Cup in 1942 the records show that Donegal
was represented by Hudie Beag Gallagher from
Gweedore, while Aodh Ruadh Ballyshannon’s
“Red Jack” Gallagher was a sub. Columba
McDyer, a native of Donegal, was also on the
team, but was representing Cavan at the time.

One of Donegal's biggest representations on
an Ulster Railway Cup team was in the 1967
final, when they were defeated by Connacht
by 1-9 to 0-11. The following Donegal men
played in that final: Seamus Hoare (St
Eunans), Bernard Brady (Bundoran), P.J.
Flood {(Pettigo), Michael McLoone (Aodh
Ruadh, Ballyshannon), Mickey Griffin (Round
Towers, Dublin}, and Sean Ferriter (St
Eunans).

Seamus Hoare with four medals won in
1964, ‘85, '66 and ‘68 is the Donegal player with
the highest number of medals.

Ballyshannon’s Martin Carney played in
Railway Cup finals with three teams. He failed
to win medals with Ulster in 1975 and
Connacht in 1982 but won his only medal when
the Combined Universities played in and won
their only Railway Cup in 1973.

Ford-GAA Open
Draw Foothall
Competition

The 1985 Ford-GAA Open Draw competition
has been organised as a result of the very
successful Centenary Open Draw competition
which was held last year.

This year 28 teams have entered for the
football competition, the absentees being
Down, Dublin, Kildare and Offaly.

Because of the withdrawals it has been
necessary for a preliminary round to be played.
Four games are being played today, March 3,
and the winners will go into the draw for the
first round proper which will take place on
March 10. The second round is fixed for March
31, the quarter-finals for April 15, the semi-
finals for April 21 and the final is on May b.

‘Span Og’ Bar & Lounge
Market St., BALLYSHANNON

(Props.: John and Geraldine Kane)

“Up the airy mountain, down th
If you call to see us we're sure you'll call again,

0Id folk, new folk, mixing all together,

For drink and crack and music and never mind the weather'’.

‘PHONE 07251685

e rushy glen,




QUIZ ANSWERS

1, The late Des Houlihane from
Mountmellick. He won Lagan Cup medals
with Donegal in ‘65, ‘66 & ‘67. 2, The Tom
Markham Cup. 3, They won it on a walk-over
as Cavan scratched from the final. 4,
Seventeen (Leinster have eighteen). 5, Four
Masters (Donegal Town). 6, Mick Drennan,
Gerry and Chris Browne. 7, Winners - Cork;
runners-up, Laois. 8, Patrick Gallagher
(Ardara). 8, Brian McEniff, Donal Monaghan
and Martin McHugh. 10, Brian Tuohy (Aodh
Ruadh). 11, 1961, Down v. Offaly {90,556).
12, Nicky Rackard scored 7-7 for Wexford v.
Antrim in the 1954 All-Ireland semi-final at
Croke Park. 13, Sean O’Cinneide from

Dungloe, who refereed the 1962 final
between Dublin and Galway. 14, Surprise,
not Micky Kearns. Mattie Hoey scored 3-8 v.
London in 1978 at Sligo. 15, Frankie
Donnelly. The match was played in Pomeroy
against Fermanagh. 16, Jack O'Shea (Kerry),
1980, 1981, 1984. 17, Ollie Walsh {1967), and
Noel Skehan (1982). 18, Five - 1930, 1933,
1939, 1952 and 1954. 18, Yes they have won
three - 1906, 1923 and 1932. 20, 1946. They
defeated Kildare by 0-11 to 1-6. 21, J. J.
Gilmartin (Kilkenny) - 1936 to 1942 inclusive.
22, 1, Kerry; 2, Louth; 3, Monaghan; 4,
Limerick. 23, Dublin have won 26 (including
the 1984 title). 24, Paddy Carr. 25, 1, Dublin;
2, Cork; 3, Tipperary; 4, Dublin.

JUNIOR CHAMPIONS

Laois won the 1973 Junior All-Ireland
Football final defeating London by 0-12 to 1-8.
I'his was the last Junior Championship played
until the competition was revived in 1983.
Portlaoise’'s Eamon Whelan captained that
leam to victory.

CLASSIC CLASH

The Centenary year senior championship
final in Laois saw the classic clash of a small
rura! club, Ballyroan with the established town
side, Portlaoise. In a keenly contested final it
ended up all square, requiring a replay to record
eventual victory for Portlaoise.

’

“The kindly spot, the friendly town’

Tmperis:
7

BALLYSHANNON, CO. DONEGAL. Tel. 51147,

Comfortable and Modern Family-run Hotel
FUNCTIONS - WEDLCINGS - PARTIES

“THE THATCH"

— for a quiet drink in olde worlde atmosphere

PEARSE O'NEILL

CONFECTIONER & FANCY GOODS
* LIGHT HARDWARE # CHINA AND GLASS
* NEWSAGENT & STATIONER * TOYS « WHIPPED ICES
A SPECIALITY

Bridge End, BALLYSHANNON

Tel. 51159

SEAN McGOLDRICK'S

LADIES, CHILDREN'S, HOUSEHOLD GOODS
PERSONAL ATTENTION.— GOOD VALUE

46 MAIN STREET, STRABANE

Bank of Ireland

always on the ball

Bankoflreland GAA Allstars

V

Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal

(072) 51153/51497.

BUNDORAN (072) 4123s.




TOP OF THE LEAGUE

DONEGAL
DEMOCRAT

Over 18,000 copies sold every week.

Top coverage of G.A.A. affairs.

FOR MAGAZINES, BROCHURES,
PROGRAMMES, DRAW CARDS AND .
PRINTING OF ALL SORTS
CONTACT “THE DEMOCRAT" FOR FAST,
EFFICIENT SERVICE.

ADVICE, QUOTATION, ETC.,
ABSOLUTELY FREE.

Donegal Road, High Road,
BALLYSHANNON. LETTERKENNY.
TEL. (072) 51201. TEL. (074) 21231.

TELEX 33507. TELEX 33508.
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